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OUR MISSION



“�What makes me proud is that the 
institute is strictly nonpartisan. 
Frankly, it would be good if our 
dysfunctional political system  
could get back to being more civil 
and more willing to compromise to 
get things done. That’s the way our 
democracy works.”

 THE HONORABLE JAMES A. BAKER, III
Honorary Chair

Above

From left, former Secretary of 
State James A. Baker, III, former 
President Barack Obama and 
Ambassador Edward P. Djerejian 
attend a private reception 
before the Baker Institute 25th 
anniversary gala.
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It is not without pride that I write today at the dawn of the second quarter-century for  
Rice University’s Baker Institute for Public Policy. While we have made history throughout our  
brief time span and become a major global public policy institute, we vow to keep our sharp 
and steady focus on some of the most pressing issues facing our country and the international 
community. We shall continue to abide by our core mission and remain a nonpartisan, data-driven 
think tank whose research programs play to our comparative advantage. Our formula has proven 
itself, as is consistently reflected in our high rankings. 

The Baker Institute provides an ideal forum for objective and well-informed discussion and debate 
on domestic and foreign policy challenges through our substantive research programs and events. To 
this end, our fellows and scholars produce relevant and timely policy analyses and recommendations 
to decision-makers in the private and public sectors, and the institute is a sought-after platform for 
national and international leaders to convey their views on crucial policy subjects.

Through our various centers, we strive to impact the study and formulation of policy issues, 
including energy, public finance, entrepreneurship and economic growth, presidential elections, 
space, drugs, health and biosciences, the Middle East, United States-Mexico relations and China, 
among other vital topics. 

We are recruiting new fellows and scholars to broaden our research base and establishing  
collaborations with other think tanks and organizations, such as the Texas Medical Center. As we move 
forward, we are restructuring and upgrading our technological and communications capabilities to 
extend our outreach to wider national and international audiences. We do so through our website, the 
internet, social media, and our fellows’ and scholars’ personal outreach with decision-makers locally, 
nationally and internationally.

The Baker Institute is an integral part of Rice University. Our fellows and scholars are committed 
to teaching students on campus and in our Master of Global Affairs Program — in collaboration with 
the School of Social Sciences — as well as in the Master of Energy Economics Program, a joint effort of 
our Center for Energy Studies and the Economics Department. Our student internship programs are 
expanding in both the research and administrative fields.

In conclusion, it is my honor to convey my gratitude to our Board of Advisors, Roundtable  
and Roundtable Young Professionals members, as well as all our donors, for sharing our vision and 
mission along with the Rice administration, faculty, staff, students and community who assist in 
our noble endeavor. None of our past accomplishments or our future goals could become a reality 
without your generosity.

 

EDWARD P. DJEREJIAN
Director

DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE
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ENERGY STUDIES

Although energy markets evolve 
constantly, the speed and 
geographical reach of today’s energy 
transition is unprecedented. Thanks 
to its diverse team of experts, the 
Center for Energy Studies (CES) is 
uniquely positioned to explore the 
impact of new developments while 
devising market and policy scenarios 
to help facilitate the transition. This 
work includes issues like technological 
change in the conventional and 
unconventional oil and gas industry, 
opportunities and challenges in 
renewable generation, geopolitical 
and market shifts between old and 
new oil and gas producers, trade 
policy, and the developing world’s 
quest to achieve economic growth 
and eradicate poverty — all at a time 
of heightened concerns about world’s 
ability to address climate change.

CES research on global energy 
markets has been highlighted 
in books, reports, policy briefs 
and opinion pieces. Fellows and 
scholars organized and participated 
in conferences and workshops at 
the Baker Institute, and provided 
keynotes, lectures and workshops 
from West Texas to Venezuela, 
Mexico, Chile, Malaysia, South Korea, 
the UK, Greece, Saudi Arabia, Qatar 
and Poland. Senior Director Kenneth 
Medlock’s testimony before the U.S. 
Senate Committee on Energy and 
Natural Resources highlighted CES 
policy outreach and expertise in U.S. 
and global energy developments. 

An annual conference co-hosted 
by Baker Botts on the economic, 
policy and technology drivers that 
influence global energy markets set 
the stage for the year that followed, 
with CES fellows and scholars building 
upon and going beyond this agenda. 

Together with Peter Hartley, 
Medlock analyzed the evolution of 
liquified natural gas (LNG) markets 
and the effects of U.S. trade policy 
on Asia’s energy markets. Using 
satellite data, Gabriel Collins and 
research associate Elsie Hung created 
an interactive map to illustrate oil 
trade in China. Collins also explored 
China’s demand for motor fuels and 
delved into the geopolitical issues 
associated with China’s rare minerals 
endowment, which is critical for 
electricity-powered transportation 
and renewable power. CES also shared 
its expertise on the impact of U.S.  
LNG exports on Asian markets with 
government and industry delegations 
from Korea, Japan and Southeast Asia.

Jim Krane’s research on the Gulf 
countries, including his new book 
“Energy Kingdoms,” explored the 
challenges that unconventional oil 
and gas and climate action pose 
to Middle East energy-exporting 
countries. A conference on energy 
and politics in the Persian Gulf 
addressed similar concerns while 
adding geopolitical considerations 
and issues related to U.S. security.

Collins and Anna Mikulska 
explored the geo-economic effect 

of U.S. LNG on Russia’s natural gas 
market power and its influence in 
Europe. And Hartley reported on how 
the growing trade in LNG is impacting 
the pricing of LNG contracts. 

CES also increased its focus on 
Latin America. Francisco Monaldi’s 
new initiative — the Latin American 
Energy Roundtable — brought 
in energy experts from Mexico, 
Venezuela, Guyana and Argentina. 
Benigna Cortés Leiss and Adrian Duhalt 
considered Mexico’s energy reforms 
in light of a new administration less 
welcoming to foreign investment. 
Together with Mikulska and Michael 
Maher, Duhalt also analyzed the 
impacts a ban on shale development 
would have on natural gas 
development in Mexico. Monaldi and 
Luis Pacheco examined the negative 
impact of Venezuela’s worsening 
economic and political conditions on 
its oil output, and the political and 
economic changes needed to turn the 
trend around. Mark Jones reflected 
on the potential effect of Argentina’s 
2019 elections on the country’s shale 
development. The center also held 
events that considered the prospects 
and impacts of Guyana joining the 
leading ranks of oil producers, and the 
future of Venezuela. 

CES experts additionally 
addressed environmental concerns 
of energy production and use. Collins 
expanded his research on water 
and wastewater issues in shale 
development in the Permian Basin, 

RESEARCH
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while Rachel Meidl focused on global 
concerns over plastic waste. Meidl, 
Medlock and Maher engaged in a 
multi-stakeholder collaboration to 
develop carbon capture projects at 
refineries and other industrial facilities 
on the Gulf Coast. The center hosted 
experts, including from Shell and 
Equinor, who addressed various paths 
to a less carbon-intensive future.

With the launch of an Energy 
and Minerals Program spearheaded 
by Michelle Michot Foss, CES is at the 
forefront of research that explores 
the relationship between minerals 
production and the pace and cost of 
renewable energy expansion. The 
program will look at the challenges 

associated with the unprecedented 
amounts of lithium, platinum, copper, 
zinc and other rare earth minerals 
required for expansion in renewable 
generation and battery storage.

The CES’ international scope is 
enhanced by its engagement with 
centers and scholars around the 
world, including in Washington, D.C., 
Philadelphia, California, Colorado, the 
Persian Gulf, Mexico and Spain. With 
Todd Moss, executive director of the 
Energy for Growth Hub, CES embarked 
on research to reduce global poverty 
through better energy policies in 
Africa and elsewhere. The center also 
engaged a postdoctoral researcher 
from Mexico, research analysts from 

Venezuela and Taiwan, and graduate 
students from Australia, Venezuela 
and Germany. As co-sponsors of the 
Master of Energy Economics Program, 
CES experts taught students from 
China, Brazil, Mexico, Venezuela, 
Australia and the U.S.

The expansion in CES expertise 
is complemented by its growing 
outreach to industry, governments 
and the public. The CES has joined the 
T-20, a global group of think tanks, 
tasked to prepare energy-related 
briefs for the 2020 G-20 meetings 
in Saudi Arabia. CES also completed 
its second year as the curator of the 
energy transformation hub for the 
World Economic Forum. 

Former Secretary of State James A. Baker, III, delivers a keynote address at an energy summit co-sponsored by Baker Botts.
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Migration Policy Institute President Andrew Selee, left, and fellow Tony Payan at an event on the U.S.-Mexico relationship.  

RESEARCH
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As differences over immigration and 
border security strained U.S.-Mexico 
relations this year, the Center for the 
United States and Mexico launched a 
series of initiatives to strengthen ties 
and explore new areas of cooperation. 

One recently completed project 
uses an innovative methodology to 
forecast how 16 issues of concern 
to the U.S. and Mexico — from drug 
trafficking to shared groundwater 
— will fare if conditions improve, 
deteriorate or remain the same 
over the next 25 years. To ensure 
the forecasts have a bilateral 
perspective, each scenario is 
co-authored by scholars from both 
sides of the border. This study will 
help decision-makers understand 
the effects of their choices as they 
formulate new policies, says center 
director Tony Payan. Its findings 
will appear in a book published in 
English and in Spanish, and be widely 
disseminated in a series of Baker 
Institute reports in 2020.

Despite tariff and border 
tensions, U.S.-Mexico trade remains 
a major economic driver for both 
countries. In early 2019, Mexico 
became the United States’ single 
largest source of imports, eclipsing 
China. Against this backdrop, 
fellow David A. Gantz assessed the 
renegotiated NAFTA — named the 
United States-Mexico-Canada 

system to track the money trail of 
drug traffickers and other felons. 
Research scholar Rodrigo Montes  
de Oca plans to analyze the 
intelligence laws and capabilities 
of the country’s 32 states as a step 
toward a government network that 
crisscrosses Mexico and stretches  
to the U.S. and major world capitals. 
Separately, Payan is working 
with the governor of the state of 
Tamaulipas, which borders Texas,  
on developing policies to reduce 
crime and impunity.

The center has become a go-to 
source for journalists on both sides 
of the border. Its op-eds and other 
commentaries provide insight into 
issues like the border wall and the 
separation of immigrant families. 
To maintain a strong connection to 
the broader community, Payan and 
his team continue to hold lectures in 
Houston and across Texas to engage 
the public in a conversation about 
immigration. The events typically 
involve a short film on the history of 
U.S. immigration and personal stories, 
followed by an extended Q&A session 
with Payan. “We want to reach out  
to people at the grassroots level so 
that opinions, whatever they are,  
are informed by facts,” he says.

Agreement, or USMCA — to determine 
its effect on the U.S.-Mexico 
commercial relationship. Gantz  
wrote five Baker Institute reports that 
analyze the 1,800-page USMCA as 
a whole, and also focus on customs 
issues related to automotive trade; 
dispute settlement mechanisms; 
labor and environmental provisions; 
and energy. These issues are of vital 
importance to policymakers and 
the business sector throughout the 
United States, but particularly in 
border states such as Texas.

Center experts are also focusing 
on other issues critical to the U.S.-
Mexico relationship, including 
policies to strengthen Mexico’s rule 
of law. To increase understanding 
of the region’s systemic corruption, 
the center held a conference 
that examined how the problem 
significantly affects neighboring 
countries in Latin America and some 
of the solutions available to advance 
public sector integrity. Similarly, 
postdoctoral research fellow Jose 
Ivan Rodriguez-Sanchez wrote 
about the social and political costs 
of corruption in Mexico, and further 
shed light on the issue through 
lengthy interviews with journalists in 
Mexico and the U.S. 

The center is additionally 
advising Mexico’s government as 
it creates a financial intelligence 

UNITED STATES & MEXICO
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When asked to identify the most 
important financial problem facing 
their family, Americans are likely to 
name health care costs more than any 
other issue. “Expenditures go up year 
after year and at this point, the best 
we can hope for is to slow the rate 
of growth,” says health economist 
Vivian Ho, director of the Center for 
Health and Biosciences (CHB).

