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6 research centers 

8 research programs

55 fellows, scholars and research staff

81 Rice faculty and affiliated scholars

101 events

124 blog posts

133 student interns

166 classes taught

201 countries reached on the web

228 publications

18,973 media citations

26,642 followers on social media

Year at a Glance
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Mission

Rice University’s Baker 
Institute for Public Policy is a 
nonprofit, nonpartisan think 
tank in Houston, Texas. The 
institute produces independent 
research on domestic and 
foreign policy issues with a 
focus on providing decision-
makers in the public and private 
sectors with relevant and 
timely policy assessments and 
recommendations. 

By bringing statesmen, 
scholars and students together, 
the institute broadens the 
content and reach of its 
policy assessments and 
recommendations, and provides 
an open forum for debate and 
discussion. 

The institute educates students 
on public policy issues and 
related subjects by offering 
courses at Rice University and 
sponsoring student intern and 
mentoring programs at home 
and abroad. 
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Honorary Chair’s Message

On March 31, 1993, I gave a speech at Rice University outlining my vision for the  
James A. Baker III Institute for Public Policy. I spoke about the deep need in our country 
for thoughtful ideas to guide and inspire action, and the ways I hoped the Baker Institute 
would achieve this goal.

Twenty-five years ago, it would have been hard to imagine the institute coming as far as it 
has, as fast as it has. Every year since that speech, the Baker Institute has grown broader 
in scope, deeper in analysis, and more dynamic in the ways it engages with stakeholders. 
Drawing on Houston’s unique comparative advantages, the institute has exceeded 
expectations in offering valuable analysis on the most important policy challenges of our 
time. This was demonstrated again this year by the institute’s ranking as one of the world’s 
top five university-affiliated think tanks.

The institute’s research continues to grow in the important subject areas we have 
addressed since day one, as well as in new ones. An exciting example of this growth is 
the institute’s newly established Presidential Elections Program, which will be wholly 
unique in the study of modern presidential electoral politics and campaigns. The 
program comes at an important time. As someone who has been involved in a number 
of presidential races, I can say without question that this program will be a valuable 
resource for stakeholders of all political parties to better understand and respond to the 
changing dynamics of American politics.

The Baker Institute has evolved a great deal over the past quarter century, and in the 
years ahead we will continue to seek new opportunities to make a difference in guiding 
policymaking and political dialogue through trustworthy research. Our founding principle 
of nonpartisan, data-driven policy analysis has served us well over the years, and will 
continue to guide and differentiate the institute. We believe the future is bright. 

As we plan for the Baker Institute’s 25th anniversary in 2018, we hope you will continue  
to be involved in this meaningful journey.

The Honorable James A. Baker, III
Honorary Chair

04.13.17  Former Secretary of State 
James A. Baker, III, presents humanitarian 
Marguerite Barankitse with the James A. 
Baker III Prize for Excellence in Leadership 
for her commitment to the prevention 
of violence and genocide and to the 
stabilization of Burundi.
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Director’s Message

At a time when our nation and the world face major challenges and debates assail our 
institutions, Rice University’s Baker Institute for Public Policy is more relevant than ever. 
Our steady commitment to our comparative advantages enables us to lend a respected voice 
to key domestic and foreign policy issues.

Thus, it is with much satisfaction that I report to you on the wealth of accomplishments  
of our past 12 months. The institute featured prominent speakers, research workshops  
and conferences. We launched a new Center for Public Finance to address national and  
local tax and fiscal policy, and an innovative program to study presidential elections.  
We recruited fellows in energy, health and drug policy, and we developed new research 
agendas. Our engagement with Rice students is solidly established through internship and 
other opportunities, as well as the numerous courses taught by our fellows, including those 
for the Master of Global Affairs program. Last but not least, the institute is fully committed  
to Rice University’s recovery policies following Hurricane/Tropical Storm Harvey. 

Looking forward, our center and program directors were tasked with defining a five-year 
road map for the institute’s research, which I am pleased to report was approved by our 
board of advisors.

2018 will mark the Baker Institute’s 25th anniversary commemoration centered around the 
theme “A Quarter of a Century – Making History.” Our goal is to lay a strong foundation for 
the institute’s next 25 years with a series of programs and events that will culminate with a 
gala in the fall. We very much hope to celebrate this important milestone with you.

We can all be proud to have built an institute that is ranked as one of the very top university-
affiliated think tanks in the world and that impacts our nation’s policy discourse. Allow me 
to express my profound gratitude to you, the members of our board of advisors, donors, 
researchers, students, staff and the Rice and Houston communities. Without each of you, the 
institute would not have received these laurels and we are honored by your participation, 
commitment and support.

The Honorable Edward P. Djerejian
Director

11.15.16  Ambassador Edward P. 
Djerejian discusses the complex political 
landscape of the Middle East at an exclusive 
event for Roundtable members.
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11.29.16  The Baker Institute and Rice 
University’s Politics, Law & Social Thought 
Program examine the rise of populist 
movements in Europe and the United States.

Research Centers and Programs

RESEARCH PROGRAMS

China Studies

Drug Policy

International Economics

Latin America Initiative

Presidential Elections

Religion and Public Policy 

Science and Technology Policy

Space Policy

STUDENT PROGRAMS
Baker Institute Student Forum

French Institute of International Relations

Jesse Jones Leadership Center Summer in  
	 D.C. Policy Research Internship Program

Moscow Summer Intern Program

Urban Lab: Middle East

LECTURE SERIES
Director’s Lecture Series

McLarty Lecture Series

M.D. Anderson Medicine, Research and 	
Society Policy Issues Series

Shell Distinguished Lecture Series

Vecinos Lecture Series

RESEARCH CENTERS

Center for Energy Studies
	 Electricity Policy
	 Energy and Environment
	 Global Natural Gas
	 Unconventional Resources
	 Global Oil
	 Energy Access and Geopolitics

Center for Health and Biosciences
	 Domestic Health Policy Analysis
	 Global Health
	 Biomedical Research

Center for the Middle East
	 Conflict Resolution and U.S.  
		  Foreign Policy
	 Women’s Rights in the Middle East
	 Political Economy of the Arab Gulf
	 Islamist Movements
	 U.S.–Iran Relations
	 Pluralism and Inclusion

Center for Public Finance

McNair Center for Entrepreneurship  
	 and Innovation

Mexico Center
	 The U.S.-Mexico Border
	 Energy
	 The Rule of Law
	 Trade and Economics

http://bakerinstitute.org/china-studies/
http://bakerinstitute.org/drug-policy-program
http://bakerinstitute.org/international-economics-program/
http://bakerinstitute.org/the-latin-america-initiative-program/
http://bakerinstitute.org/religion-policy-program/
http://bakerinstitute.org/science-technology-policy/
https://www.bakerinstitute.org/space-policy-program/
http://bisf.bakerinstitute.org/
https://www.bakerinstitute.org/students/french-institute-of-international-relations/
https://www.bakerinstitute.org/students/jesse-jones-leadership-center-summer-in-dc-policy-research-internship-program/
https://www.bakerinstitute.org/students/jesse-jones-leadership-center-summer-in-dc-policy-research-internship-program/
https://www.bakerinstitute.org/students/moscow-summer-intern-program/
http://bakerinstitute.org/middle-east-politics-and-policy-program/
http://bakerinstitute.org/center-for-energy-studies/
https://www.bakerinstitute.org/center-for-energy-studies/electricity-policy/
https://www.bakerinstitute.org/center-for-energy-studies/energy-environment/
https://www.bakerinstitute.org/center-for-energy-studies/natural-gas-unconventional-resources/
https://www.bakerinstitute.org/center-for-energy-studies/natural-gas-unconventional-resources/
https://www.bakerinstitute.org/center-for-energy-studies/global-oil/
http://bakerinstitute.org/center-for-health-and-biosciences/
https://www.bakerinstitute.org/domestic-health-policy-analysis/
https://www.bakerinstitute.org/global-health/
https://www.bakerinstitute.org/center-for-health-and-biosciences/biomedical-research/
http://bakerinstitute.org/center-for-the-middle-east/
https://www.bakerinstitute.org/conflict-resolution-us-foreign-policy/
https://www.bakerinstitute.org/conflict-resolution-us-foreign-policy/
https://www.bakerinstitute.org/center-for-the-middle-east/women-and-human-rights-in-the-middle-east/
https://www.bakerinstitute.org/political-economy-arab-gulf/
https://www.bakerinstitute.org/islamist-movements/
https://www.bakerinstitute.org/us-iran-relations/
https://www.bakerinstitute.org/carnegie-project/
https://www.bakerinstitute.org/center-for-public-finance/
http://bakerinstitute.org/mcnair
http://bakerinstitute.org/mcnair
http://bakerinstitute.org/mexico-center/
https://www.bakerinstitute.org/the-usmexico-border/
https://www.bakerinstitute.org/energy/
https://www.bakerinstitute.org/the-rule-of-law/
https://www.bakerinstitute.org/trade-and-economics/
https://www.bakerinstitute.org/presidential-elections-program/
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AWARDS AND OTHER HONORS  

Linda Capuano
Elected to serve a second term on Peak 
Reliability’s board of directors and as chair of its 
governance committee
Elected emeritus advisor to the board of 
directors, Produced Water Society

Kristian Coates Ulrichsen
Appointed to the Committee on Academic 
Freedom, Middle East Studies Association of 
North America

Edward P. Djerejian
Order of Honor, Republic of Armenia

Vivian Ho
Healthcare Advocacy Award, Doctors for Change
Outstanding Article of the Year Award, Agency 
for Healthcare Research and Quality Healthcare 
Cost and Utilization Project 

Peter Hotez
2017 Distinguished Achievement Award, B’Nai 
B’rith International
2017 John P. McGovern Award, American Medical 
Writers Association
Named Chadwick Memorial Lecturer, Royal 
Society of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene
Named one of Fortune magazine’s “34 Leaders 
Who Are Changing Health Care”
2017 Carlos Slim Foundation Health Award

Michael Maher
Selected to the board of directors, Association of 
Rice Alumni

Kenneth B. Medlock III
Named distinguished fellow, Institute of Energy 
Economics, Japan

Francisco J. Monaldi
Appointed nonresident fellow, Center for Global 
Energy Policy; senior adjunct researcher, School 
for International and Public Affairs; and member 
of the Committee on Extracative Industries, 
Center on Sustainable Investment, Columbia 
University

Quianta Moore
Named member of Mayor Sylvester Turner’s 
Task Force on Equity

SCHOLARSHIPS

Aaron Huang ’18
Gilman International Scholar
Thomas R. Pickering Fellowship

Mishi Jain ’17
Truman Scholar

Awards and Scholarships
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Policy in the Classroom

ARCH 412	 Advanced Seminar in Architecture
ARCH 433	 The Cullinan Seminar
ARCH 501	 Core Design Studio I
ASIA 489	 Chinese Politics
BIOC 310	 Independent Research for 

Biochemistry & Cell Biology
BIOC 447	 Biology & Medicine
BIOC 447	 Experimental Biology & the Future  

of Medicine
BIOC 588	 Cellular Interactions
BIOC 611	 Research Seminar in Biochemistry  

& Cell Biology
BIOC 800	 Biochemistry & Cell Biology  

Graduate Research
BIOE 510	 Seminar in Tropical Medicine
BUSI 463	 Foundations of Entrepreneurship: 

Strategy & Funding
CEVE 302	 Sustainable Design
CEVE 310	 Principles of Environmental 

Engineering
CEVE 406	 Intro to Environmental Law
CEVE 510	 Principles of Environmental 

Engineering
CEVE 536	 Environmental Biotechnology  

& Bioremediation
COMP 215	 Intro to Program Design
COMP 390	 Computer Science Projects
COMP 427	 Intro to Computer Security
COMP 435	 Election Systems, Technologies  

& Administration
COMP 590	 Computer Science Projects
EBIO 340	 Global Biogeochemical Cycles
ECON 270	 Ecosystem Management

ECON 343	 Corporate Finance
ECON 355	 Financial Markets
ECON 365	 World Economic History
ECON 437	 Energy Economics
ECON 439	 Advanced Topics in Law & Economics
ECON 452	 Religion, Ethics & Economics
ECON 481	 Health Economics
ECON 483	 Public Finance
ECON 484	 Public Economics
ECON 502	 Macroeconomics
ECON 547	 Advanced Topics in Energy Economics
ECON 565	 Health Economics
ECON 601	 Energy Economics I
ECON 602	 Microeconomics of the Energy Sector
ECON 604	 Energy Economics II
ECON 605	 Taxation in the Energy Sector
ECON 608	 Risk Management in the  

Energy Industry
ESCI 103	 Field Trips for the Earth
ESCI 201	 The Science Behind Global Warming
ESCI 506	 Carbonate Depositional Systems
ESCI 516	 Seminar — Topics on Carbonates:  

Reef & Global Change
ESCI 580	 Pitching Your Science
FILM 339	 Trends in Cuban Culture
FREN 305	 Literary & Cultural Analysis
FREN 453	 Immigration & Citizenship
FWIS 113	 Race, Policy & Racial Change in America
FWIS 147	 America through French Eyes
GLBL 501	 Global Systems I
GLBL 502	 Institutions & Development
GLBL 513	 International Cooperation

2016–2017 FELLOW/SCHOLAR-TAUGHT COURSES
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GLBL 514	 The Middle East Cauldron & United 
States Policy

GLBL 519 	 Master of Global Affairs Internship
GLBL 520	 Master of Global Affairs Capstone
GLBL 521	 Directed Reading in Global Affairs
GLBL 541	 Energy Policy
GLBL 542	 International Macroeconomic Policy
HIST 351	 America Since 1945
HIST 359	 The U.S. in the 20th Century World
HIST 436	 America in the Middle East
HIST 536	 America & the World
HONS 470	 Rice Undergrad Scholars Program
HUMA 371	 Poverty, Justice & Human Capabilities
LASR 158	 Intro to Latin American Studies
MGMT 641	 Entrepreneurial Strategy
MGMT 764	 Entrepreneurship Lab: Energy
MGMT 766	 Entrepreneurship Lab: Health Care
MGMT 970	 Operations Strategy
MLSC 701	 Capstone II
NSCI 511	 Science Policy & Ethics
POLI 211	 Intro to International Relations
POLI 212	 Intro to Comparative Politics
POLI 238	 Politics of Developing Nations
POLI 305	 Directed Reading I
POLI 306	 Directed Reading II
POLI 330	 Minority Politics
POLI 332	 Urban Politics
POLI 337	 Public Policy
POLI 373	 War & Politics
POLI 420	 Election Systems
POLI 459	 Sex, Gender & Political 

Representation in Latin America
POLI 501	 Social Scientific Thinking II

POLI 530	 Approaches to American Government
POLI 568	 Comparative Political Institutions
POLI 591	 Directed Reading Methodology
POLI 592	 Directed Reading Methodology
POLI 593	 Directed Reading in American Politics
POLI 594	 Directed Reading in American Politics
POLI 595	 Directed Reading in International 

Relations
POLI 596	 Directed Reading in International 

Relations
POLI 597	 Directed Reading in Comparative 

Politics
POLI 598	 Directed Reading in Comparative 

Politics
POLI 599	 Teaching Political Science
POST 201	 Baker Institute Intro to Public Policy
RELI 223	 Qur’an & Commentary
RELI 356	 Major Issues in Contemporary Islam
RELI 384	 Pilgrimage & Crusade
RELI 441	 Magic & Popular Religion
RELI 442	 Classical & Contemporary  

Arabic Texts
RELI 530	 Pedagogy Practicum
RELI 536	 Christianity & Islam in Africa
SOCI 380	 Social Theory
SOCI 394	 Human Development in Global & 

Local Communities
SOCI 438	 Family Seminar
SOCI 526	 Contemporary Theory
SOCI 582	 Quantitative Data Analysis I
SOCI 611	 Crafting a Dissertation
SPPO 477	 Cuban Baseball

10.28.16  Students from the Master of 
Global Affairs Program meet with General 
Electric CEO Jeffrey R. Immelt prior to a 
discussion on global competitiveness and 
the Texas economy. 
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senior director of the CES, co-authored 
a major study on “Electricity Reform and 
Retail Pricing in Texas” with Rice faculty 
scholar Peter Hartley and nonresident 
scholar Olivera Jankovska. The report 
determined that “deregulation” of 
electricity generation in Texas led to 
improvement in company and market 
efficiency to the benefit of retail 
electricity customers. 