To that end, the CHB continues 
to analyze ways to provide better 
care at a lower cost. Ho’s impact 
on the issue reflects her thorough, 
nonpartisan research that is valued 
by state and national decision-
makers alike. Earlier this year, a 
major CHB study funded by the 
Agency for Healthcare Research and 
Quality showed that consolidation 
of hospitals with physician practices 
drove up costs, with no evidence of 
better quality. In a second CHB study 
released in 2019, analysis by Ho, 
nonresident fellow Hagop Kantarjian 
and their co-authors found that of 
total U.S. health care expenditures 
of $3.21 trillion in 2015, only $1.4 
trillion to $2.86 trillion was used to 
provide care to patients. “There are 
a number of opportunities to redirect 
expenditures to increase access to 
health care without the need for 
additional funding,” Ho said. 

Ho and Kantarjian, chair of the 
leukemia department at MD Anderson 
Cancer Center, are also outspoken 
proponents for policies that reduce 
skyrocketing prescription drug prices. 
In commentaries and interviews with 
major news outlets, they provide 
fact-based assessments of policy 
solutions, including allowing Medicare 
to negotiate drug prices and requiring 
justification for price increases that 
exceed 10% a year. “The research and 
development costs of drug companies 
do not justify higher prices in the U.S.  
Americans are paying twice — once 
to fund research that benefits the 
drug industry, and a second time for 
unjustified prices three to 10 times 
higher than other countries,”  
says Kantarjian.

Much of the public debate 
regarding health care reform this 
year has centered on whether 
Obamacare should be preserved 
or the U.S. should adopt Medicare-
for-all. Ho explains that the latter, 
as-is, is not a practical alternative 
— not least because it would be 
prohibitively expensive. To improve 
public understanding of universal 
health care, she led a discussion 
of the subject at a CHB event in 
October 2018. Experts from Canada, 
the United Kingdom, Taiwan and 

Germany talked about the benefits 
and weaknesses of their countries’ 
health care models, and the parts that 
could work best in the U.S.

In the coming year, the CHB will be 
seeking policy solutions that increase 
the negotiating power of consumers 
and employers — including Rice 
University — in the face of rising health 
care costs. 

The CHB’s work also includes 
a global health agenda led by 
fellow Peter Hotez. His research 
and publications continue to bring 
neglected tropical diseases to the 
world’s attention and advance 
policies that can help millions lead 
full, healthy lives.

Another significant focus 
of the CHB is the Child Health 
Policy Program, founded on the 
well-established principle that 
the first few years of life set the 
trajectory for a child’s future. 
Early adverse experiences, such as 
neighborhood violence and neglect, 
can irreversibly impact a child’s 
brain development, leading to poor 
academic outcomes and economic 
instability as an adult. The program, 
led by fellow Quianta Moore, seeks to 
change this path through evidence-
based policies that promote positive 
child development. 

HEALTH & BIOSCIENCES
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This year, Moore created and led 
a parenting class for Houston-area 
participants in the Women, Infants and 
Children (WIC) program. Using data 
from the class, Moore and her team 
will evaluate the feasibility of adding 
an early childhood development 
component to WIC, and the impact  
of doing so. She will work closely with 
city and county leaders to apply the 
findings to WIC.

The program also completed a 
comprehensive survey of the Third 
Ward and Sunnyside neighborhoods 

in Houston. Community members 
went door-to-door, interviewing 
more than 2,000 residents about 
food security, transportation, 
personal safety and myriad other 
issues that affect daily life. The results 
will be distributed to government 
and private agencies with the goal of 
improving neighborhood conditions 
and the quality of life for residents 
and their children. “If children grow 
up in a safe, secure environment 
they are more likely to be healthy, 
productive adults,” Moore says.

Looking ahead, the program  
will expand a recently launched 
project on the mental health of 
children statewide.

Moore will also study the social 
determinants of health and the 
critical role of prevention in health 
care policy. This work will inform 
policies that address the link between 
social inequality and poor health, and 
support efforts to proactively advance 
positive health behaviors — ultimately 
improving health outcomes and 
lowering health care costs.

Fellow Quianta Moore speaks with U.S. Rep. Dan Crenshaw after a congressional health care summit at the Baker Institute.
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Gilead Sher, a Middle East fellow based in Tel Aviv, assesses the aftermath of Israel’s 2019 elections. 
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MIDDLE EAST
Political, social and economic 
challenges continue to confront the 
broader Middle East region from 
Algeria to Sudan. Tense relations 
between the United States and Iran 
have sparked serious concerns 
over military miscalculation and 
escalation while, at the same time, 
there are slight indications of a 
possible dialogue. The intersection 
of Islam and politics remains a 
perennially important factor in the 
dynamics of the region. Moreover, 
the absence of an Israeli-Palestinian 
agreement is still a source of 
instability. These issues lead many 
to debate the region’s tenuous 
future. The Center for the Middle East 
(CME) addresses these questions 
through original research and policy 
recommendations. 

CME fellows A.Kadir Yildirim 
and Annelle Sheline contributed 
valuable insights into the social 
and religious fabric of the region 
in the past year. Yildirim served as 
a principal investigator on both a 
Carnegie Corporation-funded project 
on pluralism following the 2011 Arab 
uprisings and a Luce Foundation-
supported study on religious authority 
in the Middle East. He also convened 
two separate Washington, D.C.-
based conferences with top scholars 
to present original survey data from 
these projects on the social and 

religious opinions of individuals across 
the Middle East and North Africa. 
Sheline, the CME’s Zwan Postdoctoral 
Fellow, serves as a bridge between the 
institute and Rice’s Boniuk Institute 
for Religious Tolerance. 

CME fellow Kristian Coates 
Ulrichsen is a noted expert on the 
politics of the Persian Gulf region. 
Ulrichsen’s October 2018 Washington 
Post piece provided a timely 
perspective on considerations among 
U.S. policymakers following journalist 
Jamal Khashoggi’s death. As a prolific 
author on the Gulf Cooperation 
Council, Ulrichsen has provided 
in-depth commentary and is cited 
frequently on the political-economic 
situation in the Gulf and intra-Gulf 
rivalries such as the rift between 
Qatar and its neighbors. 

Against the backdrop of the 
ramifications of the U.S. withdrawal 
from the 2015 Iran nuclear deal 
(JCPOA) and the tense relations 
between the two nations, the 
CME’s fellow on Iran, Mohammad 
Ayatollahi Tabaar, has provided 
critical analysis of U.S.-Iranian 
relations. In an April 2019 New 
York Times op-ed, he argued that 
anti-Americanism is growing 
stronger in Iran, even among those 
disenchanted with the Iranian 
regime. Tabaar’s recently published 
book, “Religious Statecraft: The 

Politics of Islam in Iran,” has become 
an important reference.

In the wake of Israel’s elections 
and the Trump administration’s 
intentions to roll out its Israeli-
Palestinian peace plan, the CME 
continued to build its focus on 
this central issue. The institute 
collaborated with the Carnegie 
Endowment for International Peace to 
produce a landmark study analyzing 
both the one-state and two-state 
models as potential solutions to this 
enduring conflict. CME fellow Gilead 
Sher made an April 2019 presentation 
at the Baker Institute on Israeli 
domestic politics and the future 
of the peace process. Ambassador 
Edward Djerejian visited Israel and the 
Palestinian territories in June 2019 
to meet with key civil society and 
political figures as part of a joint Baker 
Institute-United States Institute 
for Peace project on the long-term 
prospects for a peace settlement.

Lastly, the dire refugee crisis in 
the Middle East has wide-reaching 
political and social implications 
regionally and globally. For this 
reason, the CME has appointed a new 
fellow, Kelsey Norman, to broaden 
the scope of the institute’s work 
on human rights in the Middle East 
through her expertise on refugee and 
migration issues. 
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The Center for Public Finance (CPF) 
continued its focus on a more 
sustainable, efficient and equitable 
fiscal environment, analyzing issues 
that informed policymakers at the 
federal, state and local levels. 

The center’s research agenda 
included rising property taxes and 
the deteriorating public school 
finance system, which have been 
sources of widespread contention 
in Texas. In response to the 
Texas Supreme Court’s call for 
“transformational, top-to-bottom 
reforms” to school financing, fellow 
and CPF director John Diamond 
and public finance fellow Jorge 
Barro produced a report on the 
economic effects of several reform 
proposals. The findings were widely 
disseminated through Diamond’s 
testimony before the Property Tax 
Reform Committee of the Texas 
Senate, meetings with members 
and staff of the Texas Legislature, 
private discussions and public 
presentations. Future CPF research 
is likely on two recently passed bills 
in the Texas Legislature that alter the 
way the state’s schools are financed.

The center also addressed the 
mounting federal deficit, which will 
require major fiscal changes such 
as entitlement reforms and new 
revenue sources. Diamond and 
faculty scholar George Zodrow were 

invited by the Congressional Budget 
Office (CBO) to model the economic 
effects of Social Security reform. They 
presented their preliminary findings 
at a fall 2018 CBO symposium and the 
2019 Annual Spring Symposium of the 
National Tax Association. 

Diamond and Zodrow additionally 
examined the economic effects of 
three alternative generic carbon 
taxes and a specific carbon tax 
proposed by Rep. Carlos Curbelo of 
Florida. Their papers were published 
by Columbia University’s Center on 
Global Energy Policy. Barro’s research 
on the distributional effects of state 
and local taxation is currently being 
used to supplement estimates 
produced by the state of Texas and is 
expected to play a major role in the 
scoring of tax reform proposals in the 
next legislative session.

The U.S. government’s most 
recent reforms under the Tax 
Cuts and Jobs Act led CPF fellows 
to evaluate the act’s impact on 
businesses and individuals. Barro 
assessed its immediate and long-
term economic effects on federal 
corporate income taxes. And in a 
series of Baker Institute reports, 
fellow Joyce Beebe examined how 
tax reforms affect the marriage 
penalty or subsidy, state and local 
tax deduction limits, student loans, 
and a tax on a child’s unearned 

income, such as interest and 
dividends. Beebe also focused on 
paid family leave policies, publishing 
an op-ed in Houston Chronicle. 

The U.S. is additionally facing 
policy issues related to the taxation 
of the emerging digital economy and 
large U.S. technology companies. 
In several formats, Beebe assessed 
the federal policy considerations of 
taxing sharing economy companies 
such as Uber and Airbnb. She also 
wrote about the proliferation of 
European digital taxes on large 
U.S. technology companies, recent 
OECD efforts to reconcile U.S.-E.U. 
perspectives, and proposed a variety 
of policy options. Her work this year 
on a broad range of issues attracted 
extensive media coverage, from 
Bloomberg and NPR affiliates across 
the country to major newspapers 
and specialty law and accounting 
news outlets.   

Opposite

The late Robert C. McNair,  
shown with student interns in 
2016, was a great friend and 
supporter of the Baker Institute. 
The previous year, he generously 
endowed the McNair Center  
for Entrepreneurship and 
Economic Growth. 

PUBLIC FINANCE
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The McNair Center for 
Entrepreneurship and Economic 
Growth has a new director and fellow, 
Jennifer Rabb, who brings to the role 
many years of experience as a tax 
attorney representing businesses of all 
sizes, and insights on the lawmaking 
process from her work with the Texas 
Legislature and the state’s lieutenant 
governor and comptroller.

Rabb applied her expertise 
during the 2019 session, when her 
proposal for transparency in property 

tax rates was passed by legislators 
as Senate Bill 2 and signed into law 
by the governor. As a result, business 
and private property owners have 
a new opportunity to give timely 
input on their property tax bills 
beginning in 2020. Such efforts by 
Rabb and the team she is assembling 
will advance the McNair Center’s 
recalibrated objective to focus on a 
broader concept of entrepreneurship 
— one that includes both Main Street 
or “mom and pop” businesses and 

venture capital-backed startups, as 
both types of small businesses play 
substantial roles in the U.S. economy. 

In the coming months, the 
center will focus on ways to simplify 
the formation of a new business 
and, separately, on the literacy and 
agency of property owners in the 
property tax process. In spring 2020, 
the center will host a conference 
to discuss the complex relationship 
between small business success and 
economic growth.

ENTREPRENEURSHIP  
& ECONOMIC GROWTH
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Google Vice President Vint Cerf (right), with senior fellow Neal Lane, shares his vision for a free and open internet.
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
Science and technology (S&T) 
underpin the nation’s economy, 
quality jobs, national security, 
and innovations in health, energy, 
the environment — and most 
other things that are important to 
the American people. It is vitally 
important that evidence-based 
federal policies are in place to ensure 
that the public safely receives the 
benefits of new developments. 

In view of this, the Science 
and Technology Policy Program is 
collaborating with the American 
Academy of Arts and Sciences to 
update an influential earlier report, 
“Restoring the Foundation: The Vital 
Role of Research in Preserving the 
American Dream” — a call to action 
for stronger federal policies and 
investment to drive domestic research 
and development. The update, to 
be published in 2020, renews the 
appeal for funding and other support, 
focusing on recent global changes 
including U.S. innovation, our 
competitive position in the world  
and the rise of China in S&T.

The S&T program additionally 
established a long-term research 
project, funded by the National 
Science Foundation, to study the 
role of independent scientists and 
engineers as government advisors. In 
August 2018, the program published 
its first major report on the subject, 
documenting the recent history of 
the President’s Council of Advisors 

on Science and Technology (PCAST), 
an influential panel that counsels 
the White House on domestic policy 
issues related to science, technology, 
innovation and education. The 
report, authored by fellow Kirstin 
Matthews and scholar Kenneth 
Evans, provided recommendations 
for PCAST’s organization and 
membership as a step toward shoring 
up the nation’s lagging research and 
development leadership. 

2019 also brought the alarming 
news of the world’s first gene-edited 
babies. Matthews’ ongoing research 
on the regulation of emerging 
biotechnologies positioned her to 
comment extensively in the national 
media on the social and ethical issues 
surrounding their birth. This outreach 
dovetailed with her long-standing 
focus on stem cell and human 
embryo research policy. In particular, 
Matthews has been a leading voice 
in the global conversation on the 
so-called “14-day rule,” which limits 
the time that human embryos can 
be cultured outside the womb. She 
and her collaborators organized 
a workshop in Switzerland with 
scholars from around the world to 
explore the scientific, ethical and 
legal implications of conducting 
research beyond the initial two 
weeks. They followed up with a series 
of Baker Institute papers on these 
issues, and recommendations for a 
rational policy response.  

DEBUNKING VACCINE MYTHS  

As the anti-vaccine movement 
gained strength this year, health 
policy fellows Peter Hotez and 
Kirstin Matthews countered 
with a response grounded in 
science. Hotez — a renowned 
vaccine scientist and pediatrician 
— sustained public trust in 
vaccinations through interviews, 
academic studies and essays in 
publications from Newsweek to 
scientific journals. Though he 
became a target for harassment 
and threats, he continued to 
challenge the idea that vaccines 
cause autism and that diseases like 
measles are benign. “One thing is 
guaranteed: If your children are 
not vaccinated, they’ll be at risk of 
potentially deadly infections from 
disease,” he says. 
	 Matthews and a group  
of Rice University students 
traveled to Austin, where they 
met with state legislators and 
distributed a Baker Institute 
report on “Vaccine Myths and 
Challenges,” co-authored by 
Matthews and Rice graduate 
student Melody Tan. Such efforts 
informed Texas lawmakers, 
who shelved a bill that would 
have made it easier to opt out of 
vaccine requirements for school 
entry. “States with permissive 
vaccine exemption policies are 
among those seeing outbreaks 
today,” Matthews says. 
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Cannabis law reform is spreading 
across the country. The majority 
of the U.S. population now lives in 
a state that has removed penalties 
for cannabis possession or legalized 
medicinal use, or created a 
commercial market for cannabis 
sales. Texas is one of 13 states where 
cannabis remains fully illegal. During 
the 2019 Texas legislative session, 
drug policy fellow Katharine Neill 
Harris testified in support of a bill 
that would have reduced penalties 
for possession of one ounce or less of 
marijuana from a Class B to a Class C 
misdemeanor, removing the threat 
of jail time and the stain of a criminal 
record. “The evidence shows that 
reducing penalties leads to fewer 
arrests and cost savings without 
causing increases in marijuana use 
or impaired driving,” she says. The 
bill got further along in the legislative 

process than prior attempts at 
penalty reduction, passing in the 
House but stalling in the Senate.

Another bill with potential to 
advance Texas’ cannabis policy would 
have significantly expanded the 
state’s limited cannabis oil program. 
William Martin, director of the  
Drug Policy Program, testified in 
favor of this bill, presenting evidence 
for the scientific basis for allowing 
cannabis use for certain conditions, 
such as PTSD, autism and chronic 
pain. Martin and Neill Harris also 
co-authored two Baker Institute 
reports and published op-eds in 
the Houston Chronicle explaining 
the fact-based merits of reducing 
penalties for cannabis possession and 
legalizing its use for medical purposes. 
After Martin’s testimony, confirmed 
by two physicians alongside him, 
the House committee chair noted his 

considerable background in chemistry 
and said, “Why don’t we hear more 
concerning the biochemical makeup 
in regard to [cannabis]?” After 
further testimony, the committee 
unanimously voted to send the bill 
forward. Though weakened by Senate 
amendments, the final bill passed, 
with the House voting in favor by a 
margin of 136 to 5. 

In contrast to the reluctance 
to reform Texas drug laws, criminal 
justice leaders in Harris County 
have increasingly sought to divert 
low-level drug offenders from 
incarceration to community services. 
In collaboration with the Texas 
Criminal Justice Coalition, Neill Harris 
is currently working on a project 
assessing the challenges of drug 
diversion efforts in Harris County and 
opportunities for improvement. 

DRUG POLICY

RESEARCH

“�The opioid epidemic is part of a larger problem of drug and 
alcohol misuse that affects millions of Americans every year. 
The policy response requires long-term interventions that 
address the many and complex drivers of addiction, including 
economic despair, mental illness and social isolation.”

  KATHARINE NEILL HARRIS, PH.D.
Alfred C. Glassell, III, Fellow in Drug Policy
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Drug policy fellow Katharine Neill Harris guest hosts a Baker Institute podcast on the opioid epidemic.
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Across the nation, college students 
are increasingly engaging with policy 
matters, from marching for human 
rights and immigration reform, 
to driving conversations on social 
justice issues online and pressing 
public officials for accountability and 
action. These students are acutely 
aware of how policy impacts lives 
— and of their own ability to effect 
positive change. The Rice University 
students who participate in the Baker 
Institute’s outreach programs are an 
exceptional case in point.

For the past 15 years, the Jesse 
Jones Leadership Center Summer 
in D.C. Policy Research Internship 
Program has provided stipends 
to students who secure summer 
internships with think tanks, 
NGOs and government agencies 
in Washington, D.C. Through the 
program, students gain hands-on 
experience in policy research and 
analysis, including developing their 
own original policy research papers 
with guidance from Baker Institute 
experts. The 2018 cohort drafted 
policies that addressed challenges 
such as Central American migration 
and Medicaid expansion. Of the 
102 alumni of the program who are 
currently working full-time, more 
than half are in the public sector, and 
about a third had or are continuing 
policy careers in D.C. and beyond, 

says fellow Steve Lewis, who directs 
the program. 

For students seeking to broaden 
their knowledge of public policy and 
its application, the Baker Institute 
Student Forum (BISF) fosters student 
participation in key issues of the 
day and introduces them to careers 
in public policy. “Students are 
keenly interested in issues ranging 
from U.S.-China relations, to drug 
policy, to affirmative action,” says 
fellow Joe Barnes, the BISF’s faculty 
advisor. This year, the BISF’s sixth 
annual undergraduate public policy 
competition focused on health and 
technology policy in the U.S. The 
finalists presented their proposals 
to a panel of industry experts and 
had the opportunity to network 
with leaders in the field. The BISF 
also held student debates on felon 
voting rights and domestic energy 
policy, soliciting debaters from the 
Rice College Republicans and Rice 
Young Democrats for a bipartisan 
examination of both issues. 

The Baker Institute also provides 
students with opportunities to 
engage in policy internationally.  
The Moscow Summer Intern Program 
took six U.S. students to the Youth 
Space Center at the Bauman Moscow 
State Technical University this year. 
The students visited Russia’s space 
facilities, worked with teams of 

international students to develop 
simulated space missions and learned 
about the international cooperation 
and innovation at the heart of 
21st-century space exploration. 
Graduates of this program have gone 
on to work at NASA, SpaceX, Blue 
Origin and Virgin Galactica. 

At the graduate level, the 
Master of Global Affairs Program, 
co-sponsored by the Baker Institute 
and Rice’s School of Social Sciences, 
welcomed its fifth class of students 
this fall. The unique, two-year 
course of study offers practical 
training for careers in government, 
the private sector and international 
organizations. The Master of Energy 
Economics Program, built upon 
programs in the Baker Institute 
Center for Energy Studies and Rice’s 
Economics Department, combines 
the study of market and economic 
principles with a deep understanding 
of the energy industry to prepare 
students for leadership roles in the 
energy sector.

Opposite

Rice University students  
Eliza Martin and Teresa Smith  
win the 2019 Baker Institute  
Student Forum Undergraduate 
Policy Competition. 

STUDENT OPPORTUNITIES
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“�The Baker Institute is one of the many educational 
resources at Rice, and students should take advantage 
of our opportunities for involvement. Adding an 
understanding of public policy is important for achieving 
growth inside and outside of the classroom.”

EDWARD P. DJEREJIAN
Director, Baker Institute for Public Policy
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Clockwise from top left

2018 Summer in D.C. interns 
present their policy projects to 
institute fellows and Rice faculty 
members.

The Rice Young Democrats 
challenge the College Republicans 
at the Baker Institute Student 
Forum spring debate.

Moscow Summer Intern Program 
participants join Bauman Moscow 
State Technical University 
students in Orevo, Russia. 

Baker Institute interns working 
the 25th anniversary gala meet 
former President Barack Obama.
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25TH ANNIVERSARY GALA

22 | Rice University’s Baker Institute for Public Policy

The Baker Institute was privileged to host former President 

Barack Obama as the guest of honor at its 25th anniversary 

gala in November 2018. The event featured a conversation 

between Obama and former Secretary of State James 

A. Baker, III, on the importance of bipartisanship, their 

experiences in office, and U.S. leadership abroad. More 

than 1,100 guests attended the event, which raised $5.4 

million to support the institute’s longstanding commitment 

to independent policy research and informed debate. Two 

longtime friends of the institute, the Honorable Hushang 

Ansary and Mrs. Shahla Ansary, served as honorary chairs of 

the 25th anniversary year. 



Former President Barack Obama with James A. Baker, III, (foreground) and moderator Jon Meacham. 
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(1) 	 Susan and Mac Dunwoody   

(2) 	 John and Lynn Elsenhans with Nancy and Stephen Thorington   

(3) 	 Ambassador Edward P. Djerejian, Baker Institute director, with  
gala co-chairs Franci Neely, John L. Nau III and Andrea White   

(4) 	 Steve and Sheila Miller   

(5) 	 Bernard “Bun B” and Chalvalier “Queenie” Freeman 

(6) 	 Former President Barack Obama with honorary chairs Hushang  
and Shahla Ansary   

(7) 	 Rice University President David W. Leebron

1

5

2

3

6

4

7



(8)	 Melza Barr   

(9)	 James A. Baker, III, with moderator Jon Meacham and  
former President Barack Obama 

(10)	Anne and Charles Duncan   

(11) 	Phoebe and Bobby Tudor

(12)	Singer Michelle Williams

(13)	Josh and Natalie Earnest   

(14)	Sheikh Abdulla bin Ali Al-Thani and Ambassador Edward P. Djerejian

(15)	Janet and Paul Hobby
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Clockwise from top left

As the #MeToo movement gains 
momentum, Anita Hill discusses 
the national reckoning about the 
treatment of women. 

Former Massachusetts Gov. Mitt 
Romney meets with Rice students 
after a moderated conversation 
on public service.

A conference on U.S. economic 
growth featured a keynote 
address by Martin Feldstein, 
former chair of the Council of 
Economic Advisors. 

Brian Mulroney, former prime 
minister of Canada, is the 2019 
recipient of the Baker Prize for 
Excellence in Leadership. 

Vice President Mike Pence 
outlines U.S. efforts to restore 
democracy and the rule of law  
in Venezuela.