Medlock continued his analysis of the U.S. 
shale revolution by publishing studies, 
co-authored with CES fellows and other 
experts, on the employment impacts of 
upstream oil and gas investment in the 
U.S. and on the ability of shale producers 
to scale-up development activity. 

Jim Krane, the Wallace S. Wilson Fellow in 
Energy Studies, focused on the challenges 
faced by Middle East oil and gas producers 
and governments in the new low price 
environment. Among other research, he 
assessed how Middle East nations are 
under pressure to reduce energy subsidies 
for their citizens as growing domestic 
energy consumption erodes the countries’ 
ability to export oil. Krane, with co-
author Gabriel Collins, also examined 
evolving U.S. military guarantees for Gulf 
oil security in light of growing U.S. shale 
production and falling U.S. imports from 
the Middle East.

As the market struggled to maintain 
oil prices while U.S. shale production 
rebounded, the Center for Energy 
Studies (CES) analyzed data, government 
policy and geopolitics to understand the 
ramifications for industry, policymakers 
and energy consumers. The center’s 
policy studies, briefs, commentaries, 
conferences and engagement with 
industry and government were 
instrumental in the CES maintaining its  
No. 2 ranking among the world’s energy 
and natural resource policy think tanks. 

The center added three new fellows in 
fiscal year 2017: Gabriel Collins, Baker 
Botts Fellow in Energy & Environmental 
Regulatory Affairs; Christopher Smith, 
Advisory Board Fellow in Energy Studies; 
and Adrian Duhalt, Postdoctoral Fellow in 
Mexico Energy Studies. 

A major initiative for the CES was a 
series of energy briefs for the Trump 
administration. The reports provided 
guidance on energy policy, policy toward 
the hydrocarbon sector in Latin America, 
the U.S.-Saudi relationship and challenges 
limiting the beneficial use of produced 
water from oil and gas operations.

Kenneth B. Medlock III, the James A. 
Baker, III, and Susan G. Baker Fellow in 
Energy and Resource Economics and 

Energy Studies

https://www.bakerinstitute.org/experts/peter-hartley/
https://www.bakerinstitute.org/experts/olivera-jankovska/
https://www.bakerinstitute.org/experts/jim-krane/
https://www.bakerinstitute.org/center-for-energy-studies/
https://www.bakerinstitute.org/center-for-energy-studies/
https://www.bakerinstitute.org/experts/gabe-collins/
https://www.bakerinstitute.org/experts/chris-smith/
https://www.bakerinstitute.org/experts/adrian-duhalt/
https://www.bakerinstitute.org/experts/kenneth-b-medlock-iii/
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Mexico’s ongoing rollout of its energy 
reforms and Venezuela’s collapsing 
economy and oil sector were focus areas 
for Francisco J. Monaldi, Fellow in Latin 
American Energy Policy. He also assessed 
the role of state-owned oil companies in 
Latin America and the policies needed  
to improve the outlook for the region’s 
oil sector.

In conjunction with the Groundwater 
Protection Council, energy technology 
fellow Linda Capuano held regional 
workshops with the U.S. Department 
of Energy (DOE), state regulators and 
industry experts to assess the steps 
needed to increase the beneficial use of 
produced water.

Gabriel Collins’ research portfolio 
currently focuses on legal, environmental 
and economic issues relating to water, 
including the food-water-energy nexus; 
unconventional oil and gas development; 
and the intersection between commodity 
markets and a range of environmental, 
legal and national security issues in 
the U.S., China, Russia and Europe. His 
innovative analysis incorporates insights 
from sources in China, Russia and Mexico.

Christopher Smith, who joined the CES 
after three years of service as the assistant 
secretary for fossil energy at the DOE, 

will work on energy poverty and energy 
resource development in developing 
nations, particularly in Africa. He will 
also expand on his interests in carbon 
markets and energy transitions and how 
policy can address concerns of local 
communities adversely affected by shifts 
in energy use patterns. This research 
will build on previous work Smith 
spearheaded at the DOE.

The CES continued to expand its reach 
through its blog on Forbes.com, media 
outreach, and presentations at industry 
and government conferences. Senior 
Program Advisor Michael Maher, 
nonresident fellow Anna Mikulska and 
Krane were major blog contributors, 
writing on topics including climate 
change policy and the energy policies of 
the new administration. CES experts were 
cited more than 4,000 times in the media 
between July 2016 and June 2017. 

The second cohort of over 20 students 
in the Masters of Energy Economics 
program, co-sponsored by the CES and 
the Department of Economics at Rice 
University, completed their degrees 
in summer 2017, and the third cohort 
started in August. The CES currently 
supports the research of five Ph.D. 
students and three postdoctoral experts. 

03.16.17  Experts from the Center for 
Energy Studies and the Institute for Energy 
Economics, Japan, address the shifting 
patterns of energy use in Asia and the 
consequences for global energy markets.

https://www.bakerinstitute.org/experts/francisco-j-monaldi/
https://www.bakerinstitute.org/experts/linda-capuano/
https://www.bakerinstitute.org/experts/michael-d-maher/
https://www.bakerinstitute.org/experts/anna-mikulska/
https://economics.rice.edu/graduate-program/MEECON


04.03.17  His Excellency Anders Fogh Rasmussen, 
former NATO secretary general and former prime minister 
of Denmark, signs copies of his book at a CES event on 
America’s role in the pursuit of freedom.

05.11.17  A reporter from CNN interviews fellow Jim 
Krane (right) on Dubai’s investments in solar energy and 
other renewable energy sources. 

“The shifting nature of 
economic, population, and 
energy demand growth 
presents new challenges for 
global market participants, 
opens significant new 
opportunities, and portends 
new geopolitical stresses.”  

— Kenneth B. Medlock III
Senior Director, Center for Energy Studies

06.15.17  Richard Fontaine, president of the 
Center for New American Security, discusses the Trump 
administration’s approach to foreign policy.

09.13.16  Economist and environmental expert 
Woodrow W. Clark II presents his work on developing smart 
green cities to mitigate the effects of climate change.

02.22.17  BP’s Mark Finley chats with audience 
members after his presentation on some of the key issues 
that will shape energy supply and demand through 2035.



06.08.17  The Center for Energy Studies, together with Texas Monthly and Direct Energy, convenes a panel of industry 
experts to explore electricity market reform in Texas. 

03.07.17  CES research on water as an economic good is discussed at a member-exclusive Roundtable event.

05.02.17  Mike Hankey, U.S. consul general in 
Dhahran, Saudi Arabia, describes the goals of Saudi Arabia’s 
Vision 2030 plan and its impact on foreign companies.

04.25.17   Energy fellow Gabriel Collins (left) talks 
to Roundtable members during a reception at the annual 
Spring Dinner.
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Economics, published research on regional 
disparities in recommended cancer care 
across Texas, the significant potential 
for accountable care organizations to 
lower health care costs in the private 
sector, and the noticeable effect of higher 
cigarette taxes in reducing smoking-
related hospitalizations. In collaboration 
with nonresident fellow Elena Marks, she 
published a paper documenting the decline 
in uninsurance for nonelderly adults under 
the Affordable Care Act (ACA) in Texas; 
the study also found that a substantial 
number of low-income Texas remain 
uninsured because the state refuses to 
expand Medicaid. Ho also received a grant 
from the Texas Medical Center Health 
Policy Institute to study the growth of 
freestanding emergency departments. 
She and Associate Director Marah Short 
launched a three-year project supported 
by an Agency for Healthcare Quality and 
Research grant to study the integration of 
physicians and hospitals. 

Health policy scholar Quianta Moore 
received two significant grants from the 
Houston Endowment. The first grant 
supports an assessment of the physical, 
mental and social needs of all children in 
the Houston Independent School District. 
The results will inform HISD health policy 
and investment decisions. The second 
grant, which supports a similar assessment 

Fiscal year 2017 brought continued 
recognition to the Center for Health 
and Biosciences (CHB) as it expanded its 
scope of research on the domestic and 
global fronts. 

In September 2016, the CHB hosted  
Vice President Joe Biden, who spoke 
to a packed house at Rice’s Tudor 
Fieldhouse about the administration’s 
Cancer Moonshot initiative to speed new 
therapies to market. The vice president’s 
talk was part of the Medicine, Research 
and Society Policy Issues Series, a joint 
project of the CHB and The University of 
Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center. This 
event ushered in a year also highlighted by 
lectures and conferences on the status of 
the U.S. health care system and potential 
reforms, the presidential candidates’ 
stances on health care, the growing 
phenomenon of stem cell tourism, the 
importance of human papillomavirus 
(HPV) vaccinations, and the link between 
food deserts — communities without 
reasonable access to fresh, nutritious 
 food — and community health. 

The center’s Domestic Health Policy 
Analysis Program produced a number 
of peer-reviewed articles addressing 
health care system issues of national 
importance. Vivian Ho, CHB director 
and James A. Baker III Chair in Health 

Health and Biosciences

https://www.bakerinstitute.org/experts/elena-m-marks/
https://www.bakerinstitute.org/experts/marah-short/
https://www.bakerinstitute.org/experts/quianta-moore/
https://www.bakerinstitute.org/center-for-health-and-biosciences/
https://www.bakerinstitute.org/center-for-health-and-biosciences/
https://www.bakerinstitute.org/domestic-health-policy-analysis/
https://www.bakerinstitute.org/domestic-health-policy-analysis/
https://www.bakerinstitute.org/experts/vivian-ho/
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of Houston’s Third Ward residents, will 
inform redevelopment strategies for the 
community. Moore, a physician and 
lawyer, also published multiple works on 
the ethics and legal challenges associated 
with molecular autopsies. 

As income inequality rises in the U.S., 
some advocates are pressing for an 
increase in the minimum wage or a 
government-funded basic income to 
help the poorest Americans. Farhan 
Majid, the new L.E. and Virginia Simmons 
Fellow in Health and Technology for the 
Global Health Program, studied these 
policy mechanisms in a global context to 
measure their effectiveness in improving 
population health. He published an article 
analyzing the effects of minimum wage 
policies on the early life health of children 
in more than 50 low- and middle-
income countries. Majid also studied the 
prevalence of HIV in Malawi and the health 
impacts of a Peruvian government national 
conditional cash transfer program. 

The Baker Institute’s fellow in disease 
and poverty, Peter Hotez, and Kirstin 
Matthews, fellow in science and 
technology policy, have continued to 
raise awareness about neglected tropical 
diseases and the steps policymakers can 
take to combat them. Hotez published 
numerous academic papers highlighting  
 

the inverse relationship between parasitic 
worm infections and human development.

The Biomedical Research Program, led 
by Matthews, published an analysis of 
the state “right to try” laws and their 
impact on patient access and health. 
Matthews continues to publish on cord 
blood stem cells with contributing expert 
Monica Matsumoto. In collaboration 
with nonresident scholar Ana Iltis, 
Matthews examined stem cell tourism 
and the FDA’s challenge of protecting the 
public while allowing speedy access to 
innovative new therapies. 

Hagop Kantarjian, chair of the Department 
of Leukemia at The University of Texas 
MD Anderson Cancer Center and a Baker 
Institute health policy fellow, continued 
to challenge the sky-high prices of cancer 
drugs and offered strategies to curb 
them, such as countering pharmaceutical 
industry efforts to delay the release of 
affordable generic drugs in the United 
States. Kantarjian also published 
commentaries advocating for health care 
as a human right and maintaining that 
the ACA, with some revisions, is the best 
means of guaranteeing health care for  
all Americans. 

06.09.17  Vivian Ho, the James 
A. Baker III Institute Chair in Health 
Economics and director of the Center for 
Health and Biosciences, meets audience 
members following her presentation on the 
status of the U.S. health care system.

https://www.bakerinstitute.org/experts/farhan-majid/
https://www.bakerinstitute.org/experts/farhan-majid/
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10.06.16  Farhan Majid, L.E. and Virginia Simmons 
Fellow in Health and Technology Policy, speaks with 
Roundtable members at the annual Fall Reception.

11.01.16  Quianta Moore, Fellow in Child Health 
Policy (right), meets Roundtable members after her 
presentation on the urgent need to invest in early 
childhood development. 

09.16.16  Vice President Joe Biden announces the rollout of trials.cancer.gov, a user-friendly website that offers 
patients up-to-date information about clinical trials across the nation.

12.02.16  Leaders from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Texas state government and The University 
of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center discuss HPV. 