From the start, the Baker Institute 
has provided an independent 
platform for leaders from all  
walks of life to discuss current 
policy issues. The images on these 
pages highlight some of the year’s 
most prominent speakers.

A COMMITMENT  
TO OPEN DIALOGUE
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BOARD OF ADVISORS

From left, James A. Baker, III; Ambassador Edward P. Djerejian; Marc J. Shapiro, board of advisors chair; and Steven L. Miller.
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Marc J. Shapiro, Chair

His Excellency 
Sheikh Abdulla bin Ali Al-Thani, Ph.D.

The Honorable Hushang Ansary

James A. Baker IV

E. William Barnett

Laura D. Bellows

Angela Blanchard

Kirbyjon H. Caldwell

Clarence P. Cazalot Jr.

Stephen I. Chazen, Ph.D.

The Honorable Peter R. Coneway

James W. Crownover

The Honorable Linnet Deily

The Honorable Charles W. Duncan Jr.

Lynn Laverty Elsenhans

Claudio X. González

Jeffery D. Hildebrand

Gerald D. Hines 

Steven L. Miller 

Franci Neely

Armen Orujyan, Ph.D.

Harry M. Reasoner

David Rhodes

Beth Robertson

The Honorable John F.W. Rogers

A.R. “Tony” Sanchez Jr.

Park Shaper 

L.E. Simmons

The Honorable Warren W. Tichenor

Robert B. Tudor III

John Eddie Williams Jr.

Randa Duncan Williams

Wallace S. Wilson

EX OFFICIO MEMBERS

The Honorable  
Madeleine Korbel Albright

The Honorable James A. Baker, III

The Honorable Edward P. Djerejian

David W. Leebron

Gen. Colin L. Powell, USA (Ret.)
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BAKER INSTITUTE  
25TH ANNIVERSARY

The funds raised for the 25th Anniversary 
Gala support our mission as a nonpartisan 
catalyst for the exchange of ideas and 
their translation into action. We extend 
our deepest gratitude for the philanthropy 
of donors that makes the work of the 
institute possible.

25TH ANNIVERSARY  
HONORARY HOSTS

The Honorable Hushang Ansary  
and Mrs. Ansary 

GALA CO-CHAIRS

Franci Neely
Andrea White
John L. Nau III
Ned Holmes

HONORARY GALA CHAIRS

The Honorable George H.W. Bush 
The Honorable George W. Bush 
The Honorable Jimmy Carter 
The Honorable Madeleine Korbel Albright
Gen. Colin L. Powell, USA (Ret.)

GALA HOST COMMITTEE

Neelofur and Sami Ahmad
H.E. Sheikh Abdulla bin Ali Al-Thani, Ph.D.
Eddie and Chinhui Allen
Judy Ley Allen
Nancy C. Allen
Dina Alsowayel and Tony Chase
Carlos and Malú Alvarez
Anonymous
The Honorable James A. Baker III  

and Mrs. Baker
James A. Baker IV and Meredith A. Baker
Peggy and Bill Barnett
Melza and Ted Barr
Laura D. Bellows
Angela Blanchard
Kevin and Winnie Bonebrake

Raymond and Susan Brochstein
Divya and Chris Brown
Betty and John T. Cabaniss
Alasdair Cathcart and Zhenya Yoder
Ann and Clarence Cazalot
Anne and Albert Chao
Steve and Pat Chazen
Melinda Clark and Clark Trantham
Lynn and Peter Coneway
The Honorable John Cornyn
Susie and Sanford Criner
Steve and Liz Crowell
Jim and Molly Crownover
Bruce Culpepper
Rania and Jamal Daniel
Robert A. Day
The Honorable Linnet Deily
John and Tracy Dennis
The Honorable Edward P. Djerejian  

and Mrs. Djerejian
William J. Doré Sr.
Charles and Anne Duncan
Nancy S. Dunlap
Susan and Mac Dunwoody
David Elder and Melinda Snell
Lynn Laverty Elsenhans and John W. 

Elsenhans
Patti and Richard Everett
Doug and Melissa Fordyce
Cece and Mack Fowler
Karen and Larry George
Clare Glassell
Claudio X. González
Kathy and Martyn Goossen
Gerald and Barbara Hines
Kay and Ned Holmes
Patricia P. Hubbard
Farhina and Mohsin Imtiaz
David and Julie Itz
Catherine and Brian James
Olive McCollum Jenney
Bridget Jensen
Sis and Hasty Johnson
Sissy and Denny Kempner
Sima and Masoud Ladjevardian
Harriet and Truett Latimer
Y. Ping Sun and David W. Leebron

Meredith and Cornelia Long
Sultana and Moez Mangalji
Mr. and Mrs. Rodney H. Margolis
Steve Massad and Laura Devitt
Shazma and Arshad Matin
Burt and Deedee McMurtry
Janice and Robert McNair
Sheila and Steve Miller
John L. Nau III
Franci Neely
Clay and Margaret Neff
David and Carol Neuberger
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph S. O’Connor
Armen Orujyan and Ruzanna Avetisyan
Carrin Patman and Jim Derrick
Wade Rakes and Nicholas Miller
Fairfax and Risher Randall
Harry and Macey Reasoner
Mark and Patti Renton
David and Emma Rhodes
Beth Robertson
The Honorable John F.W. Rogers
David M. Rubenstein
A.R. Sanchez
Louisa Stude Sarofim
Cathryn and Doug Selman
Marc and Jeri Shapiro
Riaz and Salma Siddiqi
Virginia and L.E. Simmons
Barbara and Louis Sklar
Walt and Mary Lou Smith
Charif and Charlotte Souki
Lois and George Stark
Mike Stude
Amy Sutton and Gary Chiles
Hasti Taghi
Stephen and Nancy Thorington
Guillermo “Memo” and Tammy Treviño
Phoebe and Bobby Tudor
Matt and Bess Wareing
The Honorable William H. White  

and Mrs. White
John Eddie and Sheridan Williams
Wallace S. and Jeanie K. Wilson
Geraldine I. and Scott W. Wise
Cyvia G. Wolff and Marc Grossberg
Nina and Michael Zilkha
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GALA UNDERWRITERS

Sofía Adrogué and Sten Gustafson
Dr. Khamis Al-Kaabi
Guglielmo Andreoli and Giovanna Marciano
Dr. and Mrs. Bruce S. Appelbaum
John and Staci Barber
Dr. Andrew Bowen and Dr. Jon Avalos
Anne R. Bunting
Marco A. Chaoul and Erika de la Garza
Dr. Virginia A. Clark
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen C. Cook
Taylor Cooper and Ben Stevenson
Stephanie Coulter, M.D.
Christian C. Covington
Lacey Neuhaus Dorn and Tucker Dorn
Patrick and Fariba Durkin
Michol and Mike Ecklund
Arthur and Gail Faris Jr.
Julie Fette and Luc Messier
Mary Kay Freeman
Stinson Gibner and LeThuy Dao-Gibner
Frederic L. “Fritz” Glover  

and Joan Baird Glover
Les and Marty Greenberg
Scott and Therese Griffiths
Ms. Kellie Hepper and Mr. Jeff Hepper
Dr. Vivian Ho
Ms. Laurie Jackson and Mr. George Jackson
Ken and Tracy Janda
Christene and Joshua Kimmel
Igor Kliakhandler  

and Ekaterina Podossinnikova
Neal and Joni Lane
David and Kay Lasater
Ted and Anna Litton
Richard Madubunyi
Dr. Greg Mayer and Dr. Anita Mayer
Rhonda McDonald
Sandra and Adams McHenry
Dr. Kenneth B. Medlock III
K S Nagesh and Sheldon G. Nagesh
Anaeze Offodile II, M.D., MPH
Susan and Walter Pye
Richard Rabinow and Kathryn Rabinow
Regina Rogers
Schlumberger
Sophia Sciabica

Jill Thompson Shull
Dr. Caren Siehl and Ms. Kim Siehl
Richard and Josephine Smith
Johnny and Doris Spencer
Keri Sprung
Doreen Stoller and Dan Piette
Diane St. Yves
Katherine Warren
Katy Wile

GALA CONTRIBUTORS

Hosts
The Honorable Hushang Ansary 

and Mrs. Ansary

Statesman
Anonymous I
Anonymous II

Secretary
Melza and Ted Barr
Steve and Pat Chazen
Chevron
Sheila and Steve Miller
Franci Neely
Qatar Leadership Centre

Ambassador
Lynn Laverty Elsenhans  

and John W. Elsenhans
The Robert and Janice McNair Foundation
John L. Nau III/Silver Eagle Distributors
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph S. O’Connor
Beth Robertson
Marc and Jeri Shapiro
Tellurian, Inc.
Stephen and Nancy Thorington
John Eddie and Sheridan Williams

Diplomat
Anonymous
Ann and Clarence Cazalot
The James and Molly Crownover  

Family Foundation/
Susan and Mac Dunwoody
Rania and Jamal Daniel
The Honorable Linnet Deily

William J. Doré Sr.
Charles and Anne Duncan/
Wallace S. and Jeanie K. Wilson
Meredith and Cornelia Long
Lillie Robertson
The Honorable John F.W. Rogers
Shell Oil Company
Phoebe and Bobby Tudor

Attaché
Siva and Edward Adams Jr./
Eleitha Rose and Donald Bowers II/
Brandi Odum and Bobby Dixon Jr./
Terri Shorter Gee and Terrence Gee/
Nicole and Sherman Lewis III/
Bernice and Sherman Lewis
Neelofur and Sami Ahmad/
Farhina and Mohsin Imtiaz/
Shazma and Arshad Matin/
Sultana and Moez Mangalji/
Riaz and Salma Siddiqi
Eddie and Chinhui Allen/
Nancy C. Allen/
Clare Glassell/
Olive McCollum Jenney/
Fairfax and Risher Randall
Carlos and Malú Alvarez/
Guillermo and Tammy Treviño
Anonymous
AT&T
The Honorable James A. Baker III  

and Mrs. Baker
James A. Baker IV and Meredith A. Baker
Baker Botts
Baker Institute Center for Energy Studies
Peggy and Bill Barnett/
Raymond and Susan Brochstein
Bechtel
Dr. Andrew Bowen and Dr. Jon Avalos/
Ms. Kellie Hepper and Mr. Jeff Hepper/
Ms. Laurie Jackson  

and Mr. George Jackson/
Dr. Greg Mayer and Dr. Anita Mayer/
Dr. Caren Siehl and Ms. Kim Siehl
Betty and John T. Cabaniss/
Harriett and Truett Latimer
Anne and Albert Chao
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Melinda Clark and Clark Trantham/
Karen and Larry George/
Catherine and Brian James/
Cathryn and Doug Selman/
Amy Sutton and Gary Chiles
The Consulate General of the State of Qatar
The Coneway Family Foundation
Susie and Sanford Criner/
Cece and Mack Fowler/
Sissy and Denny Kempner
Steve and Liz Crowell/
WoodRock and Company/
David Elder and Melinda Snell/
David and Julie Itz/
Matt and Bess Wareing
The Honorable Edward P. Djerejian  

and Mrs. Djerejian/
Sis and Hasty Johnson/
Carrin Patman and Jim Derrick
Michol and Mike Ecklund
Patti and Richard Everett
Kathy and Martyn Goossen/
Mr. and Mrs. Rodney H. Margolis/
David and Carol Neuberger/
Lois and George Stark/
Cvyia Wolff and Marc Grossberg
Scott and Theresa Griffiths Family Fund
H-E-B
Kay and Ned Holmes
Mrs. Bridget Jensen
Lazard Frères
Y. Ping Sun and David W. Leebron
Steve Massad and Laura Devitt/
Walt and Mary Lou Smith
Burt and Deedee McMurtry
Harry and Macey Reasoner
Rice University
Schlumberger
Mr. David Sickey/Coushatta Tribe  

of Louisiana
The Virginia and L.E. Simmons Family 

Foundation
Law Office of Diane St. Yves
Texas Medical Center
Allison and Troy Thacker
The Honorable William H. White  

and Mrs. White
W.S. Bellows Construction Corporation

Friends
Judy Ley Allen
Guglielmo Andreoli and Giovanna Marciano
Dr. and Mrs. Bruce S. Appelbaum
John and Staci Barber
Sandra Blackmun
Mrs. Thomas W. Blake
Dr. and Mrs. Eric Bodin
Michael and Marsha Bourque
Divya and Chris Brown
Anne R. Bunting
Mr. and Mrs. Eric Cassidy
Virginia Myers and John Emmett Chandler
Alejandro Chaoul and Erika de la Garza
Jean and Kenny Chapman
Dr. Virginia A. Clark
Llayron L. Clarkson Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen C. Cook
Taylor Cooper and Ben Stevenson
Stephanie Coulter, M.D.
Christian C. Covington
Mary Dix
Lacey Neuhaus Dorn and Tucker Dorn
Nancy S. Dunlap
Ms. Michelle Dupre
Patrick and Fariba Durkin
Arthur and Gail Faris Jr.
Julie Fette and Luc Messier
Mary Kay Freeman
Stinson Gibner and LeThuy Dao-Gibner
Frederic L. “Fritz” Glover  

and Joan Baird Glover
Brendan and Kathryn Godfrey
Gary Gray
Les and Marty Greenberg
Dr. Vivian Ho
Anabelle and Andrew Hooks
Roger Horchow
Ken and Tracy Janda
Hani Jneid
Albert and Elizabeth Kidd
Christene and Joshua Kimmel
Igor Kliakhandler  

and Ekaterina Podossinnikova
Nicholas and Micah Kurtenbach
Sima and Masoud Ladjevardian
Neal and Joni Lane
David and Kay Lasater