09.22.16  Panelists talk to guests after a discussion on the growing availability of unproven stem cell therapies.

“The ACA was designed to be budget 
neutral for the federal government. 
A Republican alternative that is 
equally successful in covering 
so many individuals will require 
careful thought on how this 
coverage can be paid for without 
adding to the federal debt.”

— Vivian Ho
Director, Center for Health  

and Biosciences
04.27.17  Peter J. Hotez, fellow in disease and
poverty, explores the ideas in his latest book, “Blue Marble 
Health: An Innovative Plan to Fight Diseases of the Poor 
Amid Wealth.”

05.05.17  Health economics chair Vivian Ho, left, moderates a discussion on the challenges of Obamacare for 
insurers and hospitals.
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continued its long-term, multi-country 
data project on regional governance and 
elections, presenting findings at regional 
and international academic institutions.

Shalaby serves as the principal 
investigator of a two-year project on 
pluralism and political participation in the 
Middle East. Co-principal investigators 
Kristian Coates Ulrichsen and A.Kadir 
Yildirim lead teams of experts examining 
the region’s economic and religious 
inclusiveness, respectively. This major 
project is supported by a generous grant 
from the Carnegie Corporation.

Coates Ulrichsen has been a frequent 
commentator this year on developments 
in the Persian Gulf.  In addition to 
numerous research reports, briefs and 
articles on Gulf political economy and 
security, he continues to organize and 
lead quarterly training sessions at the 
U.S. Foreign Service Institute for U.S. 
diplomats and government employees 
involved with the Persian Gulf. His book, 

“The United Emirates: Power, Politics  
and Policymaking,” was published in 
winter 2016.

Yildirim produced briefs and reports on 
Islam and politics. He is writing a book 
on the evolution of religious parties in 
Western Europe and the Middle East 

Conflicts, terrorism, geopolitical rivalries, 
and political and economic breakdowns 
are reshaping the Middle East. To 
address the region’s major questions, 
the Center for the Middle East (CME) 
provides comprehensive research and 
recommendations for decision-makers in 
the U.S. and abroad.

Over the past year, Ambassador Edward 
P. Djerejian, director of the institute, 
outlined the Trump administration’s 
challenges and opportunities in the 
region, and offered recommendations on 
policy directions. He hosted a conference 
on U.S. policy toward Syria, which 
resulted in a report on American priorities 
and policy options for the conflict. The 
ambassador also outlined a coherent 
strategy for defeating radical jihadist 
terrorism, while fellows Samih Al-Abid 
and Yair Hirschfeld explored prospects for 
Israeli-Palestinian negotiations under the 
Trump administration.

Ambassador Djerejian teaches a Rice 
University graduate course on U.S. foreign 
policy in the Middle East.

Marwa Shalaby, Fellow for the Middle 
East and director of the Women’s Rights 
in the Middle East Program, published 
on the role of women in Middle Eastern 
electoral politics. The program has 

The Middle East and North Africa
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to be published in 2018. He serves as 
the principal investigator for a two-
year project supported by the Luce 
Foundation on religious authority in the 
Middle East. In October 2016, he led a 
conference in Houston on contemporary 
Turkish politics; the findings have been 
published in a report. His book, “Muslim 
Democratic Parties in the Middle 
East: Economy and Politics of Islamist 
Moderation,” was published in fall 2016.

Middle East fellow Mohammad Ayatollahi 
Tabaar completed his book, “Religious 
Statecraft: The Politics of Islam in Iran,” 
to be published in late 2017. 

Joe Barnes, the institute’s Bonner Means 
Baker Fellow, addressed developments 
in the Middle East and U.S. foreign policy. 
His briefs and blogs covered U.S. Middle 
East policies.

Research scholar Abdullah Aydogan 
published a series of articles on electoral 
politics in the Middle East and civil-
military relations. He also serves as the 
project manager of the center’s study on 
pluralism and inclusion. 

12.13.16  The Center for the Middle 
East hosts a panel of experts to discuss 
key issues in Syria and possible policy 
options for the Trump administration. The 
panelists included Edward P. Djerejian, 
Ryan Crocker, Robert Ford, Joshua Landis, 
Charles Lister, Randa Slim, Andrew J. 
Tabler and Russian Middle East envoy 
Ambassador Alexander Zotov.
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10.13.16  Author Marc Lynch, founder of the Project 
on Middle East Political Science, signs copies of his new 
book following his presentation on the Arab uprisings. 

09.15.16  Vali Nasr, dean of the Johns Hopkins University School of Advanced International Studies (center), and 
Baker Institute director Ambassador Edward P. Djerejian speak to a guest at an event on U.S.-Iran relations.

03.30.17  His Excellency Itamar Rabinovich, former Israeli ambassador to the U.S., signs copies of his book “Yitzhak 
Rabin: Soldier, Leader, Statesman” after a dialogue with Ambassador Edward P. Djerejian on the life and legacy of the late 
Israeli prime minister.

“The U.S. should get out of the 
business of nation-building. 
A society must be built from 
within. We should not have 
the hubris to believe that we 
can form a democracy in our 
own image in a foreign culture. 
Intelligent engagement, not 
isolationism, is an answer.” 

— Ambassador Edward P. Djerejian
Director, Baker Institute



03.08.17  His Excellency Khalid A. Al Falih (right), Saudi Arabia’s Minister of Energy, Industry and Mineral Resources 
and chairman of Saudi Aramco, and Basil Abul-Hamayel (center), CEO and president of Aramco Services Company, 
participate in a Baker Institute briefing on international energy policy issues.

01.26.17  Fellow Marwa Shalaby (at podium) introduces panelists at the launch of a two-year CME-Carnegie Corporation 
of New York project on fostering pluralism and inclusion in the MENA.

06.05.17  Before her lecture at the Baker Institute, Kelly T. Clements (left), United Nations Deputy High Commissioner for 
Refugees, meets with Rice University students for a discussion on the global refugee crisis. 



22  |  Rice University’s Baker Institute for Public Policy

Three U.S.-Mexico Border Wars,” which 
explores drug trafficking, immigration 
and homeland security issues. His 
brief on realistic U.S. immigration 
policies was part of the institute’s series 
of recommendations for the Trump 
administration. In related work, Payan and 
research analyst Pamela Cruz showed how 
the geographic boundaries of the U.S.-
Mexico border vary among private and 
government entities, and covered reports 
of immigrant abuse by U.S. border officials. 

The center continues its multi-year 
project on the efficacy of private and 
public organizations on the U.S.-Mexico 
border. Over the summer, Cruz and 
Arizona State University doctoral student 
Manuel Gutierrez conducted field 
research with the goal of identifying ways 
to optimize operations in the region. 

In November, a major study on the rule of 
law issues arising from Mexico’s historic 
energy reforms was published in a 
Spanish–language book. English versions 
of the chapters are available on the Baker 
Institute website. In addition, the study 
findings were presented at events in 
Mexico City and Monterrey.

Mexico’s energy reform was also the 
focus of research by nonresident scholar 
Miriam Grunstein, who analyzed 

The Mexico Center’s major areas of study 
this year included trade, immigration 
and the border, issues that continue 
to dominate U.S.-Mexico relations 
and fuel controversy in both countries’ 
presidential politics.

Center director Tony Payan and 
Russell Green, Will Clayton Fellow in 
International Economics, published 
a major research paper in June on the 
impact of the North American Free 
Trade Agreement on the U.S. economy, 
concluding that the “treaty simply 
does not possess the leverage to deliver 
a major boost or setback to the U.S. 
manufacturing sector.” The study’s 
release followed Payan’s testimony 
on transnational commerce and labor 
flows at a Texas House Committee on 
International Trade hearing in the spring. 
The center also hosted Vanessa Rubio, 
Mexico’s undersecretary of finance 
and public credit, in November for a 
conversation on the country’s economic 
outlook. 

The center’s immigration research 
included studies on the economic and 
social impact of foreign professionals 
in the United States, and the factors 
that motivate Mexican entrepreneurs 
to migrate to America. Payan published 
the second edition of his book “The 

Mexico and Latin America
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employee training programs in the 
new framework of Mexico’s energy 
sector. Visiting scholar Javier Martínez-
Romero studied the reform’s promise of 
technological innovation.

The center continues to cover Mexican 
politics and democracy. Nonresident 
scholar Jesús Velasco published two 
op-eds on the U.S.-Mexico relationship 
under the Trump administration. “It 
would be appropriate [for Mexico] to  
try to understand the U.S. rather than  
to label it and its leaders,” he wrote.  

“In doing so, Mexico will not only be able 
to make better-informed decisions,  
but will also teach its northern neighbors 
how important it is to fully understand  
the ‘other.’”

The Mexico Center expanded this year, 
welcoming three new nonresident 
experts: David A. Gantz, director 
emeritus of the international trade and 
business law program at the University 
of Arizona College of Law, who works on 
international trade and economics issues; 
Gil Kerlikowske, a former U.S. Customs 
and Border Protection commissioner 
who specializes in border issues; and 
Juan Antonio Le Clercq, a professor at the 
University of Las Americas in Puebla, 
Mexico, who focuses on corruption and 
impunity in Mexico. The center also 
hosted two young visiting scholars over 
the summer and a fall visiting scholar.  

In May, Adrian Duhalt joined the center 
as a postdoctoral fellow in Mexico energy 
studies.

A number of notable events reshaped the 
political landscape in other parts of Latin 
America over the past year. Experts for the 
Latin America Initiative (LAI) analyzed the 
circumstances that led to President Dilma 
Rouseff’s impeachment in Brazil and the 
reelection of Daniel Ortega in Nicaragua, 
among other developments. 

Central America’s political and economic 
stability continues to be of great 
importance to the United States. To better 
understand the dynamics of this region, 
LAI Program Director Erika de la Garza 
and Mark Jones, fellow in political science, 
assembled a team of experts to research 
the policymaking processes of Central 
American countries. The findings of the 
study were presented at a conference in 
Washington, D.C.

In October 2016, as relations between Cuba 
and the United States were improving, 
the LAI hosted a conference on the future 
of trade between the two countries and 
the island’s political outlook. Venezuela’s 
severe political, social and economic 
problems were addressed by a panel of 
experts at an event in March, and through 
commentary from various LAI experts, 
including Francisco J. Monaldi, fellow in 
Latin American energy policy.

04.10.17  Tony Payan, director of the 
Baker Institute Mexico Center, testifies on 
transnational labor flows at a Texas House 
of Representatives committee hearing.
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08.24.16  Alan Bersin, assistant secretary for 
international affairs for the U.S. Department of Homeland 
Security, discusses the management of North American 
border regions.

03.02.17  Francisco J. Monaldi (right), Fellow in Latin American Energy Policy, describes the economic and political 
turmoil in Venezuela. At left is Erika de la Garza, program director of the Baker Institute Latin America Initiative, and 
Alejandro Grisanti, director of Ecoanalítica. 

11.01.16  At a meeting with business and government 
leaders, Vanessa Rubio Márquez, Mexico’s undersecretary 
of finance and public credit, assesses recent trends in the 
country’s economy. 

11.10.16  Panelists explore impunity, corruption 
and other challenges for the rule of law in Mexico.

09.23.16  Pedro Joaquín Coldwell, Mexico’s 
secretary of energy, delivers a keynote address on the 
country’s energy reforms.



“No state stands to lose more from 
turning the clock back on NAFTA 
than Texas. To do so will affect 
not just trade and jobs but also 
tourism, the ability to attract 
foreign students, shoppers’ 
willingness to visit Texas and 
foreign direct investment from 
Mexico in Texas.” 

— Tony Payan
Director, Mexico Center

10.27.16  Political science fellow Mark P. Jones, left, examines U.S.-Cuba relations with panelists from both countries.

05.09.17  Nonresident fellow Gil Kerlikowske discusses 
U.S.-Mexico relations under the Trump administration.

05.03.17  José Antonio González Anaya, CEO
of PEMEX, speaks on the future of Mexico’s petroleum 
industry.

03.30.17  Efrén Leyva Acevedo, Mexico’s consul 
in Albuquerque, participates in a meeting of Mexico’s 
regional consuls.  
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In May 2017, Beebe wrote a report on the 
policy issues influencing the development 
of a national paid family leave program.

In June, John Diamond, the Edward 
A. and Hermena Hancock Kelly Fellow 
in Public Finance and the CPF director, 
testified before the U.S. House Budget 
Committee on the important economic 
and fiscal benefits of pro-growth policies.  
In collaboration with Rice University’s 
Kinder Institute, he also published a 
paper on Houston’s pension crisis and 
advised policymakers on the state and 
local levels. Diamond and Rice faculty 
scholar George Zodrow produced a policy 
brief on U.S. fiscal policy and continued 
research on corporate tax reform, while 
Zodrow completed a paper on the the 
factors affecting the taxation of capital 
income in a small open economy. Moving 
forward, the CPF will continue to inform 
policymakers and the general public about 
the potential effects of reforming U.S. tax 
and expenditure policies.

The McNair Center for Entrepreneurship 
and Innovation was established through 
a generous gift from the Robert and 
Janice McNair Foundation. The scope 
of its economic and econometric 
research offers timely insight into policy 
barriers and catalysts that can impact 
entrepreneurship and innovation. 

March 2017 marked the formal 
establishment of the Center for Public 
Finance (CPF), the sixth major research 
center at the Baker Institute. A $3.25 
million grant from the Charles Koch 
Foundation established the center’s 
Dynamic Analysis Program, which 
will focus on the use of computational 
models for policy analysis. The grant 
will also allow the program to develop 
a broader range of policy analyses 
and to more widely disseminate the 
findings to policymakers and the general 
public. In addition, the program will 
work on increasing the transparency 
of computational modeling and begin 
shifting to a more open source approach 
when possible. 

The Dynamic Analysis Program will be 
a collaborative effort with the Becker-
Friedman Institute for Research in 
Economics at the University of Chicago 
and will work closely with the Open 
Source Policy Group in Washington, 
D.C. The CPF supports two new public 
finance fellows, Joyce Beebe and Jorge 
Barro. Barro was an economist at the 
University of Pennsylvania’s Wharton 
Public Policy Initiative, and Beebe was 
previously an international tax director 
at Grant Thornton.

Financial Policy and Entrepreneurship
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The center’s core activities include 
developing an online research platform 
that empowers researchers to identify 
and address opportunities and challenges 
for public policy. This platform, 
accessible through the Baker Institute 
website, allows approved researchers 
across the U.S. to interactively participate 
in center research.