Joan Schnitzer Levy
Mr. Sherman Lewis III
Ted and Anna Litton
Richard Madubunyi
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Martin
Edward and Gaye McCullough
Rhonda McDonald
Sandra and Adams McHenry
Richard and Virginia Mithoff
Mr. and Mrs. William V. Morgan
K S Nagesh and Sheldon G. Nagesh
Anaeze Offodile II, M.D., MPH
Kimberly Padeletti
Mr. and Mrs. Byron K. Pope
Susan and Walter Pye
Richard Rabinow and Kathryn Rabinow
Wade Rakes and Nicholas Miller
Regina Rogers
Deborah Rush
Mrs. Theresa Sandoval Hanson
Valerie and Ben Sheppard
Jill Thompson Shull
William and Stephanie Sick
Barbara and Louis Sklar
Mrs. Natalie Smith
Richard and Josephine Smith
Johhny and Doris Spencer
Keri Sprung
Doreen Stoller and Dan Piette
Mike Stude
Hasti Taghi
Drew and James Treybig
Mrs. David M. Underwood
Mollie and William Van Devender
Richard and Ann Vaughan
Katherine Warren
Mr. Mark Wawro
Jennifer and Neil Wizel
Mr. and Mrs. Mathew D. Wolf
Pampee and David Young
Dorey and George Zodrow

Special Recognition
Jeff Cox
Françoise Djerejian
David M. Rubenstein
City Kitchen Catering
The Events Company
The Post Oak Hotel at Uptown Houston
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NAMED ENDOWMENTS  
AND GIFTS

The Baker Institute named endowment 
contributors provide permanent 
sustainable funds directed toward a 
specific purpose in support of public 
policy fellows, scholars, interns and 
programmatic initiatives.

The Honorable James A. Baker, III 
and Mrs. Baker

Baker Botts L.L.P.
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond D. Brochstein 
Harry and Hazel Chavanne Endowment
The Will Clayton Fund
Cullen Foundation
Cullen Trust for Higher Education
Kelly Day Foundation
The Honorable Edward P. Djerejian  

and Mrs. Djerejian
The Honorable Charles W. Duncan Jr.  

and Mrs. Duncan
Alfred C. Glassell, III
Glassell Family Foundation
Aron S. and Anaruth P. Gordon Endowment
Houston Endowment, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Howell
The James P. and Sarah F. Jackson 

Endowment
Mr. Joseph D. Jamail
Burdine Johnson Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Edward A. Kelly
Kuwait Foundation for the  

Advancement of Science
MD Anderson Foundation
Robert and Sarah McLaurin Endowment
Mr. and Mrs. Burton J. McMurtry
Mr. and Mrs. Robert C. McNair
The Robert and Janice McNair Foundation
The Meadows Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Steven L. Miller
The Honorable Robert A. Mosbacher  

and Mrs. Mosbacher
Tassie and Constantine Nicandros 

Foundation
The Fred and Mabel R. Parks Foundation

The State of Qatar Endowment for 
International Stem Cell Policy

Taylor and Robert H. Ray Endowment
Sid W. Richardson Foundation
Diana Tamari Sabbagh Foundation
L.E. and Virginia Simmons Family 

Foundation
The Starr Foundation 
Susan Vaughan Foundation
Mr. Wallace S. Wilson

PROGRAMMATIC GIFTS

Direct program support allows  
fellows, scholars and researchers to  
investigate current and new research 
areas and creates opportunities to  
engage undergraduate and graduate  
students in the research and policy  
recommendation processes.

Mr. George W.S. Abbey
Mrs. Othelia Alford
Ms. Joan Allen
Mr. Michael Alsup
Mr. Thomas C. Altman
Mr. George Baker
Mr. Douglas Bergner
Ms. Alyce M. Boster 
Brocher Foundation
Mr. Frederick C. Burns III
Carnegie Corporation of New York
Mr. Taylor D. Carter
Center for Houston’s Future
Mr. Matthew E. Chen
Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin Cheng
Chevron
The Clayton Fund
El Club Continental
Mrs. Carmen A. Cooper
Mr. Steven Cowart
Mr. Gabriel J. Cuadra
Davoudi Family Foundation
Drug Policy Alliance
Mrs. Catherine Ehlinger
Ms. Jennifer D. Elkins
Mr. Stephan Ellner

Episcopal Health Foundation
Fahmy Hudome International
FTI Consulting
Dr. Cullen K. Geiselman
Global Policy Group 
Mr. Claudio X. González
Greater Houston Community Foundation
The Greenwall Foundation
George and Mary Josephine Hamman 

Foundation
Mr. Henry Hamman
The Heinlein Prize Trust
Hines Interests Limited Partnership
Dr. Jennifer V.  Hogan
Mr. Sanford E. Holmes
Houston Endowment, Inc.
Mrs. Amy Myers Jaffe
Mr. Uriel H. Jones
Mr. Nicholas Kalomeris
Professor Diane Kaplan
Mr. Jay M. Kaplan
Kinder Foundation
Mr. William Knull III
Charles Koch Foundation
Mr. Jeffrey Kubik
Dr. and Mrs. Neal F. Lane
Mr. Lynn A. Lednicky
Mr. Stuart Leventhal
The Henry Luce Foundation
Mr. Karim Marani
Ms. Rebecca Marvil
The McNair Foundation
Meadows Mental Health Policy Institute
Mr. and Mrs. Steven L. Miller
National Institutes of Health
National Science Foundation
Ms. Franci Neely
O’Connor & Hewitt
Mr. Stewart C. O’Dell
Mrs. Grayson Parks
Mr. James Thomas Pulliam
Ms. Beth Robertson
Mr. Solomon Schein
Mr. and Mrs. Edward G. Schreiber
Seminar Network 
Ms. Lauren T. Shapiro
Shell Oil Company
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Dr. Nicolas Shumway
Mr. Brian Smyth
Diana Davis Spencer Foundation 
Stardust Fund
Mr. Jesse Stuart
Mr. Thomas N. Tate
Tellurian, Inc.
Texas Criminal Justice Coalition
Joseph H. Thompson Fund
UNICEF
Dr. Jean Vorhaben
Mr. Mike Wiethorn
Ms. Aerin K. Williams
Mr. Gregory Wilson
Zinn Petroleum

CAPTAIN JAMES ADDISON  
BAKER SOCIETY

The Captain James Addison Baker 
Society was created by Rice University to 
recognize the foresight and generosity 
of alumni and friends who have named 
the Baker Institute or Rice University as 
a beneficiary of a will, revocable trust, 
retirement plan, life insurance policy or 
life-income gift, such as in a charitable 
gift annuity or charitable remainder trust.

Mrs. Judy Ley Allen
Mr. John Bannon Jr.
Mr. William Conover II
Mr. and Mrs. Tucker Dorn
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Espinoza
Ms. Bonner Moffitt
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Randall III
Mr. and Mrs. Marc Shapiro

CORPORATE GIVING

ENERGY FORUM
The Center for Energy Studies (CES) is 
supported by corporate and individual 
members who participate in the  
Energy Forum via workshops, research 
and outreach. The Energy Forum 
provides an opportunity for members 
to be involved in CES energy research 
and energy policy events and to meet 
personally with distinguished statesmen 
and industry leaders who shape the 
energy world today.

Director’s Circle
Baker Botts LLP
Cheniere Energy, Inc.
Chevron Corporation
FTI Consulting
Saudi Aramco
Schlumberger 

Advisory Board
American Air Liquide Holdings, Inc.
Apache Corporation
BHP Billiton
BP 
ConocoPhillips
Cotemar International LLC
Deloitte
Direct Energy
Equinor
Ernst & Young
Exxon Mobil Corporation
Marathon Oil Corporation
Noble Energy
Phillips 66
Shell Oil Company
Tellurian, Inc.
TOTAL E&P New Ventures, Inc. 
Total E&P USA, Inc.
Tudor, Pickering, Holt & Co. 
Wallace S. Wilson

Associate Members 
ENGIE North America
Hess Corporation
Methanex Corporation

Supporting Members 
Deloitte MarketPoint LLC
Energy Intelligence

HEALTH POLICY FORUM
The Health Policy Forum facilitates the 
exchange of ideas among medical and 
policy professionals in Texas and U.S. 
audiences. These discussions provide 
the foundation for health policy research 
and recommendations, and foster an 
improved understanding of national 
health concerns.

Corporate Members
Baylor College of Medicine
CHI St. Luke’s Health 

Patron Members
Community Health Choice
Episcopal Health Foundation 
The University of Texas MD Anderson 

Cancer Center

Benefactor Members
Bank of America Merrill Lynch
Texas Children’s Hospital 

Individual Members
Dr. Cullen K. Geiselman
Mr. Wade Rakes II and Mr. Nicholas Miller
Texas Heart Institute
UTMB, Office of the President
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MEXICO FORUM
The Mexico Forum, the membership 
base of the Center for the United States 
and Mexico, is supported by corporate 
and individual members who participate 
in workshops and research events. 
The center provides research-based 
recommendations to decision-makers on 
both sides of the border and is dedicated 
to developing practical approaches to key 
policy issues that affect the U.S.-Mexico 
relationship.

Founder’s Circle
Hines Interests Limited Partnership
Kimberly-Clark Worldwide, Inc.
Marek Brothers Systems, Inc.
Mr. William N. Mathis
Mexican Business Council
Mr. and Mrs. Marc J. Shapiro 

Director’s Circle 
BP 

Partners
Haynes and Boone, LLP 

Friends
BBVA USA Bancshares, Inc.
Control Risks Group Holdings Ltd
Deleon Trade LLC

INDIVIDUAL GIVING

BAKER INSTITUTE ROUNDTABLE
The Roundtable is our premier 
membership forum, dedicated to 
advancing the mission of the institute. 
Through annual giving, members of this 
group foster community engagement in 
some of the most pressing public policy  
challenges, while interacting with  
world leaders, national decision- 
makers and leading researchers.

Statesman Circle
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Chazen
Mrs. Clare A. Glassell
Mr. Gary M. Gray
Baroness Kandy Kaye Horn
Mrs. Deedee McMurtry
Mr. and Mrs. John Eddie Williams

Ambassador
His Excellency Sheikh bin Ali Al-Thani Ph.D. 

and Sheikha Ghaya Al Mosallam
The Honorable Madeleine Korbel Albright
Mrs. Barbara Allbritton
Mrs. Judy Ley Allen
Mr. and Mrs. J.D. Bucky Allshouse
The Honorable Hushang Ansary  

and Mrs. Ansary
The Honorable James A. Baker, III  

and Mrs. Baker 
Mr. and Mrs. James A. Baker IV
Mr. and Mrs. E. William Barnett
Dr. and Mrs. F.T. Barr
Mrs. Thomas W. Blake
Mr. and Mrs. John T. Cabaniss
Rev. Kirbyjon H. Caldwell and Mrs. Caldwell
Mr. and Mrs. Clarence P. Cazalot Jr.
Dr. Virginia A. Clark
The Honorable Peter R. Coneway 

 and Mrs. Coneway
Mr. and Mrs. James W. Crownover
The Honorable Linnet Deily
The Honorable Edward P. Djerejian  

and Mrs. Djerejian
The Honorable Charles W. Duncan Jr.  

and Mrs. Duncan
Mr. and Mrs. John W. Elsenhans

Mr. Claudio X. González
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffery D. Hildebrand
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald D. Hines
Mr. and Mrs. David Klein
President David Leebron  

and Ms. Y. Ping Sun
Mr. and Mrs. Cary McNair
Mr. and Mrs. Robert C. McNair
Mr. John Pendergrast  

and Ms. Laura D. Bellows
Mr. and Mrs. Harry M. Reasoner
Ms. Beth Robertson
The Honorable John F.W. Rogers  

and Mrs. Deborah Lehr
Dr. and Mrs. Nansen Saleri
Mr. and Mrs. A.R. “Tony” Sanchez Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Sarofim
Mr. and Mrs. Marc J. Shapiro
Mr. David Sickey
Mr. and Mrs. L.E. Simmons
Mr. Mike S. Stude
The Honorable Warren W. Tichenor  

and Mrs. Tichenor
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Tudor III
Mr. and Mrs. Wallace S. Wilson

Diplomat
Dr. Edward R. Allen III and Dr. Chinhui Allen
Dr. and Mrs. Eric Bodin
Mr. and Mrs. C. R.  Bunch
The Honorable Robert L. Clarke 

and Mrs. Clarke
Mr. and Mrs. Tucker Dorn
Mrs. Michol L. Ecklund
Mr. and Mrs. Sheldon R. Erikson
Mr. and Mrs. Aubrey M. Farb
Mr. and Mrs. William Finger
Mr. Joe Gatto
Mr. and Mrs. Melbern G. Glasscock
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Hooks
Mr. and Mrs. David D. Itz
Mrs. Olive M. Jenney
Mr. and Mrs. Meredith J. Long
Mr. Eduardo López
Mr. and Ms. Steven L. Miller
Mr. Sterling Minor and Ms. Ellen Luby
Mrs. Nancy R. Morrison
Mrs. Cyvia R. Wolff 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael S. Zilkha
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Partner
BBVA Compass
Mrs. Carol Butler
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Cialone II
Dr. Llayron L. Clarkson  

and Mr. Llayron Clarkson Jr.
Mr. Roberto C. Contreras
Mr. and Mrs. Chadwick C. Deaton
Ms. Nancy S. Dunlap
Mr. and Mrs. W. McComb Dunwoody
Mr. Patrick Falcon and Ms. Blaine Adams
Mrs. Nanette Finger
Mr. and Mrs. Dan H. Flournoy
Mr. Brian Freedman
Mr. and Mrs. Ford J. Frost
Mr. and Mrs. Fritz L. Glover
Mr. and Mrs. Robert H. Graham
Mr. Aric Gray
Mr. and Mrs. Les E. Greenberg
Mr. and Mrs. Ben Guill
Mr. Alvin Jensen
Mrs. Bridget L. Jensen
Mr. Basil Karatzas
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen M. Kaufman
Dr. Pamela Kennedy and Mr. Mike Stinson
Mr. and Mrs. Stuart Kensinger
Mr. and Mrs. Albert N. Kidd
Mr. and Mrs. Melvyn N. Klein
Mr. and Mrs. Livingston Kosberg
Mr. Charles Londa Jr.
Ms. Angela Lutz
Mr. and Mrs. Rodney H. Margolis
Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Menard
Mr. and Mrs. Richard W. Mithoff
Mrs. Betty Kyle Moore
Mr. J. Reymundo Ocañas
Mr. and Mrs. William Okerlund
Mr. and Mrs. Edoardo Padeletti
Dr. Shoyab Panchbhaya  

and Ms. Tahia Khan
Mr. Wade A. Rakes II and Mr. Nicholas Miller
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Randall III
Mr. and Mrs. William E. Randall
Mr. and Mrs. Risher Randall
Mr. William E. Rankin
Mr. Javier Rodriguez Soler

The Honorable Lee H. Rosenthal  
and Mr. Gary Rosenthal 

Mrs. Louisa S. Sarofim
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Swinson
Mr. G. Irvin Terrell
Mr. and Mrs. Lewis P. Thomas III
Mr. and Mrs. Richard B. Vaughan
Ms. Katherine Warren
Ms. Carol Wood

Colleague
Mr. and Mrs. Louis K. Adler  
Mr. Bradley Alford and Ms. Donna Baker
Dr. Ammar Alkhawaldeh 
Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Allspach 
Dr. and Mrs. Bruce Appelbaum 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Baillio Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. John C. Baker
Mr. Gustavo Barbosa
Mrs. Janice Barrow
Mr. and Mrs. Todd F. Barth
Ms. Elisabeth Bates
Ms. Janet Bates
Mr. and Mrs. Augie Bering
Mr. Robert Bertagne
Dr. Kevin Biddle  

and Dr. Katherine Balshaw-Biddle 
Mr. Peter Bielinski  

and Ms. Kathryn Boehme
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Blackmun
Ms. Sandra Blackmun
Ms. Carroll P. Blue
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Bourque 
Mr. and Mrs. Hugh Bowers
Mr. Tom Bowes
Mr. and Mrs. John Bowman  
Mr. Louis K. Brandt
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Bratic 
Mr. John Brickey
Mr. and Mrs. E. Brown Jr. 
Mr. and Mrs. Sam Brown
Ms. Kay B. Bruce
Mr. and Mrs. Lee Bryant 
Mr. and Mrs. John Chandler 
Ms. Judy Chapman
Mr. and Mrs. O. Don Chapoton 

Dr. Sam Chaudhuri  
and Dr. Nupur Chaudhuri  

Ms. Julie Gianelloni Connor
Ms. Rohini Coorg
Mr. Stewart Cureton Jr.
Dr. Alexander Dell 
Mr. and Mrs. Curtis Denson 
Mr. and Mrs. Stuart Diamond
Mrs. Mary Dix
Mr. and Mrs. John Dorn
Mr. and Mrs. Melvin A. Dow
Mr. and Mrs. A. Baker Duncan 
Mr. and Mrs. John Duncan Jr. 
Mr. and Mrs. Jimmy Dunne 
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Durkin
Mr. David Elder and Ms. Melinda Snell
Mr. and Mrs. John Elder III 
Mrs. Mary Fairchild
Dr. Thomas Faschingbauer
Ms. Susan Feickert
Mr. DuBois Ferguson
Mr. and Mrs. Carlos Fernandez 
Mr. Robert Frederick
Mr. Alex Freire
Dr. Kenneth Gabbay and Dr. Myrna Gabbay
Mr. Robert Gilliam and Ms. Betty Adkins
Dr. and Mrs. Brendan Godfrey 
Mr. and Mrs. Martyn Goossen 
Dr. and Mrs. K. L. Gould 
Dr. Vicky Gresik 
Mr. John Hale
Mr. and Mrs. Henry R. Hamman 
Mr. and Mrs. William Harp 
Mr. and Mrs. James Hennessy 
Ms. Sheri Henriksen
Ms. Maureen Higdon
Dr. George Hildebrandt 
Dr. Vivian Ho and Dr. Richard Boylan 
Mr. and Mrs. Ken W. Janda
Mrs. Daniel R. Japhet
Mr. and Mrs. James K. Jennings Jr. 
Ms. Pamela Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. Frank G. Jones 
Dr. and Mrs. Prashant Kale 
Mr. and Mrs. Jay Kaplan 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Kauffman 
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Dr. and Mrs. John R. Kelly 
Mr. and Mrs. Mavis P. Kelsey Jr. 
Mr. and Mrs. Harris L. Kempner Jr. 
Mr. and Mrs. James King 
Ms. Barbara M. Kirsch
Dr. Edward Kroger
Dr. Vitold Kruka and Ms. Nancy Younger
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Lamb
Mr. and Mrs. R. Truett Latimer
Dr. Rochelle Levit and Mr. Max Levit
Mrs. Joan Schnitzer Levy
Mr. Alan Livingston
Mr. Joshua Loomes
Mr. and Mrs. H. Malcolm Lovett Jr. 
Mr. Richard Madubunyi
Mr. and Mrs. Moez Mangalji 
Dr. Barbara Manousso
Mr. and Mrs. J. Stephen Marks 
Mr. and Mrs. Earle P. Martin Jr. 
Mr. and Mrs. George Martinez 
Mr. Stephen A. Massad
Mr. and Mrs. Richard B. Mayor 
Mr. James W. McCartney
Mr. and Mrs. Edward S. McCullough 
Mr. and Mrs. James D. McMurrey Jr. 
Ms. Kathryn McNiel
Ms. Karen McRae
Dr. and Mrs. John Mendelsohn 
Mr. and Mrs. Preston Moore III
Mr. and Mrs. Roland Moreau 
Dr. and Mrs. Charles Neblett 
Mr. and Mrs. David Neuberger 
Mr. and Mrs. Jacks C. Nickens Jr.  
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Ofner 
Mr. and Mrs. John Orton 
Mr. Dee S. Osborne
Mr. Al Pacholder and Ms. Elizabeth White
Mr. and Mrs. Philip Patman
Mr. Horst Paul and Mrs. Letitia Clark 
Mr. Richard Pesin
Mr. Michael Pierson and Ms. Polly Lewis
Dr. Kathryn Rabinow  

and Mr. Richard Rabinow 
Dr. Carmen Reznik and Mr. Carter Reznik 
Mr. William D. Rogers
Ms. Stephanie Rudd
Ms. Melissa Sandefer

Mr. and Mrs. Edward Schreiber 
Ms. Laurie Scott
Mrs. Valerie Sheppard
Mr. and Mrs. Jeremy M. Smith 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard S. Smith 
Mr. Ronald Sommers 
Ms. Diane St. Yves
Mr. and Mrs. George Stark
Dr. and Mrs. Richard Stasney 
Mr. Jerry Strickland
Mr. and Mrs. J. Taft Symonds 
Dr. and Mrs. Masayoshi Takashima 
Mr. and Mrs. Isaac Tapia 
Mr. and Mrs. William Taylor III
Mr. and Mrs. James B. Tennant 
Mrs. Martha Thywissen
Dr. Clark Trantham and Ms. Melinda Clark
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Tyler 
Dr. Stephen Tyring and Dr. Patricia Tyring 
Mr. Kim Tyson
Mr. James G. Ulmer
Ms. Kathryn Underhill
Mr. and Mrs. Jose L. Valera 
Mr. and Mrs. Eugene H. Vaughan Jr.
Ms. Molly Ward
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy H. Wasp 
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Weaver
Dr. and Mrs. Jasper Welch Jr. 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Westmark 
Mrs. Sara E. White
Mr. and Mrs. James F. Wiggins 
Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin D. Wilcox 
Ms. Pippa Wiley
Ms. Nancy B. Willerson
Ms. Joanne Wilson
Dr. Charles Wolf
Mr. and Mrs. David Wolff 
Mr. Ronald G. Woods
Ms. Melinda Yee
Mr. and Mrs. James Young 
Mr. T. Michael Young
Mr. Myron Zeitz

ROUNDTABLE  
YOUNG PROFESSIONALS
The Roundtable Emerging Leaders and 
Associate Roundtable are membership 
groups that provide individuals age  
45 and under with the opportunity to 
network with policy leaders and 
other young professionals.