Edward J. Egan, the director of the 
center, released a series of policy briefs 
detailing how the new administration 
could implement policy changes to 
maximize economic growth through 
entrepreneurship and innovation. These 
briefs offered specific recommendations 
for small business lending, patent policy 
and for driving growth from the high-
tech sector.

The center’s research on Houston and 
Texas startups also led to numerous media 
appearances and speaking opportunities. 
Egan provided recommendations directly 
to policymakers as a member of the city 
of Houston’s Innovation and Technology 
Task Force convened by Houston City 
Council member Amanda Edwards. 

10.06.16  Public finance fellow  
John Diamond speaks to Roundtable 
members Anne Mendelsohn, left, and Judy 
Ley Allen at the fall reception.

https://www.bakerinstitute.org/experts/edward-j-egan/


09.01.16  Interns and staff work on a project in 
the Baker Institute research lab.

08.29.16  At an event for Rice University students, 
Houston Texans CEO and Chairman Bob McNair provides 
insights into some of the key moments of his career. 

“With growing competition 
from abroad, the U.S. must 
reform its fiscal policy to 
reduce debt, maximize 
economic efficiency and 
maintain its areas of 
competitive advantage.” 

— John Diamond
Director, Center for Public Finance

06.30.17  From left, fellows George Zodrow, John 
Diamond and Jorge Barro discuss the work of the Center 
for Public Finance.

03.28.17  From right, Edward J. Egan, McNair Center 
director, and Nathan Cook, Rice University’s director 
of governmental relations, meet with Sen. Ted Cruz in 
Washington, D.C.

04.25.17  From left, Joyce Beebe, fellow in public 
finance, talks with Roundtable members Winifer and 
Benjamin Cheng during the Annual Spring Dinner.



04.24.17  The McNair Center hosts a debate on the government’s role in entrepreneurship.

10.28.16  From left, Houston Mayor Sylvester Turner, public finance fellow John Diamond, business owner Shannon 
DeYoung, U.S. Rep. Kevin Brady and General Electric chairman and CEO Jeffrey R. Immelt offer their perspectives on the 
policies needed to keep Texas at the forefront of the global economy.

05.09.17  John Diamond, director of the Center for Public Finance, discusses U.S. fiscal policy at a members-only 
Roundtable Dialogue. The series offers members exclusive access to Baker Institute experts and their current research.
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Martin testified before the Texas 
Legislature in support of marijuana 
decriminalization and syringe-exchange 
programs and wrote an issue brief, 

“Syringe Exchange: Sound Science, 
Proven Policy.” Neill Harris wrote a brief 
responding to the surgeon general’s 
report on causes of and treatments for 
opioid dependence. She also co-authored 
a report on strategies for addressing 
the spread of synthetic cannabinoids 
in Houston. In addition, she served 
on a transition team for Harris County 
District Attorney Kim Ogg, providing 
recommendations on ways to divert low-
risk offenders from incarceration to less 
severe measures. 

David R. Brockman, the Religion and 
Public Policy Program’s nonresident 
scholar, wrote a paper on the “Religious 
Imbalance in the Texas Social Studies 
Curriculum” and several thought-
provoking articles for the Texas 
Observer. Program director William 
Martin contributed a chapter about Billy 
Graham’s international evangelistic 
ministry to the book “Billy Graham: 
American Pilgrim” (Oxford University 
Press). He also updated his 1991 biography 
of the famed evangelist, “A Prophet  
with Honor: The Billy Graham Story.” 
In addition, Martin spoke at churches 
about religious justification for reform  
of U.S. drug policy.

In March, the Baker Institute announced 
the launch of a major new program to 
study presidential elections. Drawing on 
the legacy of Secretary James A. Baker, III, 
who had a leading role in five presidential 
campaigns, the Presidential Elections 
Program will hold a major conference 
in the years before and after each 
presidential election. These conferences, 
led by honorary bipartisan directors with 
firsthand experience managing presidential 
campaigns, will serve as national forums 
for the study and discussion of modern 
presidential electoral politics and 
campaigns. The program will be a unique 
resource that allows stakeholders from 
all political parties to better understand 
and respond to the changing dynamics of 
presidential elections. 

In June, the institute named Katharine 
Neill Harris, formerly a postdoctoral fellow 
in drug policy, the first Alfred C. Glassell, 
III, Fellow in Drug Policy. The endowment 
was funded by a generous $3 million gift 
from the Glassell Family Foundation, led by 
Houston philanthropist Alfred C. Glassell, 
III. Two major focus areas for the Drug 
Policy Program this year have been U.S. 
marijuana reform and the opioid epidemic. 
Neill Harris and program director William 
Martin updated their brief, “Marijuana 
Reform: Fears and Facts,” to provide 
information on how states have been 
impacted by marijuana policy changes. 

Domestic Policy
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10.18.16  As part of the Baker Institute’s White House Transition Project, a bipartisan panel of former key White 
House officials shares insights on the successful transfer of presidential power. 

09.14.16  Senior fellow Neal Lane announces 
recommendations for the president to consider when 
establishing science and technology policy priorities. 

10.06.16  Drug policy fellows William Martin
(far right) and Katharine Neill Harris (far left) share their 
research with Roundtable members at the annual Fall 
Reception.

11.17.16  Shaun Casey, special representative for 
religion and global affairs at the U.S. Department of State, 
discusses religion and diplomacy. 

10.11.16  Political science fellow Mark Jones reviews 
the state of the 2016 presidential race at a members-only 
Roundtable Dialogue.
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Election results in the U.S. and Europe 
last year reflected rising doubts 
about globalization, integration and 
international trade. The International 
Economics Program weighed in with 
expert analysis of these issues. In the 
context of Brexit, Russell Green, the 
Will Clayton Fellow for International 
Economics, asserted that the political 
survival of globalism requires broader 
upward mobility and policies that  
support it. 

The new U.S. administration brought  
with it skepticism to traditional U.S.  
trade policy. The international economics 
program’s research argued that measures 
countering exchange rate manipulation 
were unnecessary. 

In light of the current administration’s 
criticism of NAFTA, a major research 
paper done in collaboration with Tony 
Payan, director of the Mexico Center, 
looked past political rhetoric and distilled 
academic evidence of NAFTA’s impact. 
The research found very little aggregate 
economic benefit from canceling or 
overhauling NAFTA, but significant 
downside in terms of potential damage 
to U.S.-Mexico relations. This research 
was presented in testimony before the 
Texas Legislature, and informally to 
congressional and White House staff. 

As China prepares for its 19th Party 
Congress in fall 2017, China Studies fellow 
Steve Lewis wrote a policy brief on ways 
to increase and strengthen the number 
of “contact points” between the Trump 
administration and China’s future leaders.  

Lewis also co-authored several major 
studies this year. In a first-ever survey of 
biologists and physicists in eight regions 
around the world, he analyzed perceptions 
of science and faith among scientists. In 
a second study, he relied on interviews 
with physicists in China to determine 
why the country has so few women in 
physics. A third study explored whether 
China’s increasingly cosmopolitan society 
will continue to be guided by guanxi, the 
system of influential relationships that 
facilitate business dealings. 

Lewis’ work for mainstream outlets 
included an article about U.S. LGBTQ 
organizations for an AIDS-awareness 
NGO in China. He also co-authored a 
commentary for China-U.S. Focus on 
opportunities for cooperation between 
the U.S., China and Russia in space travel 
and energy.

International Policy
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09.26.16  His Excellency Edward Nalbandian, 
foreign minister of the Republic of Armenia, examines 
the geopolitical challenges in the Caucasus at a Director’s 
Lecture Series event. 

09.19.16  U.S. Trade Representative Ambassador 
Michael Froman, chief trade negotiator of the United 
States, describes the economic impact of the Trans-
Pacific Partnership.

10.17.16  China Studies fellow Steven W. Lewis, 
right, leads a panel discussion on the current state of 
reforms in China.

03.08.17  The U.S.-Hungary relationship and  
key issues facing Europe were the subjects of a talk by 
Réka Szemerkényi, Hungarian ambassador to the  
United States.

10.25.16  International economics fellow Russell 
Green, second from left, listens as David C. Mulford, former 
U.S. ambassador to India and vice chairman international 
of Credit Suisse, talks to Rice students.

05.22.17  His Excellency Aizaz Ahmad Chaudhry, 
ambassador of Pakistan to the United States, discusses the 
U.S.-Pakistan relationship.
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The Space Policy Program sponsored 
another successful Moscow Summer Intern 
Program, sending 10 U.S. engineering 
students to participate in Bauman 
Moscow State Technical University’s 

“Space Development” workshop. The 
international space project, now in its 
seventh year, provides students with an 
understanding and appreciation of the 
benefits of cooperative space exploration. 

In October, the program hosted “Lost in 
Space 2016,” at which fellow George W.S. 
Abbey moderated a panel discussion on 
the future of space exploration. This led 
to a Baker Institute report for the Trump 
administration offering recommendations 
on the direction of the U.S. space program.

The 10th International Space Medicine 
Summit was held in early November. It 
brought together all the International 
Space Station partners for discussions on 
maximizing the research needed to enable 
human exploration of space beyond low-
Earth orbit.

In April, an international group of 
educators participated in a panel to discuss 

“Innovations in Education” with the intent 
of encouraging a larger number of young 
students to pursue careers in science and 
engineering. This will be a continuing area 
of interest for the institute’s Space Policy 
Program in 2017-18.

The Science and Technology Policy 
Program and its initiative, the Civic 
Scientist Program, explored new areas of 
policy research and expanded its public 
outreach. Fellows Neal Lane and Kirstin 
Matthews, along with postdoctoral 
fellow Kenneth Evans, developed 
recommendations for the White House 
Office of Science and Technology Policy 
in a widely distributed report that was 
forwarded to the Trump administration. 
Matthews and Evans are extending this 
research by assessing the impact of 
the President’s Council of Advisors on 
Science and Technology, which brings 
together science and technology leaders to 
identify policy issues that are or should be 
priorities for the administration. 

The Civic Scientist Lecture Series hosted 
four lectures by high-profile scientists.
The Civic Scientist outreach program, 
which links Houston students to scientists 
and engineers from the region and visiting 
lecturers, reached students in more than 
20 schools and received a 100 percent 
teacher approval rating and consistently 
positive feedback from students. 

Space, Science and Technology Policy
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11.04.16  A panel astronauts, cosmonauts and space agency experts identify research goals at the 10th annual 
International Space Medicine Summit.

10.03.16  Space policy experts field audience 
questions on NASA’s present status and future.

04.11.17  From left, National Science Foundation 
Director France A. Córdova, U.S. Rep. John Culberson and 
the NEWT Center’s Qilin Li sample water from a treatment 
system developed by Rice students and faculty.

02.08.17  Physicist Sylvester James Gates Jr. 
speaks to students as part of the Civic Scientist Outreach 
program.

02.08.17  Microsoft Research executive Jeannette M. 
Wing speaks on the intersection of information technology 
and public policy.
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The Baker Institute continues to engage 
and educate the next generation of 
scholars and leaders by providing 
opportunities for students to study 
public policy and its application in local, 
national and global affairs. 

The Baker Institute Student Forum (BISF) 
hosted its fourth annual undergraduate 
public policy competition, inviting 
Rice students to submit policy research 
papers on solutions to new or existing 
challenges in the health care sector. Six 
teams of finalists presented their policy 
proposals to a panel of expert judges, and 
the top three teams were awarded cash 
prizes. Their papers will be published in 
an upcoming issue of The Rice Cultivator, 
Rice’s undergraduate public policy 
journal published by the Baker Institute.

The BISF also hosted various policy events, 
including a debate on immigration, a 
discussion on refugee policy and a foreign 
policy roundtable. Fellow Joe Barnes 
serves as the BISF’s faculty advisor. 

The Master of Global Affairs Program, 
a unique professional course of study 
developed by the Baker Institute and 
Rice’s School of Social Sciences, graduated 
its first class of students this year. 
Students took policy courses, conducted 
research projects and completed policy 
internships in the U.S. and abroad. 

Over the past year, 133 Rice students 
participated in internships offered by 
the Baker Institute. Undergraduates 
conducted research in policy areas that 
included Mexico, health, and innovation 
and entrepreneurship, and also provided 
administrative support to institute 
fellows and staff. 

One of the most popular internships 
on campus is the institute’s Jesse Jones 
Leadership Center Summer in D.C. Policy 
Research Internship Program, which 
provides stipends that enable Rice 
students to perform research in the 
nation’s capital. This year, 10 exceptional 
undergraduates completed internships 
at the State Department, the Middle East 
Institute, Health and Human Services, 
and other organizations. Fellow Steven 
Lewis has served as director of the 
program since its inception in 2004.

Student Opportunities
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04.08.17  Finalists from the Baker Institute Student Forum’s Fourth Annual Undergraduate Public Policy Competition 
present their policy papers on the challenges of the U.S. health sector. 

08.27.16  The 2016 student participants of the 
Summer in D.C. Internship Program gather on the steps of 
the Baker Institute.

04.13.17  During a visit to the Baker institute, Russian 
students from the Moscow Summer Intern Program meet 
Apollo 13 astronaut Fred Haise.

07.05.16  American students from the Moscow 
Intern Program tour a Russian company that produces 
spacesuits. 

11.01.16  The Baker Institute Student Forum hosts 
its annual fall policy debate between the Rice College 
Republicans and the Rice Young Democrats.
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The fiscal year of Rice University’s  
Baker Institute corresponds to that of the 
university, running from July 1 to June 30. 
For the fiscal year ending June 30, 2017, 
the Baker Institute received $11.35 million 
in revenue and spent $10.29 million.

Distributed earnings from the Baker 
Institute’s endowment and current use 
gifts from supporters constituted the 
two largest sources of revenue during 
the year. Revenue from research grants 
increased to $2.3 million — 20 percent 
of total revenue. University support 
remained unchanged, representing less 
than 1 percent of overall funding. 

Nearly 80 percent of all institute 
expenditures directly fund the institute’s  
 

policy research programs through 
fellow and scholar salaries, research 
costs, event expenses and special 
projects. The remaining expenses 
consist of operating costs, including 
management and administrative staff 
salaries; communications, marketing 
and fundraising expenses; and building 
maintenance costs, equipment purchases 
and general supplies.

In fiscal year 2018, the institute 
will continue to pursue sustainable 
endowment funding for programs 
supported by current use funds. New 
endowments provide financial security 
for institute centers and programs to 
develop new initiatives and expand 
research capacity in key policy areas.

Financial Summary

Baker Institute Endowment History (Fiscal Years 2010–2017)
(in millions of U.S. dollars)

Fiscal Year Market Value* Earnings Distributed New Contributions to Endowments

2010  $ 60.85  $ 3.19  $ 1.05 

2011  $ 65.19  $ 3.26  $ 1.44 

2012  $ 78.16  $ 3.37  $ 3.86 

2013 $ 81.31 $ 3.33 $ 1.08

2014  $ 88.69 $ 3.61 ——

2015  $ 101.09 $ 3.77 $ 2.35

2016  $ 104.24 $ 4.43 $ 0.01

2017 $ 99.12 $ 4.53 $ 3.10

*As of June 30 of the previous fiscal year

05.10.17  A generous $3 million gift 
from the Glassell Family Foundation, led by 
Houston philanthropist Alfred C. Glassell, 
III, endowed Katharine Neill Harris as a 
fellow in drug policy. Pictured from left 
are Drug Policy Program Director William 
Martin, Neill Harris, Ambassador Edward 
Djerejian, Glassell, and Glassell Family 
Foundation treasurer Pam Lindberg.
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Total: $ 10.29

Research Programs and Grants
$ 8.03 (78%)

Development, Public Affairs,  
Communication and Administration
$ 2.26 (22%)

Total: $ 11.35

Baker Institute Endowment Distribution
$ 4.53 (40%)

Current Use Gifts from Supporters
$ 4.42 (39%)

Research Grants
$ 2.30 (20%)

Rice University Funds
$ 0.10 (1%)

Revenue — Fiscal Year 2017
(in millions of U.S. dollars)

Expenses — Fiscal Year 2017
(in millions of U.S. dollars)

Income Statement — Fiscal Year 2017 (July 1, 2016–June 30, 2017)
(in millions of U.S. dollars)

Revenue + $ 11.35 

Baker Institute Endowment Distribution $ 4.53 

Current Use Gifts from Supporters $ 4.42 

Research Grants $ 2.30

Rice University Funds $ 0.10 

Expenses - $ 10.29 

Research Programs and Grants $ 8.03 

Development, Public Affairs, Communication and Administration $ 2.26

Net Income — Fiscal Year 2017 $ 1.06 
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E. William Barnett
Retired Chair, Baker Institute 
Board of Advisors
Retired Chair, Rice University 
Board of Trustees
Retired Managing Partner, 
Baker Botts L.L.P.

Laura D. Bellows
President and Chairman, 
W.S. Bellows Construction 
Corporation

Angela Blanchard
President and CEO, 
BakerRipley

Kirbyjon H. Caldwell
Senior Pastor, Windsor 
Village United Methodist 
Church

The Honorable 
Hushang Ansary
Chairman, Parman Capital 
Group

His Excellency 
Sheikh Abdulla bin Ali 
Al-Thani, Ph.D.
Advisor, the Amiri Diwan

J.D. Bucky Allshouse
Attorney, J.D. Bucky 
Allshouse, P.C.

The board of advisors is dedicated to supporting 
and expanding the research and public policy 
goals of the Baker Institute. Board members 
provide a valuable external perspective and 
sounding board for institute leadership and 
policy fellows, and increase the Baker Institute’s 
visibility with their support of its nonpartisan 
policy research and recommendations. 

Board of Advisors

James A. Baker IV
Partner, Baker Botts L.L.P.

Steven L. Miller 
Chair, Baker Institute Board 
of Advisors
Chairman and President,  
SLM Discovery Ventures, Inc.
Former President, Chairman 
and CEO, Shell Oil Company
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Claudio X. González
Chairman of the Board, 
Kimberly-Clark de México

Jeffery D. Hildebrand
Founder, Chairman and CEO, 
Hilcorp Energy Company

Lynn Laverty Elsenhans 
Former Chairman and CEO, 
Sunoco Inc. and Sunoco 
Logistics Partners L.P.

Armando Garza 
Chairman, Alfa 

The Honorable 
Charles W. Duncan Jr. 
Chairman, Duncan Capital 
Management, Inc.
Former U.S. Secretary of 
Energy

The Honorable 
Linnet Deily
Former U.S. Ambassador 
to the World Trade 
Organization
Former Deputy U.S. Trade 
Representative

Stephen I. Chazen, Ph.D.
Retired CEO, Occidental 
Petroleum Corporation 

James W. Crownover
Former Director, McKinsey 
& Company
Retired Chair, Rice University 
Board of Trustees

The Honorable  
Peter R. Coneway
Managing Director, 
Riverstone Holdings LLC
Former U.S. Ambassador 
to Switzerland and 
Liechtenstein

Clarence P. Cazalot Jr.
Chair, Program and 
Development Committee, 
Baker Institute Board of 
Advisors 
Retired Chairman, President 
and CEO, Marathon Oil
Corporation
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Harry M. Reasoner
Partner, Vinson & Elkins LLP
Former Managing Partner, 
Vinson & Elkins LLP

Marc J. Shapiro 
Chair, Governance and 
Nominating Committee, 
Baker Institute Board of 
Advisors  
Non-Executive Chairman, 
Chase Bank of Texas
Former Vice Chairman,  
JP Morgan Chase & Co.

The Honorable 
John F.W. Rogers 
Executive Vice President, 
Chief of Staff and Secretary 
to the Board of Advisers, 
Goldman Sachs & Company
Former U.S. Under Secretary 
of State for Management
Former U.S. Assistant 
Secretary of the Treasury

L.E. Simmons
Founder and President,  
SCF Partners

David Rhodes
President, CBS News

Beth Robertson 
President, Cockspur, Inc.
President, Westview 
Development, Inc.

A.R. “Tony” Sanchez Jr.
Chairman and CEO, Sanchez 
Oil & Gas Corporation

Gerald D. Hines
Founder and Chairman, 
Hines

Franci Neely
Philanthropist and Former 
Trial Attorney 

Armen Orujyan, Ph.D.
Founder and Chairman, 
Athgo Corporation
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Wallace S. Wilson
Retired Chairman, Wilson 
Industries

Randa Duncan Williams
Chairman, Enterprise 
Products Company

Gen. Colin L. Powell, USA 
(ret.)
65th U.S. Secretary of State
Former Chairman, Joint 
Chiefs of Staff

David W. Leebron
President, Rice University

The Honorable 
James A. Baker, III
61st U.S. Secretary of State
Honorary Chair, Rice 
University’s Baker Institute 
for Public Policy

The Honorable 
Madeleine Korbel Albright 
64th U.S. Secretary of State
Chair, Albright Stonebridge 
Group 

The Honorable 
Edward P. Djerejian 
Director, Rice University’s 
Baker Institute for Public 
Policy
Former U.S. Ambassador to 
Syria and to Israel

EX OFFICIO MEMBERS

John Eddie Williams Jr.
Founder and Managing 
Partner, Williams Kherkher

Robert B. Tudor III
Chairman and CEO, Tudor, 
Pickering, Holt & Co., LLC
Chair, Rice University Board 
of Trustees 

The Honorable 
Warren W. Tichenor
Former U.S. Ambassador 
to the United Nations 
and other international 
organizations in Geneva
President, W.W. Tichenor  
& Co., Inc.
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Samih Al-Abid, Ph.D.
Diana Tamari Sabbagh 
Fellow in Middle Eastern 
Studies

Linda A. Capuano, Ph.D.
Fellow in Energy Technology

Jorge Barro, Ph.D.
Fellow in Public Finance

Joe Barnes 
Bonner Means Baker Fellow 

Abdullah Aydogan, Ph.D.
Research Scholar, Center for 
the Middle East 

Gabriel Collins, J.D.
Baker Botts Fellow in  
Energy & Environmental 
Regulatory Affairs

Baker Institute experts produce independent, 
nonpartisan research that is the basis for the 
institute’s public policy recommendations. The 
institute is noted for its pragmatic and forward-
looking policy proposals that are disseminated 
to policymakers and reported in national and 
international publications and media.

Experts

Kristian Coates Ulrichsen, 
Ph.D.
Fellow for the Middle East

Joyce Beebe, Ph.D.
Fellow in Public Finance

George W.S. Abbey 
Senior Fellow in Space Policy 

FELLOWS
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Vivian Ho, Ph.D. 
James A. Baker III Institute 
Chair in Health Economics
Director, Center for Health 
and Biosciences

Yair Hirschfeld, Ph.D. 
Isaac and Mildred Brochstein 
Fellow in Middle East Peace 
and Security in Honor of 
Yitzhak Rabin

Peter J. Hotez, M.D., Ph.D. 
Fellow in Disease and 
Poverty

Russell A. Green, Ph.D. 
Will Clayton Fellow in 
International Economics 

Kenneth M. Evans, Ph.D.
Postdoctoral Fellow in 
Science and Technology 
Policy

Adrian Duhalt, Ph.D.
Postdoctoral Fellow in 
Mexico Energy Studies

Edward J. Egan, Ph.D.
Fellow and Director, McNair 
Center for Entrepreneurship 
and Innovation

John W. Diamond, Ph.D.
Edward A. and Hermena 
Hancock Kelly Fellow in 
Public Finance 
Director, Center for Public 
Finance

The Honorable
Edward P. Djerejian 
Director
Janice and Robert McNair 
Chair in Public Policy
Edward A. and Hermena 
Hancock Kelly University 
Chair for Senior Scholars 

Erika de la Garza 
Program Director, Latin 
America Initiative
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Kenneth B. Medlock III, 
Ph.D.
James A. Baker, III, and 
Susan G. Baker Fellow 
in Energy and Resource 
Economics 
Senior Director, Center for 
Energy Studies

William Martin, Ph.D. 
Harry and Hazel Chavanne 
Senior Fellow in Religion and 
Public Policy
Director, Drug Policy Program

Kirstin R.W. Matthews, 
Ph.D. 
Fellow in Science and 
Technology Policy 

Allen Matusow, Ph.D.
Academic Affairs Director

Farhan Majid, Ph.D.
L.E. and Virginia Simmons 
Fellow in Health and 
Technology Policy

Michael D. Maher, Ph.D.
Senior Program Advisor, 
Center for Energy Studies

Neal F. Lane, Ph.D. 
Senior Fellow in Science and 
Technology Policy 

Jim Krane, Ph.D.
Wallace S. Wilson Fellow for 
Energy Studies

Steven W. Lewis, Ph.D.
C.V. Starr Transnational 
China Fellow
Coordinator, Jesse Jones 
Leadership Center Summer 
in D.C. Policy Research 
Internship Program

Mark P. Jones, Ph.D.
Fellow in Political Science
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Robert M. Stein, Ph.D.
Fellow in Urban Politics

Ghasideh Pourhashem, 
Ph.D.
Postdoctoral Fellow,  
Center for Energy Studies

Marwa Shalaby, Ph.D.
Fellow for the Middle East
Director, Women’s Rights in 
the Middle East Program

Marah Short
Associate Director, Center 
for Health and Biosciences

Christopher Smith
Baker Institute Advisory 
Board Fellow in Energy 
Studies 

Ronald L. Sass, Ph.D. 
Fellow in Global Climate 
Change 

Tony Payan, Ph.D.
Françoise and Edward 
Djerejian Fellow for Mexico 
Studies
Director, Mexico Center

Quianta Moore, M.D., J.D.
Fellow in Child Health Policy

Katharine Neill Harris, Ph.D.
Alfred C. Glassell, III, Fellow  
in Drug Policy

Francisco J. Monaldi, 
Ph.D.
Fellow in Latin American 
Energy Policy
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John B. Williams
Fellow, Presidential 
Elections Program

A.Kadir Yildirim, Ph.D.
Fellow for the Middle East

Emilian Vankov, Ph.D.
Postdoctoral Fellow,  
Center for Energy Studies

Mohammad Ayatollahi 
Tabaar, Ph.D.
Fellow for the Middle East 

NONRESIDENT FELLOWS

Robert Bazell
Science and Technology Policy Program

Mounira M. Charrad, Ph.D.
Women’s Rights in the Middle East Program

David A. Gantz 
Mexico Center 

Gary J. Hale
Drug Policy Program and Mexico Center

Hagop M. Kantarjian, M.D.
Center for Health and Biosciences

Gil Kerlikowske 
Mexico Center

Marta Lagos
Latin America Initiative

Elena M. Marks
Center for Health and Biosciences

John Mendelsohn, M.D.
Biomedical Research Policy Program

Anna Mikulska, Ph.D.
Center for Energy Studies

Valentine M. Moghadam, Ph.D.
Women’s Rights in the Middle East Program

Pedro da Motta Veiga
Latin America Initiative

José Antonio Ocampo, Ph.D.
Latin America Initiative

Jesús F. Reyes-Heroles, Ph.D.
Mexico Center

Juan Rosellón, Ph.D. 
Center for Energy Studies

Luis Rubio, Ph.D.
Mexico Center

Constantino Urcuyo, Ph.D.
Latin America Initiative
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NONRESIDENT SCHOLARS

Clara Luz Álvarez, Ph.D.
Mexico Center

David R. Brockman, Ph.D.
Religion and Public Policy Program

Raúl Bajo Buenestado, Ph.D.
Center for Energy Studies

Regina M. Buono, J.D.
Center for Energy Studies

Maude Rowland Cuchiara, Ph.D. 
Science and Technology Policy Program

Kevin Erickson, M.D.
Center for Health and Biosciences

Miriam Grunstein, Ph.D.
Mexico Center

Nancy Hernández López
Latin America Initiative

Ana S. Iltis, Ph.D.
Biomedical Research Policy Program

Olivera Jankovska 
Center for Energy Studies

Nathan P. Jones, Ph.D.
Drug Policy Program and Mexico Center

Aynne Kokas, Ph.D.
China Studies Program

Juan Antonio Le Clercq, Ph.D
Mexico Center

David R. Mares, Ph.D.
Center for Energy Studies and Latin America 
Initiative

Isidro Morales, Ph.D.
Mexico Center

Todd Moss, Ph.D. 
Center for Energy Studies

Pablo M. Pinto, Ph.D.
Latin America Initiative

Elizabeth Salamanca, Ph.D.
Mexico Center

Deepak Srivastava, M.D.
Biomedical Research Policy Program

Drury Stevenson, J.D.
Drug Policy Program

Jesús Velasco, Ph.D.
Mexico Center

Katherine R. Zodrow, Ph.D.
Center for Energy Studies

CONTRIBUTING EXPERTS

Dean Becker
Drug Policy Program

Brian C. Bennett
Drug Policy Program

Lindsay J. Benstead, Ph.D.
Women’s Rights in the Middle East Program

Gail Buttorff, Ph.D.
Women’s Rights in the Middle East Program

Roberto Echandi
Latin America Initiative

Jerry Epstein
Drug Policy Program

Sergio Fausto
Latin America Initiative

Henry Gonzalez
Latin America Initiative

Monica M. Matsumoto
Science and Technology Policy Program

Bozena Welborne, Ph.D.
Women’s Rights in the Middle East Program
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RICE FACULTY SCHOLARS
Baker Institute Rice faculty scholars are 
members of the Rice University faculty who 
make significant contributions to the work  
of the Baker Institute. 