Emerging Leaders
Mr. and Mrs. Mikhail Alekseenko 
Mr. Ahmed AlTammar
Ms. Tochi Amadi
Mr. Mohamed Amer
Mr. Guglielmo Andreoli  

and Ms. Giovanna Marciano
Dr. Rudeina Baasiri 
Mr. Michael Bagg
Mr. and Ms. Mark Bahorich
Mr. Sean Barrett
Mr. Paul Belin
Ms. Megan Berge
Ms. Camille Bergsrud
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory Besozzi 
Mr. Wirt Blaffer
Ms. Allyson Bremer
Mr. Jamal Cadwell
Dr. Amelie Carlton and Mr. Charles Carlton
Mr. Leonard Chan
Dr. and Mrs. Darren M. Chapman
Mr. Tanmay Chaturvedi
Mr. Saurabh Chaugule
Dr. Matthew Cheney
Mr. Matthew Corbett
Mr. William Cotta
Mr. and Mrs. Sean C. Cowan
Ms. Sarah Daniel
Mr. Vipul Devluk
Mr. and Mrs. David S. Diamonon
Ms. Mariana Diez
Ms. Courtney DiNardo
Mr. Ewan Dinsdale  

and Mr. Andrew McCooey 
Mr. Daniel Dobesh
Ms. Melanie Dobney
Mr. and Mrs. William Doyle 
Ms. Mollie Duckworth
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Ms. Katie Dunwoody
Mr. and Ms. Andrew Dupre
Ms. Amanda Dworak
Mr. and Mrs. W. Winston Elliott IV
Mr. Paul Ernster
Mr. Daniel Espinoza
Mr. Rami Farasin
Mr. Danny Fields
Mr. and Mrs. Vasile R. Filip
Mr. and Mrs. Clayton Finney
Mr. and Mrs. Brent Flannery
Mr. George Frank
Mr. Michael Freedman
Mrs. Sonja Fulbright
Ms. Stephanie Gilliam
Mr. Matthew Ginzberg
Mr. Alejandro Ibáñez Gómez
Mr. Placido Gomez  

and Ms. Norma Torres Mendoza
Ms. Lisa Gonzalez
Ms. Ruth Gotschall
Ms. Victoria Grinbaum
Ms. Sophia Guevara
Mr. Brandy Guidry
Mr. Karn Gupta
Mr. and Mrs. David Gutierrez
Ms. Katherine Hallaway
Dr. and Mrs. Travis Hanson 
Mr. Tyler Harris
Mr. Ammar Hazzazi
Mr. Ryan Hickman
Ms. Christina Holch
Mr. Erin Hopkins
Mr. William Hotze
Ms. Sherlyn Hufford
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Ivany
Mr. Anudeep Jain
Mr. Brent Johns
Ms. Jessica Johnston
Dr. Hani Jneid and Ms. Djenita Butulija
Ms. Natasha Khan
Ms. Monica Kim
Mr. and Mrs. Joshua Kimmel 
Mr. Jason Kist
Mr. Erik Kritz
Mr. Mark Kunzman
Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas Kurtenbach

Mr. Louie Layrisson
Mr. David Lee
Mr. Kellan Lewis
Mr. Andrew Lin
Mr. David Liou
Mr. Jon Lobb
Mr. Stephen Louis
Mr. and Mrs. Jed Lowrie
Ms. Rosalee Maffitt
Mr. Matthew Marand
Mr. James Marshall
Ms. Kimberly Matthews
Dr. Kirstin R.W. Matthews  

and Mr. Robert D. Matthews 
Ms. Meghan McElvy
Mr. and Mrs. Darby McEvoy
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Mersinger 
Ms. Keily Miller
Mr. and Mrs. Sheldon Nagesh
Ms. Leena Ninan
Mr. Robert Nnake
Mr. Jeffrey Oliver
Mr. Rick Pal
Mr. David Parr
Mr. Paresh Patel
Ms. Sheel Patel
Mr. Salman Patoli
Mr. Kreg Pearless
Mrs. Rachel Racz
Mr. Clint Rancher
Ms. Sarah Ringold
Mr. Raul Rodriguez
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Rokita
Mr. Richard Rose
Mr. Neeraj Salhotra
Mr. Harout Samra
Ms. Danielle Santori 
Mr. Ron Scharnberg
Ms. Kimberly Schlanger
Ms. Colleen Sheedy
Ms. Jill Shull
Mr. Drew Sims
Ms. Katie Slater
Mr. Rik Sneep
Mr. Myron Stout  

and Mrs. Emeline Kuhner-Stout
Mr. Aaron Strassner

Mr. Chris Sudjadi
Mr. and Mrs. Emmett D. Swartz
Mr. Manuel Tatavak
Mr. Carter Timbel
Mr. and Mrs. Gerard Trevino
Ms. Rachel Turkington
Mr. Ty Umoh
Dr. Leticia Vega
Mr. Jeffrey Voegeli
Mr. and Mrs. Robinson Vu 
Mr. B. J. Walker Jr.
Mr. Emmett Walsh
Mr. Ethan Weber
Dr. Joshua Weed
Mr. Daniel West
Dr. Jason Westin 
Mr. Eli Witus and Dr. Alexandra Kirshner 
Ms. Kaylee Yocum

Associate Roundtable
Mr. Steven Adams
Ms. Elcin Aktas
Mr. Mohammed Alhouty
Ms. Shatha Alnaji
Mr. Gaspare Aloi
Mr. Yousef Alshammari
Ms. Ashley Arciero
Mr. Bojan Babic
Ms. Bolutife Bamgboye
Ms. Frances Barrett
Mr. Farouk Bello
Ms. Maya Ben-Bassat
Mr. Evan Berlin
Mr. Lucas Bifera
Mr. James Bott
Mr. James Briggs
Mr. Charles Card-Childers
Mr. Christopher Castle
Mr. Bryant Chambliss
Ms. Melissa Chicaiza Perdomo
Mr. Aditya Choudhary
Mrs. Kristin Clapp
Mr. Scott Coffman
Mr. Enrique Covarrubias
Mr. Sarry Dahdah
Mr. Seymour Dear
Mr. Alejandro Degwitz
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Mr. Besart Dibra
Dr. Maya El Hariri
Ms. Alejandra Enriquez-Ibanez
Mr. Steven Erzinger
Mr. Casey Eskridge
Mr. Steven Fernandez
Mr. Jason Files
Mr. Scott Filip
Mr. Roy Fox III
Mr. David Freeman
Mr. Bryant R. Fulk
Mr. Cong Gao
Mr. Harshvardhan Gedam
Ms. Basmah Ghauri
Ms. Noelle Gilman
Mr. Nicholas Gruy
Ms. Gelila Haile
Ms. Yehyung Ham
Ms. LaTreshia Hamilton
Mr. Yu Han
Mr. Edward Hanic Jr.
Ms. Margaret Hartman
Mr. Alexander Harvey
Mrs. Rachel Hasan
Ms. Esther Huang
Ms. Sarah Hudgins
Ms. A. Nicole Iademarco
Ms. Sastya Dayu R. Indrawarman
Mr. William Irby
Ms. Valentina Izquierdo
Mr. William Janowski
Ms. Faustine Jean-Louis
Mr. Bradley Johansen
Mr. Dylan Jones
Mr. Leehwan Ju
Mr. Jacob Juneau
Ms. Mikayla Kaake
Mr. Eman Kandeyl
Mr. Thomas Kendelbacher
Mr. Woo Kwan Kim 
Mr. Sean Kimiagar
Ms. Katarina Kremling
Dr. Abhilash Krishna
Ms. Alexandra Krus
Ms. Saniha Lakhpaty
Mr. Samson Lapray
Ms. Kate Larson

Ms. Jacobi Lockett
Ms. Estefanny Lopez
Ms. Sandy Ma
Mr. Karim  Marani
Mr. Kyle Margolis
Mr. Tariq Masaud
Mr. William Maxwell
Mr. Morgan-Sean McCright
Mr. Victor Medina Jr.
Ms. Zhijing Mei
Mr. Branden Montgomery
Ms. Daniella Moore
Ms. Diana Morales
Mr. Michael Mundey
Ms. Laila Nabi
Mr. Clayton Natho
Mr. Isaiah Neve
Ms. Joyce Olewe
Mr. Shawn O’Neill
Mr. Ekam Onyeagu
Ms. Gloria Ortega
Ms. Alexandra Orzeck
Mr. Paul Pass
Ms. Hawabibi Patel
Mr. Kristopher Pfeiffer
Mr. Jonathan Pham
Mr. Stephen Preston
Mr. Zohaib Qadri
Ms. Kaiyue Qiu
Mr. Eduardo Ramirez Salinas
Mr. Alvaro Jorge Ramos Neto
Mr. Patrick Ray
Mr. Brian Reagan
Ms. Prathima Reddy
Ms. Suzanne Rismiller
Ms. Margaret Rogers
Mr. Paul W. Rollins
Mr. Travis Salinas
Mr. Mauricio Salla
Ms. Katie Samson
Mr. Peter Sanborn
Ms. Sterling Schrader
Ms. Christine Shaheen
Mr. Taylor Shamshiri
Mr. Binod Shrestha
Mr. Utkarsh Shukla
Ms. Alexandra Snodgrass

Mr. Sameer Soleja
Mr. Shawn Stankavage
Ms. Laura Jean Stargardt
Mr. Rafael Struve III
Ms. Melody Tan
Mr. David Thacker
Mr. Troy Timmer
Mr. Lee Timmins
Ms. Vivian Truong
Ms. Neeharika Tumati
Mr. Aaron Varghese
Mr. Michael Villemarette
Mr. Luka Vukomanovic
Ms. Ruimin Wang
Ms. Sandra Wang
Mr. Ke Wu
Mr. Fadi Yacob
Mr. Sameer Zafar
Mr. Heng Zang
Mr. Minghao Zhou

Gifts to the institute are tax  
deductible under applicable rules.  
The Baker Institute is part of Rice 
University’s tax-exempt status as a 
section 501(c)(3) “public charity.”

Although we are only able to list those 
gifts that totaled $50 or more from  
July 1, 2018, through June 30, 2019, 
please accept our thanks for each 
gift, which helps to support the Baker 
Institute’s programs and research.  
We strive for accuracy in acknowledging 
those who have given to the Baker 
Institute, and we regret any omission  
or error, which we ask you to bring to  
our attention.
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The fiscal year of Rice University’s 
Baker Institute corresponds to that 
of the university, running from July 1 
to June 30. For the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 2019, the Baker Institute 
received $14.80 million in revenue 
and spent $13.14 million in expenses.

Fiscal year 2019 was exceptional 
for the institute due to the revenues 
and expenses of the 25th anniversary 
gala celebration in November 2018. 
The fundraising event raised a 
total of $5.4 million, including $2.7 
million in FY19. Current use gifts 
from supporters and distributed 
earnings from the Baker Institute’s 
endowment represented the two 
largest sources of revenue during the 
year. Revenue from research grants 
constituted 19% of the institute’s 
total revenue. 

Research expenses from 
the institute’s policy centers and 
programs represent over two-thirds 
of all expenditures. The remaining 
expenses cover operating costs such 
as management and administrative 
staff salaries; communications, 
marketing and fundraising expenses; 
and building maintenance costs. 
All expenses relating to the 25th 
anniversary gala celebration 
are included in the budget as 
administrative costs. 

In fiscal year 2020, the institute 
will continue to pursue sustainable 
endowment and current use funding 
to provide financial security for 
centers and programs to develop 
new initiatives and expand research 
activities in key policy areas.