Pedro Alvarez, Ph.D.
George R. Brown Professor of Engineering
Chair, Department of Civil and Environmental 
Engineering

Jim Blackburn, J.D.
Professor in the Practice of Environmental 
Engineering

Dagobert Brito, Ph.D.
Peterkin Professor of Political Economy

Sergio Chávez, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor of Sociology

Nathan J. Citino, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor of History

David Cook, Ph.D.
Associate Professor of Religious Studies

Robert Curl, Ph.D.
Pitzer-Schlumberger Professor of Natural 
Sciences Emeritus 
University Professor Emeritus
Professor of Chemistry Emeritus
1996 Nobel Laureate in Chemistry

André Droxler, Ph.D.
Director, Center for the Study of Environment 
and Society 
Professor of Earth Science

Luis Duno-Gottberg, Ph.D.
Associate Professor of Caribbean and  
Film Studies
Chair, Department of Spanish, Portuguese and 
Latin American Studies

Elaine Howard Ecklund, Ph.D.
Herbert S. Autrey Chair Professor of Sociology
Director, Religion and Public Life Program
Co-director, Boniuk Institute for the Study and 
Advancement of Religious Tolerance

Mahmoud A. El-Gamal, Ph.D.
Professor of Economics
Chair in Islamic Economics, Finance and 
Management

Julie Fette, Ph.D.
Associate Professor of French Studies

Jeremy Fox, Ph.D.
Associate Professor of Economics

Peter Hartley, Ph.D.
George and Cynthia Mitchell Chair and Professor 
of Economics

Yael V. Hochberg, Ph.D.
Ralph S. O’Connor Professor of Entrepreneurship
Director, Rice Alliance for Technology and 
Entrepreneurship

Rachel Kimbro, Ph.D.
Associate Professor of Sociology
Director, Urban Health Program, Kinder Institute 
for Urban Research

Moramay López-Alonso, Ph.D.
Associate Professor of History

Melissa Marschall, Ph.D.
Professor of Political Science

Caroline A. Masiello, Ph.D.
Associate Professor of Earth Science and 
Chemistry

Peter Mieszkowski, Ph.D.
Allyn R. and Gladys M. Cline Professor Emeritus 
of Economics

Leslie Schwindt-Bayer, Ph.D.
Professor of Political Science

Nicolas Shumway, Ph.D.
Dean of Humanities
Frances Moody Newman Chair in Humanities

Richard J. Smith, Ph.D.
George and Nancy Rupp Professor of Humanities
Professor of History
Director of Asian and Global Outreach,  
Rice University Center for Education
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Ronald Soligo, Ph.D.
Professor Emeritus of Economics

Richard Stoll, Ph.D.
Albert Thomas Professor of Political Science

Diana Strassmann, Ph.D.
Carolyn and Fred McManis Distinguished 
Professor in the Practice
Director, Program in Poverty, Justice and 
Human Capabilities
Faculty Affiliate, Center for the Study of Women, 
Gender and Sexuality 
Faculty Affiliate, Chao Center for Asian Studies

Ted Temzelides, Ph.D.
Professor of Economics

Daniel S. Wagner, Ph.D.
Associate Professor of Biochemistry and Cell 
Biology

Dan Wallach, Ph.D.
Professor of Computer Science

Calvin “Herb” Ward, Ph.D.
Foyt Family Chair of Engineering
Professor of Civil and Environmental 
Engineering, Ecology and Evolutionary Biology

Sarah Whiting, Ph.D.
Dean of Architecture
William Ward Watkins Professor of Architecture

Ron Witte
Associate Professor of Architecture

George Zodrow, Ph.D.
Allyn R. and Gladys M. Cline Chair of Economics
International Research Fellow, Centre for 
Business Taxation, Oxford University

RESEARCH STAFF 

Mark Agerton
Graduate Fellow, Center for Energy Studies

Zeinab Bakhiet 
Senior Community Researcher, Center for 
Health and Biosciences 

Tara Blagg
Research Associate, Center for Health and 
Biosciences 

Pamela L. Cruz
Research Analyst, Mexico Center

Laila Elimam
Research Associate, Center for the Middle East

Igor Hernández
Graduate Fellow, Center for Energy Studies

Nathalie Hinchey
Graduate Fellow, Center for Energy Studies

Shih Yu (Elsie) Hung
Research Associate, Center for Energy Studies

Meei-Hsiang Ku-Goto
Research Programmer, Domestic Health Policy 
Analysis Program

Toby Li 
Graduate Fellow, Center for Energy Studies

Kelly Neill
Graduate Fellow, Center for Energy Studies

Adan Obeid
Research Associate, Center for the Middle East

Christina Shields
Research Assistant, Center for Health and 
Biosciences

Sharon Tsao
Research Associate, Science and Technology 
Policy Program

Peter Volkmar
Graduate Fellow, Center for Energy Studies
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ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF 

Maria Armenta
Administrative Coordinator

Robert Barron
Policy Assistant to the Director

Joanna Bruso
Staff Editor

Chetna Cates
Events Manager

Anne Dayton
Research Manager, McNair Center for 
Entrepreneurship and Innovation

Regina Dennis
Staff Editor

Starr Dickerson
Assistant Director of Development — 
Stewardship

Sonja D. Fulbright
Assistant Director of Design

Lisa Guáqueta
Program Manager, Mexico Center

Lianne Hart
Editorial Director

Christene Kimmel
Director of Development —  
Center for Energy Studies and Special Projects

Brenda K. Laymance
Administrator, Center for Health and Biosciences 

J.E. (Jason) Lyons
Logistics Manager

Giovanna Marciano
Director of Finance

Andrew Murillo
Audiovisual Specialist

Kim Murphy
Executive Assistant to the Director

Rafael Nuñez
Web Manager

Shawn O’Neill
Graphic Designer

Daniel Padilla
Audiovisual Technician

Christine Pfeffer
Financial Coordinator

Macy Pruitt
Events Manager

Laurie K. Scott
Director of Development

Ben Stevenson
Director of Operations and Planning

Laura Torgerson
Program Manager, Center for Health and 
Biosciences 

Melissa Vossler
Program Administrator, Center for Energy Studies

Lisa Winfrey
Grants Specialist

Kevin Young
Assistant Director of Audiovisual Operations
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Named Endowments  
and Gifts

The Baker Institute named endowment 
contributors provide permanent sustainable 
funds directed toward a specific purpose in 
support of public policy fellows, scholars, 
interns and programmatic initiatives.

Aron S. and Anaruth P. Gordon Endowment
The Honorable James A. Baker, III,  

and Mrs. Baker
Baker Botts L.L.P.
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond D. Brochstein
Burdine Johnson Foundation
The Clayton Fund 
Cullen Foundation
Cullen Trust for Higher Education
Diana Tamari Sabbagh Foundation
The Honorable Edward P. Djerejian 

and Mrs. Djerejian
The Honorable Charles W. Duncan Jr. 

and Mrs. Duncan
The Fred and Mabel R. Parks Foundation
Glassell Family Foundation
Harry and Hazel Chavanne Endowment
Houston Endowment
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Howell
Mr. Joseph D. Jamail
Kelly Day Endowment
Mr. and Mrs. Edward A. Kelly
Kuwait Foundation for the Advancement 

of Sciences
Mr. and Mrs. Burton J. McMurtry
Mr. and Mrs. Robert C. McNair
MD Anderson Foundation
The Meadows Foundation

Donors

Mr. and Mrs. Steven L. Miller
The Honorable Robert A. Mosbacher 

and Mrs. Mosbacher
The Robert and Janice McNair Foundation
Robert and Sarah McLaurin Endowment
Sid W. Richardson Foundation
The Starr Foundation
The State of Qatar Endowment for 

International Stem Cell Policy
Susan Vaughan Foundation
Tassie and Constantine Nicandros Foundation
Taylor and Robert H. Ray Endowment
The Virginia and L.E. Simmons Family 

Foundation
Mr. Wallace S. Wilson

Captain James Addison 
Baker Society

The Captain James Addison Baker Society was 
created by Rice University to recognize the 
foresight and generosity of alumni and friends 
who have named the Baker Institute or Rice 
University as a beneficiary of a will, revocable 
trust, retirement plan, life insurance policy or 
life-income gift, such as in a charitable gift 
annuity or charitable remainder trust.

Mrs. Judy Ley Allen
Mr. John Bannon Jr.
Mr. James P. Jackson
Dr. and Mrs. Robert L. McLaurin
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Randall III
Mr. and Mrs. Alvin E. Soniat Jr.

11.08.16   From right, University 
Representative Y. Ping Sun, Rice University 
President David W. Leebron and Roundtable 
Young Professionals member T. Paresh  
Patel attend the institute’s election night 
watch party.
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Programmatic Gifts

Direct program support allows fellows, scholars 
and researchers to investigate current and new 
research areas and creates opportunities to 
engage undergraduate and graduate students 
in the research and policy recommendation 
processes.

A.R. “Tony” and Maria J. Sanchez Family 
Foundation

Anonymous
Baker Botts L.L.P.
The Honorable James A. Baker, III,  

and Mrs. Baker
Mr. and Mrs. James A. Baker IV
Mr. John C. Baker
Ms. Tegan Baker
Ms. Patricia Barnes
Mr. and Mrs. E. William Barnett
Baylor College of Medicine
Mrs. Laura D. Bellows
Mr. Frank A. Bennack Jr.
Mr. Robert Blocker
The Boeing Company
Mrs. Betsy C. Bolin
Mr. and Mrs. Lewis E. Brazelton III
Mr. and Mrs. Richard L. Brooks
Carnegie Corporation of New York
Mr. and Mrs. Clarence P. Cazalot Jr.
Charles Koch Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Chazen
The Clayton Fund
The Coneway Family Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. James W. Crownover
Mrs. Linnet F. Deily

The Honorable Edward P. Djerejian  
and Mrs. Djerejian

The Honorable Charles W. Duncan Jr.  
and Mrs. Duncan

Mr. Nasser L. Fahmy
Dr. Marvin Fishman
Franci Neely Foundation
Mr. Jacko Garrett
George and Mary Josephine Hamman 

Foundation
Mrs. Alfred C. Glassell Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Greenberg
The Greenwall Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Darrell Hancock
Mr. Zachary Harris
Ms. Nancy Henderek
The Henry Luce Foundation, Inc.
Herman Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald D. Hines
Houston Endowment
Dr. and Mrs. Daniel Howes
Mrs. Ford Hubbard Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Dunham Jewett
Joseph H. Thompson Fund
Mr. Eman Kandeyl
Dr. Robert L. Kauffmann
Kinder Foundation
Koret Foundation
Dr. and Mrs. Neal Lane
Mr. and Mrs. Stuart Leventhal
Ms. Sandra Isabelle Lloyd
The Louis K. Brandt Foundation
Mr. Karim Marani
Dr. Mary E. Marsh
Mrs. D’Anne Martin
Dr. Patricia S. Martin and Dr. William C. Martin
Mr. and Mrs. Albert J. McHenry

10.20.16  From left, Robert B. Tudor 
III; the Honorable James A. Baker, III; 
Ambassador Edward P. Djerejian; Steven L. 
Miller, chair of the Baker Institute Board of 
Advisors; Clarence P. Cazalot Jr., chair of the 
Program and Development Committee; and 
Marc J. Shapiro, chair of the Governance 
and Nominating Committee, attend the 
board’s fall meeting. 
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04.06.17  Christopher Smith is 
introduced as the inaugural Baker Institute 
Advisory Board Fellow in Energy Studies 
during the institute’s spring board of 
advisors meeting.

Mr. Robert McMillian
Mr. and Mrs. James D. McMurrey Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Larry E. Meyer
Mr. and Mrs. Richard W. Mithoff Jr.
Dr. Richard W. Morris
National Science Foundation
Mr. John L. Nau III
Mrs. Kathryn Neuhaus
O’Connor & Hewitt Foundation
Mrs. Carolyn W. Payne
Mr. H. Russell Pitman
Mr. James L. Powell
Mr. Wade A. Rakes II and Mr. Nicholas T. Miller
Mr. and Mrs. Harry M. Reasoner
The Robert A. and Virginia Heinlein Prize Trust
Ms. Beth Robertson
Ms. Lillie Robertson
The Honorable John F.W. Rogers  

and Mrs. Deborah Lehr
Saunders Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Marc J. Shapiro
Shell Oil Company Foundation
Smith Richardson Foundation
Mr. George L. Stegemeier
Steven and Sheila Miller Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. J. Taft Symonds
Texans for Lawsuit Reform Foundation
Texas A&M Engineering Experiment Station
The Honorable Warren W. Tichenor  

and Mrs. Tichenor
Mr. and Mrs. Robert B. Tudor III
The University of Texas MD Anderson  

Cancer Center
The Virginia and L.E. Simmons Foundation
Ms. Jean Vorhaben
W. M. Keck Foundation
Mrs. Virginia M. Watt
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Weingarten

Mr. and Mrs. John Eddie Williams
Mr. and Mrs. Wallace S. Wilson
Zinn Petroleum Co.

Corporate Giving

ENERGY FORUM
The Center for Energy Studies (CES) is supported 
by corporate and individual members who 
participate through the Energy Forum via 
workshops, research and outreach. The Energy 
Forum provides an opportunity for members to 
be involved in CES energy research and energy 
policy events and to meet personally with 
distinguished statesmen and industry leaders 
who shape the energy world today.

ENERGY FORUM DIRECTOR’S CIRCLE
Baker Botts L.L.P.
FTI Consulting
Schlumberger

ENERGY FORUM ADVISORY BOARD
American Air Liquide Holdings, Inc.
The Honorable Hushang Ansary and Mrs. Ansary
BHP Billiton
BP
Chevron Corporation
ConocoPhillips 
Deloitte
Direct Energy
ENGIE North America
Ernst & Young
Exxon Mobil Corporation 
The Institute of Energy Economics, Japan (IEEJ)
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KBR
Marathon Oil Corporation
Saudi Aramco
Shell Oil Company
TOTAL E&P New Ventures, Inc.
TOTAL E&P USA, Inc.
Trinity Industries, Inc.
Wallace S. Wilson

ENERGY FORUM  
ASSOCIATE MEMBERS
Apache Corporation
Cheniere Energy, Inc.
Methanex Corporation 
Norton Rose Fulbright US LLP
Tudor, Pickering, Holt & Co. LLC     

ENERGY FORUM  
SUPPORTING MEMBERS
Deloitte MarketPoint LLC
Energy Intelligence

HEALTH POLICY FORUM
The Health Policy Forum facilitates the 
exchange of ideas among medical and policy 
professionals in Texas and U.S. audiences. These 
discussions provide the foundation for health 
policy research and recommendations, and 
foster an improved understanding of national 
health concerns.

HEALTH POLICY FORUM  
CORPORATE MEMBERS
Baylor College of Medicine
CHI St. Luke’s Health
HEALTH POLICY FORUM  
PATRON MEMBERS
The University of Texas MD Anderson  

Cancer Center
Community Health Choice
The Episcopal Health Foundation

HEALTH POLICY FORUM  
BENEFACTOR MEMBERS
Bank of America Merrill Lynch
LifeGift
Texas Children’s Hospital

HEALTH POLICY FORUM  
INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS 
Ms. Cullen K. Geiselman
Mr. Wade A. Rakes II and Mr. Nicholas Miller
Texas Heart Institute
UTMB, Office of the President

11.08.16  Attendees watch the results 
roll in at the election night watch party, 
hosted by the Roundtable and Roundtable 
Young Professionals.
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09.13.16  Mexico Center director Tony 
Payan chats with Roundtable members 
before his presentation on immigration and 
the proposed border wall. 

MEXICO FORUM
The Mexico Forum, the membership base of 
the Mexico Center, is supported by corporate 
and individual members who participate 
in workshops and research events. The 
Mexico Center provides research-based 
recommendations to decision-makers on 
both sides of the border and is dedicated to 
developing practical approaches to key policy 
issues that affect the U.S.-Mexico relationship.

MEXICO FORUM DIRECTOR’S CIRCLE
Hines
Mr. and Mrs. Marc J. Shapiro   

MEXICO FORUM SUPPORTERS                        
BP America, Inc.

MEXICO FORUM FRIENDS                        
Cyanco

Individual Giving

BAKER INSTITUTE ROUNDTABLE
The Roundtable is our premier membership 
forum, dedicated to advancing the mission of 
the institute. Through annual giving, members 
of this group foster community engagement 
in some of the most pressing public policy 
challenges, while interacting with world 
leaders, national decision-makers and leading 
researchers.

ROUNDTABLE CHAIRS
Ms. Beth Robertson
Mrs. Susan Baker, Honorary
Ms. Y. Ping Sun, Honorary

ROUNDTABLE STATESMAN CIRCLE
Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin Cheng
Mr. Armando Garza
Mrs. Alfred C. Glassell Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Burton J. McMurtry
Mr. and Mrs. John Eddie Williams

ROUNDTABLE AMBASSADOR
Mrs. Barbara Allbritton
Mrs. Robert H. Allen
Mr. and Mrs. J.D. Bucky Allshouse
The Honorable Hushang Ansary and Mrs. Ansary
The Honorable James A. Baker, III,  

and Mrs. Baker
Mr. and Mrs. James A. Baker IV
Mr. and Mrs. E. William Barnett
Dr. and Mrs. F.T. Barr
Mrs. Thomas W. Blake
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Mr. and Mrs. Raymond D. Brochstein
Mr. and Mrs. John T. Cabaniss
Dr. Virginia A. Clark
Mr. Robert Day
Mrs. Linnet F. Deily
The Honorable Edward P. Djerejian  

and Mrs. Djerejian
Mr. and Mrs. William J. Doré
The Honorable Charles W. Duncan Jr.  

and Mrs. Duncan
Mr. and Mrs. John W. Elsenhans
Mr. and Mrs. Will Garwood Jr.
Ms. Burdine C. Johnson  

and Mr. Christophe E. Venghiattis
Ms. Y. Ping Sun and President David W. Leebron
Ms. Beth Madison
Dr. and Mrs. Allen J. Matusow
Mr. and Mrs. Robert C. McNair
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Miller
Mrs. Kathi Mosbacher Wheeler  

and Mr. Michael Wheeler
Mrs. Franci Neely
Mr. and Mrs. Harry M. Reasoner
Ms. Beth Robertson
Dr. and Mrs. Nansen Saleri
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher B. Sarofim
Mr. and Mrs. L.E. Simmons
Mr. and Mrs. Wallace S. Wilson
Mr. and Mrs. Oscar S. Wyatt Jr.

ROUNDTABLE DIPLOMAT
Mrs. Nancy C. Allen
Ms. Melinda Clark and Mr. Clark Trantham
The Honorable Robert L. Clarke and Mrs. Clarke
Mr. and Mrs. James W. Crownover
Mr. and Mrs. Aubrey M. Farb
Mr. and Mrs. M.G. Glasscock

Mr. and Mrs. David Itz
Mrs. Olive M. Jenney
Mr. and Mrs. J. Livingston Kosberg
Mr. Eduardo López
Mr. and Mrs. Meredith Long
Mr. William Lummis Jr. 
Dr. James A. Ferrendelli  

and Mrs. Barbara D. Mackey
Mrs. Lucian Morrison
Mr. and Mrs. Tucker Dorn
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph S. O’Connor
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Randall III
Mr. and Mrs. Sy Salerian
Mr. David Sickey
Ms. Kathryn Smyth
Mr. and Mrs. Lewis P. Thomas III
Mr. and Mrs. Melvyn L. Wolff
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Zilkha

ROUNDTABLE PARTNER
Dr. and Mrs. Ata Ahmad
Mr. Khalid Alnaji
Mrs. Jeanie Arnold
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew M. Baker
Mr. and Mrs. A. L. Ballard
Mr. Mamadou Beye
Mr. Leon D. Brathwaite
Ms. Deborah Byers
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph A. Cialone II
Dr. Llayron L. Clarkson Sr.  

and Mr. Llayron L. Clarkson Jr.
Dr. Cal Cooper
Dr. Rex Cottle
Mr. and Mrs. Alan R. Crain Jr.
Ms. Iris M. Cross
Mr. and Mrs. Danny David
Mr. and Mrs. Chad C. Deaton

12.02.16  Linda A. Capuano (left), 
fellow in energy technology, and Michael 
D. Maher (center), senior program advisor 
for the Center for Energy Studies, talk to 
a guest at the Houston Energy Breakfast 
hosted by K Carpenter Associates.
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Mr. and Mrs. Dan Domeracki
Ms. Nancy Dunlap
Mr. Yaser Faquih
Mrs. Nanette Finger
Mr. and Mrs. William Finger
Mr. and Mrs. Dan Flournoy
Mr. and Mrs. Ford J. Frost
Mr. Sam Gafford
Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. Gerry III
Mr. and Mrs. Frederic L. Glover
Mr. Michael J. Graff
Mr. and Mrs. Robert H. Graham
Mr. and Mrs. Les E. Greenberg
Mr. Stephen M. Greenlee
Mr. Steve Guidry
Mr. and Mrs. James T. Hackett
Mr. Maynard Holt
Mr. Jose Ignacio Sanz
Mr. Wail A. Jaafari
Ms. Najla Jamoussi
Mrs. Bridget L. Jensen
Mr. Darren Jones
Mr. Jeff Coe and Ms. Marianne S. Kah
Dr. John Rains Kelly
Mr. Brian Kennedy
Mr. and Mrs. Albert N. Kidd
Mr. John Klick
Mr. Andy Knapp
Ms. Alma S. Kombargi
Mr. Ryan Lance
Ms. Laura MacDiarmid
Mr. and Mrs. Rodney H. Margolis
Mr. Derek Mathieson
Mr. John Mauel
Mr. Lamar McKay
Mr. Rob Minter
Mr. and Mrs. Richard W. Mithoff Jr.
Mr. Ali Moshiri

Mr. and Mrs. Jacks C. Nickens
Mr. Marvin E. Odum III
Mrs. George A. Peterkin Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Risher Randall
Mr. and Mrs. William Edward Randall
Mr. and Mrs. Michael A. Rosen
Mrs. Louisa Stude Sarofim
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Shannon
Mr. Scott D. Sheffield
Dr. Nancy Butte and Mr. Bruce Sidner
Ms. Rebecca Silberman
Mr. and Mrs. R. John Stanton Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. George Stark
Mr. Jim Steffes
Mr. and Mrs. Karl S. Stern
Dr. Pamela A. Kennedy  

and Mr. J. Michael Stinson
Ms. Judy Sultan
Mr. Hugh Thompson
Mr. Lee M. Tillman
Mr. and Mrs. William S. Tilney
Mr. and Mrs. Robert B. Tudor III
Mr. and Mrs. Gene Van Dyke
Ms. Katherine Warren
Mr. Matt Wigle
Mr. Frazier Wilson
Mr. Jay Young
Ms. Nejd Jill Yaziji and Dr. Darrow Zeidenstein

ROUNDTABLE COLLEAGUE
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Gilliam
Mr. and Mrs. Louis K. Adler
Dr. Ammar Alkhawaldeh
Dr. and Mrs. Bruce S. Appelbaum
Mr. William M. Arnold
Mr. and Mrs. Robert H. Baillio Jr.
Mr. Malcolm G. Baker Jr. and Ms. Yvonne Victery

10.06.16  Fellow for the Middle East 
Kristian Coates Ulrichsen (left) and research 
scholar Abdullah Aydogan (right) meet guests 
at the annual Fall Reception.
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Dr. and Mrs. Stewart A. Baker
Mrs. Thomas D. Barrow
Mr. and Mrs. Todd F. Barth
Mr. Jason Bennett
Dr. Kevin Biddle
Mrs. Rima Blanc
Mr. and Mrs. Jack S. Blanton Jr.
Ms. Kathryn Boehme Bielinski
Mr. Talmage Boston
Mr. and Mrs. Russell Bowers
Mr. Louis K. Brandt
Mr. Murray Brasseux
Mrs. Daniel A. Breen
Mr. Joe Bridges
Mr. and Mrs. Jimmy Britton III
Mrs. Catherine Brock
Mrs. Katherine Tsanoff Brown
Mr. Peter H. Brown and Ms. Anne S. Bohnn
Mrs. Kay Brazelton Bruce
Mr. and Mrs. Lee Bryant
Dr. and Mrs. William T. Butler
The Honorable Katherine Cabaniss
Mr. and Mrs. O. Don Chapoton
Mr. and Mrs. Doug Corbett
Mr. Stewart Cureton
Mr. Brent Danielson
Dr. Alex Dell
Ms. Mary S. Dix
Mr. and Mrs. John F. Dorn
Mr. and Mrs. Melvin A. Dow
Mr. A. Baker Duncan
Mr. and Mrs. Jimmy Dunne
Mr. and Mrs. Lew Eatherton
Ms. Kathy J. Engleman
Dr. Richard A. Evans
Ms. Mary Sue Fairchild
Mr. DuBois Ferguson
Mr. Carlos Fernandez
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence D. Finder

Mr. and Mrs. Kyle A. Frazier
Dr. Kenneth Gabbay and Dr. Myrna Gabbay
Ms. Anne Geyer and Mr. Bill Barkhouse
Dr. and Mrs. Brendan Godfrey
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Goldberg
Mr. and Mrs. Martyn Goossen
Ms. Carol F. Graebner
Ms. Vicky Gresik
Mr. John Hale
Mr. and Mrs. Henry R. Hamman
Dr. Carlos Handy
Ms. Brenda Harvey-Traylor
Mr. David Heikkinen
Mr. Paul R. Heyburn
Mr. George Hildebrandt
Dr. Ellyn Hirsch
Dr. Vivian Ho and Dr. Richard Boylan
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Huebsch
Mrs. Anne Irick
Mrs. Daniel R. Japhet
Mr. and Mrs. James K. Jennings Jr.
Mrs. Pamela Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. Frank G. Jones
Mrs. Ardon B. Judd
Mr. and Mrs. Jay Kaplan
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Kauffman
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Kean
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Keeton
Mrs. Edward Kelley
Mr. and Mrs. Mavis P. Kelsey Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Harris L. Kempner Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Stuart Kensinger
Mr. James G. King
Ms. Barbara Monroe Kirsch
Mr. and Mrs. Jerod M. Kotter
Dr. Vitold Kruka and Ms. Nancy Younger
Mrs. Sima Ladjevardian
Mr. and Mrs. Lee A. Lahourcade
Mr. and Mrs. Tracy Lamm

04.26.17  International educators 
discuss strategies to improve education in 
science, technology, engineering and math. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Jack Lapin
Mr. and Mrs. R. Truett Latimer
Dr. Leroy J. Leeds
Mrs. Joan Schnitzer Levy
Mr. Kip Lewis
Mr. and Mrs. O. Clayton Lilienstern
Mr. Alan N. Livingston
Ms. Ellen L. Luby and Mr. Sterling A. Minor
Dr. Barbara Manousso
Mr. and Mrs. J. Stephen Marks
Mr. and Mrs. Earle P. Martin Jr.
Mr. Stephen A. Massad
Mr. Leigh Henry Masterson
Mr. and Mrs. Richard B. Mayor
Mr. James W. McCartney
Mr. Vince T. McElligott
Mr. Robert McMillian
Ms. Karen Benbow McRae
Dr. and Mrs. John Mendelsohn
Mr. and Mrs. Arnold M. Miller Jr.
Mrs. Mary Catherine Miller
Mr. and Mrs. Roland Moreau
Dr. and Mrs. Charles Neblett
Mr. and Mrs. David Neuberger
Mr. and Mrs. Charles R. Ofner
Mr. and Mrs. Dee S. Osborne
Mrs. Penny Packer
Ms. Carroll Parrott Blue
The Honorable Letitia Paul and Mr. Horst Paul
Dr. John Polking
Ms. Veronique Prentice
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Rabinow
Mr. Orlando Ramirez
Dr. Carmen Reznik
Dr. John Riola
Mr. Roy Robinson
Mr. William D. Rogers
Ms. Stephanie Rudd

Mr. Bernard Silgardo
Mr. and Mrs. Richard S. Smith
Mr. Ronald Sommers
Dr. and Mrs. C. Richard Stasney
Dr. Richard Stoll and Dr. Catherine Troisi
Mr. M.S. Stude
Mr. and Mrs. J. Taft Symonds
Mrs. Maya Thywissen
Mr. and Mrs. Guillermo F. Trevino
Dr. Geri-Lynn Turner and Mr. William Turner
Dr. Stephen Tyring and Dr. Patricia Lee Tyring
Mr. and Mrs. James G. Ulmer
Mr. and Mrs. Eugene H. Vaughan Jr.
Ms. Yvonne R. Victery
Mrs. Molly Ward
Mr. Timothy H. Wasp
Ms. Wendy Watriss and Mr. Frederick Baldwin
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Weaver
Mr. and Mrs. S. Conrad Weil Jr.
Dr. and Mrs. Jasper Welch Jr.
Mrs. Sara E. White
Mr. James F. Wiggins
Ms. Nancy B. Willerson
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Wilson
Mr. Ronald G. Woods
Mr. and Mrs. Jaime E. Yordán
Mr. T. Michael Young
Mr. and Mrs. Mark R. Yzaguirre
Mr. Myron Zeitz

10.06.16  From left, Roundtable 
members Beth Robertson and Cullen 
Geiselman chat with Rice University 
Provost Marie Lynn Miranda at the annual 
Fall Reception.
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ROUNDTABLE  
YOUNG PROFESSIONALS
The Roundtable Emerging Leaders and 
Associate Roundtable are membership groups 
that provide individuals age 45 and under with 
the opportunity to network with policy leaders 
and like-minded professionals.