ENDOWMENT HISTORY	

FISCAL	 MARKET	 EARNINGS	 NEW CONTRIBUTIONS 
YEAR	 VALUE	 DISTRIBUTED	 TO ENDOWMENTS

2010	 $	 60.85 	 $	 3.19 	 $	 1.05 

2011	 $	 65.19 	 $	 3.26 	 $	 1.44 

2012	 $	 78.16 	 $	 3.37 	 $	 3.86 

2013	 $	 81.31 	 $	 3.33 	 $	 1.08 

2014	 $	 88.69 	 $	 3.61 	 $	 —

2015	 $	 101.09 	 $	 3.77 	 $	   2.35 

2016	 $	 104.24 	 $	 4.43 	 $	 0.01 

2017	 $	 99.12 	 $	 4.53 	 $	 3.10

2018	 $	 113.05 	 $	 4.69 	 $	 1.10

2019	 $	 119.75	 $	 5.01	 $	 4.70  

*Market value as of June 30 of the previous fiscal year 	 (in millions of U.S. dollars)

INCOME STATEMENT — FISCAL YEAR 2019	
REVENUE 	 $	 14.80  
 

Baker Institute endowment distribution	 $	  5.01 

Current use gifts from supporters	 $	  6.95

Research grants	 $	  2.74 

Rice University funds	 $	  0.10 
 		

EXPENSES 	 $	  13.14  

Research programs and grants	 $	  9.06  

Administration, communications and development 	 $ 	 4.08 

NET INCOME	 $	  1.66 

(in millions of U.S. dollars)

FINANCIAL SUMMARY

EXPENSES — FY2019

n	 Research programs and grants (69%)

n	 �Administration, communications  
and development (31%)

REVENUE — FY2019

n	 Baker Institute endowment distribution (34%)

n	 �Current use gifts from supporters (47%)

n	 Research grants (19%)

n	 �Rice University funds (1%)



FELLOWS

George W.S. Abbey
Senior Fellow in Space Policy

Samih Al-Abid, Ph.D.
Diana Tamari Sabbagh Fellow  

in Middle Eastern Studies

Joe Barnes	
Bonner Means Baker Fellow

Jorge Barro, Ph.D.
Fellow in Public Finance

Joyce Beebe, Ph.D.
Fellow in Public Finance

Kristian Coates Ulrichsen, Ph.D. 
Fellow for the Middle East

Gabriel Collins, J.D. 
Baker Botts Fellow in Energy and  

Environmental Regulatory Affairs

Erika de la Garza	
Senior Advisor, Latin America Initiative

John W. Diamond, Ph.D.
Edward A. and Hermena Hancock Kelly  

Fellow in Public Finance 
Director, Center for Public Finance

The Honorable Edward P. Djerejian
Director, Baker Institute 
Janice and Robert McNair Chair  

in Public Policy 
Edward A. and Hermena Hancock Kelly 

University Chair for Senior Scholars 

Adrian Duhalt, Ph.D.
Postdoctoral Fellow in  

Mexico Energy Studies

Kenneth M. Evans, Ph.D. 
Scholar in Science and Technology Policy

Mark Finley
Fellow in Energy and Global Oil

David A. Gantz, J.D. 
Will Clayton Fellow in Trade and 

International Economics 

Vivian Ho, Ph.D.
James A. Baker III Institute Chair  

in Health Economics 
Director, Center for Health  

and Biosciences

Thomas L. Hogan, Ph.D.
Fellow in Public Finance

Peter J. Hotez, M.D., Ph.D.	
Fellow in Disease and Poverty

Mark P. Jones, Ph.D.	
Fellow in Political Science
Joseph D. Jamail Chair in  

Latin American Studies

Jim Krane, Ph.D.	
Wallace S. Wilson Fellow for  

Energy Studies

Paul Lagunes, Ph.D.	
Board of Advisors Visiting Fellow

Neal F. Lane, Ph.D.
Senior Fellow in Science and  

Technology Policy 
Professor of Physics and  

Astronomy Emeritus

Steven W. Lewis, Ph.D.
C.V. Starr Transnational China Fellow 
Jesse Jones Leadership Center Summer 

Intern Program Coordinator 

Michael D. Maher, Ph.D.
Senior Program Advisor,  

Center for Energy Studies

Farhan Majid, Ph.D.
L.E. and Virginia Simmons Fellow  

in Health and Technology Policy

William Martin, Ph.D.
Harry and Hazel Chavanne Senior Fellow  

in Religion and Public Policy 
Director, Drug Policy Program

Kirstin R.W. Matthews, Ph.D.
Fellow in Science and Technology Policy

Allen Matusow, Ph.D.
Academic Affairs Director

Kenneth B. Medlock III, Ph.D.
James A. Baker, III, and Susan G. Baker 

Fellow in Energy and Resource 
Economics 

Senior Director, Center for Energy Studies

Rachel A. Meidl, LP.D., CHMM
Fellow in Energy and Environment

Michelle Michot Foss, Ph.D.
Fellow in Energy and Minerals

Francisco J. Monaldi, Ph.D.
Fellow in Latin American Energy Policy

Rodrigo Montes de Oca, J.D., LL.M. 
Research Scholar, Center for the United 

States and Mexico

Quianta Moore, M.D., J.D.	
Fellow in Child Health Policy

Katharine Neill Harris, Ph.D.
Alfred C. Glassell, III, Fellow in Drug Policy

Kelsey Norman, Ph.D.
Fellow for the Middle East

Tony Payan, Ph.D.
Françoise and Edward Djerejian Fellow  

for Mexico Studies
Director, Center for the United States  

and Mexico

Jennifer Rabb, J.D., LL.M.
Director and Fellow, McNair Center  

for Entrepreneurship and  
Economic Growth
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Jose Ivan Rodriguez-Sanchez, Ph.D.
Postdoctoral Research Fellow in  

International Trade, Center for the 
United States and Mexico 

Ronald L. Sass, Ph.D.
Fellow in Global Climate Change

Annelle Sheline, Ph.D.
Zwan Postdoctoral Fellow,  

Center for the Middle East

Gilead Sher
Isaac and Mildred Brochstein Fellow in 

Middle East Peace and Security  
in Honor of Yitzhak Rabin 

Marah Short
Associate Director, Center for Health  

and Biosciences

Nicolas Shumway, Ph.D.
Senior Program Advisor, Center for  

the United States and Mexico 
Baker Institute Rice Faculty Scholar
Frances Moody Newman Chair  

in Humanities

Robert M. Stein, Ph.D.
Fellow in Urban Politics

Mohammad Ayatollahi Tabaar, Ph.D.
Fellow for the Middle East 

George Webb, J.D.
Scholar for Entrepreneurship 

John B. Williams	
Presidential Elections Program Fellow

A.Kadir Yildirim, Ph.D.
Fellow for the Middle East

RICE FACULTY SCHOLARS

Pedro Alvarez, Ph.D.
George R. Brown Professor of Civil and 

Environmental Engineering

Jim Blackburn, J.D.
Professor in the Practice of  

Environmental Law 
Co-director, Severe Storm Prediction, 

Education and Evacuation from 
Disasters (SSPEED) Center 

Dagobert Brito, Ph.D.
Professor Emeritus in Economics

Nathan J. Citino, Ph.D.
Barbara Kirkland Chiles Professor  

of History

Daniel Cohan, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor of Civil and 

Environmental Engineering

David Cook, Ph.D.
Professor of Religion

Robert Curl, Ph.D.
Kenneth S. Pitzer-Schlumberger 

Professor Emeritus of Chemistry
1996 Nobel Laureate in Chemistry

André Droxler, Ph.D.
Professor of Earth Science  

Luis Duno-Gottberg, Ph.D.
Professor of Caribbean and Film Studies 
Chair, Department of Spanish, Portuguese 

and Latin American Studies

Elaine Howard Ecklund, Ph.D.
Herbert S. Autrey Chair in Social Sciences
Professor of Sociology
Director, Religion and Public Life Program

Scott Egan, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor of BioSciences

Farès el-Dahdah, Ph.D.
Professor of Humanities 
Director, Humanities Research Center 

Mahmoud A. El-Gamal, Ph.D.
Professor of Economics and Statistics
 Chair in Islamic Economics, Finance  

and Management

Julie Fette, Ph.D.
Associate Professor of French Studies

Jeremy Fox, Ph.D.
Professor of Economics

Luz Maria Garcini
Rice Academy Affiliate in Psychology 

Peter Hartley, Ph.D.
George A. Peterkin Professor  

of Economics 

Yael V. Hochberg, Ph.D.
Ralph S. O’Connor Professor  

of Entrepreneurship 
Head, Rice University Entrepreneurship 

Initiative

Rachel Kimbro, Ph.D.
Professor of Sociology
Founding Director, Urban Health Program, 

Kinder Institute for Urban Research

Moramay López-Alonso, Ph.D.
Associate Professor of History

Melissa Marschall, Ph.D.
Professor of Political Science

Caroline A. Masiello, Ph.D.
Professor of Earth, Environmental and 

Planetary Sciences, Chemistry,  
and Biosciences

Peter Mieszkowski, Ph.D.
Professor Emeritus of Economics
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Leslie Schwindt-Bayer, Ph.D.
Professor of Political Science

Richard J. Smith, Ph.D.
George and Nancy Rupp Professor  

of Humanities Emeritus

Ronald Soligo, Ph.D.
Professor Emeritus of Economics

Richard Stoll, Ph.D.
Albert Thomas Professor of  

Political Science

Diana Strassmann, Ph.D.
Carolyn and Fred McManis Distinguished 

Professor in the Practice of Humanities
Director, Program on Poverty, Justice  

and Human Capabilities

Ted Temzelides, Ph.D.
George and Cynthia Mitchell Chair  

in Sustainable Development

Daniel S. Wagner, Ph.D.
Associate Professor of Biochemistry  

and Cell Biology

Dan Wallach, Ph.D.
Professor of Computer Science and of 

Electrical and Computer Engineering

Calvin H. Ward, Ph.D.
Foyt Family Chair of Engineering
Professor Emeritus of Civil and 

Environmental Engineering and  
Ecology and Evolutionary Biology

George Zodrow, Ph.D.
Allyn R. and Gladys M. Cline Chair of 

Economics 
International Research Fellow, Centre for 

Business Taxation, Oxford University
Chair, Department of Economics

RESEARCH STAFF

Zeinab Bakhiet
Center for Health and Biosciences

Pamela L. Cruz
Center for the United States and Mexico

Igor Hernández
Center for Energy Studies

Shih Yu “Elsie” Hung
Center for Energy Studies

Robert Idel
Center for Energy Studies

Christopher F. Kulesza, Ph.D.
Center for Health and Biosciences

Jose La Rosa Reyes
Center for Energy Studies

Jiabei Li
Center for Energy Studies

Santiago López Álvarez 
Center for the United States and Mexico

Daniel Moralí
Center for Health and Biosciences

Kelly Neill
Center for Energy Studies

Daniel Prudencio
Center for the United States and Mexico

Enrique Quezada
Center for the United States and Mexico

Sasathorn Tapaneeyakul, Ph.D.
Center for Health and Biosciences

Patrick S. Tennant, Ph.D.
Center for Health and Biosciences

Lebena Varghese, Ph.D. 
McNair Center for Entrepreneurship and 

Economic Growth

Han Yan
Center for Energy Studies

For a current list of our experts, please 
visit our website at bakerinstitute.org.
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Chetna Cates
Assistant Director of Development —  

Membership

Colton Cox
Policy Assistant to the Director

Regina Dennis
Staff Editor

Jeff Falk
Associate Director of  

National Media Relations

Morgan Garvey
Stewardship Officer

Lisa Guáqueta
Program Manager, Center for  

the United States and Mexico

Lianne Hart
Editorial Director

Kristin Hoffmeister
Staff Editor

Laura Hotze
Events Coordinator

Christene Kimmel
Director of Development — 

Center for Energy Studies  
and Special Projects

Brenda K. Laymance
Administrator, Center for  

Health and Biosciences

J.E. Lyons
Logistics Manager

Giovanna Marciano
Director of Finance

Andrew Murillo
Audiovisual Specialist

Kim Murphy
Executive Assistant to the Director

Rafael Nuñez
Web Manager

Shawn O’Neill
Senior Graphic Designer

Daniel Padilla
Audiovisual Technician

Christine Pfeffer
Financial Coordinator

Cecelia Schmidt
Events Assistant

Ben Stevenson
Director of Operations  

and Planning

Macy Stewart
Assistant Director of Events 

Diana Uribe
Administrative Coordinator

Melissa Vossler
Program Administrator,  

Center for Energy Studies

Lisa Winfrey
Grants Specialist

Patty Yaple
Graphic Designer

Kevin Young
Assistant Director of  

Audiovisual Operations

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF

44 | Rice University’s Baker Institute for Public Policy



JOIN THE CONVERSATION 
online for the latest news, research, events and  

opinions from the Baker Institute.

www.bakerinstitute.org/getinvolved

To learn more about supporting  
the institute, please contact: 

Office of Development 

713.348.4945

roundtable@rice.edu

Direct all media inquiries to:

Jeff Falk
Associate Director of National Media Relations

713.348.6775

jfalk@rice.edu

The Baker Institute annual report is produced with funds provided by The Cullen Foundation Publication Endowment. 

Cover image courtesy of Tommy LaVergne, Rice University.
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MAILING ADDRESS

Baker Institute for Public Policy
Rice University, MS–40

P.O. Box 1892
Houston, TX 77251-1892

CONTACT

713.348.4683
bipp@rice.edu

www.bakerinstitute.org
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