ROUNDTABLE EMERGING LEADERS 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Mr. Mikhail Alekseenko
Ms. Danielle Allen
Mr. Jimmy Battista
Mr. Wirt Blaffer
Mr. Sean Cowan
Ms. Mariana Díez
Mr. William Elliott
Mr. Danny Fields
Mr. Mike Freedman
Mr. JR Gibbens
Mr. Philip Gunn
Mr. Nick Huber
Mr. Brian Ivany
Ms. Stephanie Linder
Mrs. Milessa Lowrie
Mr. William Lyles
Mr. Brett Magill
Mr. Chris Mersinger
Mrs. Lauren Thompson Miller
Mr. Danny Newman
Mr. Steven Panagiotou
Mr. T. Paresh Patel
Mr. Josh Prueher
Ms. Colleen Sheedy
Ms. Jill Thompson Shull
Mr. Jason Starnes

Mr. Steven Sultzbaugh
Ms. Hasti Taghi
Dr. Leticia Vega
Mr. Emmett Walsh
Mr. Michael Woodrum

ROUNDTABLE EMERGING LEADERS
Mr. Mikhail Alekseenko
Ms. Danielle Allen
Mr. Gaspare Aloi
Mr. Ali Alqahtani
Mr. Mohamed Amer
Mr. Guglielmo Andreoli  

and Mrs. Giovanna Marciano
Mr. Isaac Arch
Mr. Felipe Armaza
Mrs. Lauren Bahorich
Mr. Jeffrey C. Barker
Dr. Beverly Barrett
Mr. and Mrs. Jimmy Battista
Mr. Ganesh Betanabhatla
Mrs. Annette Bickett
Mr. Wirt Blaffer
Ms. Laura Blum
Ms. Sarah A. Bolka
Dr. James Matthew Boyleston
Ms. Lydia Brantley
Ms. Megan Breitenwischer
Ms. Allyson T. Bremer
Mr. and Mrs. Jaime M. Bullon
Mr. Hilton Butchard
Mr. George Cahlik
Ms. Erin Campbell
Mr. Tom Campbell
Mr. Jamie Cartwright
Mr. Max Castroparedes
Mr. David Chambers and Mr. Alex Steffler

10.21.16  High school students meet 
with Marcia McNutt, president of the 
National Academy of Sciences, before her 
lecture on developing relevant science 
policies. 



  2017 Annual Report  |  63

Mr. Tanmay Chaturvedi
Ms. Sharon Cheng
Mr. Dexter Combs
Mr. Matthew Conner
Mr. Matthew Corbett
Mr. Sean Cowan
Mrs. Rushana Cypert
Mr. Paul de Meo
Mr. and Mrs. David Dezso
Ms. Mariana Díez
Mr. TJ Dillingham
Mr. David Doiron
Mr. William Elliott Doyle
Dr. Edward J. Egan and Ms. Lauren A. Bass
Mr. Evan Ehsani
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Campbell Eifler
Mr. Michael Elliott
Mr. William Elliott
Mr. Paul Ernster
Mr. Daniel Espinoza
Mr. Clint Eubanks
Mr. Nasser L. Fahmy
Mr. Rami Farasin
Mrs. Iman Farrior
Mr. Daniel Fields
Mr. Jason Files
Mr. and Mrs. Radu Filip
Mr. Clayton Finney
Mr. Phillip Fite
Dr. Bradley Flowers
Mr. Michael Freedman
Ms. Sparky Frost
Mrs. Sonja Fulbright
Mr. Bryant Fulk
Mr. Daran Gaus
Ms. Sarah Gelb
Mr. JR Gibbens
Mr. Stephen Goldfarb

Mr. Ryan Gorczycki
Ms. Andrea Grimbergen
Mr. and Mrs. Philip Gunn
Mr. Karn Gupta
Mrs. Regina Gutierrez-Garcia
Mr. Ray Gutierrez
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Guyton
Mr. Andrew Hadeed
Ms. Kate Hallaway
Mr. Mina Hanna
Mr. Michael Hardy
Mr. Colin Harris
Mr. Daniel Hartzell
Mr. Ammar Hazzazi
Mr. Mark Herrmann
Mr. and Mrs. Erik Hitchcock
Mr. Devin Hotzel
Mr. and Mrs. Nick Huber
Mr. Brian Ivany
Ms. Jessica Johnston
Mr. and Mrs. Bailey Jones
Mr. Sean W. Jump
Mr. Eman Kandeyl
Mr. Sung Kang
Mr. Adam Kassam
Mr. Daniel Katz
Mr. Adam Kiehne
Mr. and Mrs. Josh Kimmel
Ms. Kelly Kirk
Mr. and Mrs. Ryan Kirksey
Mr. Jason Kist
Mr. Kareem Klink
Ms. Michelle Kobelan
Ms. Sheldon Kramer
Mr. Nicholas D. Kurtenbach
Mr. David Lacombe
Ms. Victoria Lazar
Mr. Anthony Leatherman

08.23.16  Political science fellow 
Mark P. Jones analyzes the 2016 presidential 
race at a Roundtable Young Professionals 
happy hour.
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Ms. Stephanie Linder
Mr. James Lloyd
Ms. Rebecca Loeb
Mr. Steve Louis
Mrs. Milessa Lowrie
Ms. Angela Lutz
Mr. William Lyles
Mr. Raymond Ma
Ms. Jackie Macha
Mr. and Mrs. Brett Magill
Mr. Bryan Marlborough
Mr. Trond Mathisen
Dr. Kirstin Matthews  

and Mr. Robert D. Matthews
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew McConomy
Mr. Michael McFarlane
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Mersinger
Dr. Bruce Meyers
Mr. Kenneth Misner
Mr. and Mrs. Bradley W. Mitchell
Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin Nelson
Mr. Danny Newman
Ms. Camille Nichols
Mr. Robert Nnake
Mr. Stephen Olson
Mr. Rick Pal
Mr. Steven Panagiotou
Mr. Siddharth Patel
Mr. T. Paresh Patel
Mr. Andrew Patterson
Mr. Alex Pichon
Mr. Jesse Pletts
Mr. and Mrs. Josh Prueher
Mr. Krishna Punwasi
Mr. Wade A. Rakes II and Mr. Nicholas T. Miller
Mr. D. Theodore Rave
Mr. JC Reeves
Mr. Jose Rodriguez

Ms. Hannah Rosenthal
Mr. Giovanni Rosselli
Mr. Daniel Runzheimer
Ms. Veronica Sagastegui
Ms. Rayya Salem
Mr. Harout Samra
Ms. Sophia Sciabica
Mr. Blake Segura
Mr. Shahzaib Shaheen
Ms. Colleen Sheedy
Ms. Christina Shields
Ms. Jill Thompson Shull
Dr. Chrystan Skefos
Mr. Colton Smith
Mrs. Natalie Smith
Ms. Chris Staffel
Mr. Jason Starnes
Mr. Matt Steitz
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Stephenson
Mr. Ben Stevenson and Ms. Taylor Cooper
Mr. Steven Sultzbaugh
Mrs. Lauren Thompson Miller
Mr. and Mrs. Robert B. Todd
Mr. Daniel Trapp
Mr. and Mrs. Gerard Trevino
Ms. Rachel Turkington
Mr. Tor Van Dyke
Dr. Leticia Vega
Mr. Mark Vennekotter
Mr. James Vesterman
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Voegeli
Mr. BJ Walker
Mr. Emmett Walsh
Dr. Seema Mehta Walsh 
	 and Mr. Michael T. Walsh Jr. 
Mrs. Charlos C. Ward
Mrs. Tiffany Ward
Dr. Joshua Weed

10.06.16  Space policy fellow George 
Abbey discusses his current research with 
members Ted and Melza Barr at the annual 
Fall Reception. 
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Mr. Caleb Wiley
Mr. Clint Wood
Mr. Michael Woodrum
Ms. Summer Worden and Ms. Anne McClain
Ms. Melinda Yee
Ms. Kaylee M. Yocum
Mr. Hank Youk
Ms. Heidi Zhang

ASSOCIATE ROUNDTABLE
Mrs. Gayle Abrahams
Ms. Uzo Akubue
Mr. Anwar Albeaiji
Mr. Mohammed Aldossary
Mr. Ahmad Aljufairi
Mr. Luis F. Arandia
Mr. Neil Arrieta
Mr. Jide Ayangade
Ms. Rudeina Baasiri
Mr. David Barleycorn
Mr. Andrew Barrett
Mr. Rixck Barsigiah
Mr. Taylor Barth
Ms. Amina Belouizdad
Ms. Maya Ben-Bassat
Ms. Kelly Benthien
Mrs. Rebecca Blassingame
Ms. Samantha Bobo
Ms. Maria Bougai
Ms. Brittany Brown
Dr. Vanessa Brown
Mr. Nick Bullington
Mr. Blake Bumpous
Mr. Noel Bustillos-Zaragoza
Ms. Dianne Calderon
Ms. Stephanie Campbell
Mr. Darrel Canfield

Mr. William Carpenter
Ms. Diana Carranza
Ms. Qiaodan Chen
Ms. Megan Cline
Ms. Sarah L. M. Cloots and Mr. Behrang Amini
Mr. James D. Coan
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Corso
Mrs. Cathy Crouch
Ms. Sarah Daniel
Ms. Lucia Davila
Mr. Reed Devany
Mr. Aman Dhuka
Ms. Susan Dietz
Mr. James Dolezal
Mr. Jack Dwyer
Mr. Ojeifo Ebhomielen
Mr. Harold Edwards
Mr. and Mrs. John Eikenburg
Dr. Maya El Hariri
Mr. Andre Fagundes
Mr. Michael Farner and Ms. Renee Barrow
Ms. Sameng Fei
Ms. Xinxin Feng
Mr. George Frank
Mr. Jeff Freedman
Ms. Kelsey Fuller
Ms. Tamara Gabriel
Ms. Tina Ge
Mr. and Mrs. Greg Giacona
Mr. Matthew Goff
Ms. Lisa Gonzalez
Mr. Ashby Graves
Mrs. Tara Grigg Garlinghouse
Mr. James M. Grubb
Mr. Michael Guenther
Mr. Daniel Guerra
Ms. Maria Guerrero Gonzalez
Mr. Zachary Harris

05.15.17  Author Philip Caputo greets 
guests before a reading of his latest book, 
“Some Rise by Sin,” at the Brazos Bookstore. 
The event was hosted by the Roundtable 
Young Professionals.
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11.02.16  Pulitzer Prize-winning 
author Robert Olen Butler (in black jacket), 
talks to a guest about the military’s impact 
on his writing at a special Roundtable Young 
Professionals Veterans Day event.

Mrs. Natsumi Hays
Mr. Ryan Hickman
Mr. Chandler Hillin
Mr. Beau Holder
Mr. Bradley Houston
Ms. Aisha Jeeva
Mr. Ji’an Jin
Mr. Seongyoul Jo
Mr. Zhan Kakishev
Mr. Enzo Karunia
Mr. Christian Kile
Ms. Claire Kinkaid
Ms. Emily Kinkaid
Mr. and Mrs. William H. Knull III
Mr. David Ladewig
Mr. Joseph Lam
Mr. Ivan Langford
Ms. Mary Larson
Ms. Carrie Leader
Mr. and Mrs. Greg Lee
Mr. Kwangpyo Lee
Ms. Kristin Lehnhoff
Ms. Xuefei Li
Mr. Andrew Lin
Mr. David M. Liou
Ms. Michelle Lo
Mr. Andrew Lyle
Mr. Kevin Markowski
Mr. Elliot Marks
Mr. Sean Marshall
Mr. Tariq Masaud
Mrs. Roya McArthur
Ms. Maggie McDaniel
Ms. Mary Elizabeth McLaughlin
Mr. William McLucas
Ms. Elizabeth McStravick
Mr. Christopher B. Meehan
Mr. Raul Meza Menendez

Ms. Cristina Mims
Mr. William Morris
Ms. Jackie Mutai Koskey
Mr. Christian Nardini
Mr. Santiago Neira
Mr. Josh Newby
Mr. Isao Nishihara
Ms. Diane O’Brien
Mr. and Mrs. Shawn O’Neill
Mr. Sergio Pizarro and Mrs. Kerri Olsen
Mr. Ahmed Osman
Mr. Feyisola Otusajo
Mr. Paul Pass
Mr. Daniel Pinedo
Ms. Anastasia Ray
Mr. Michael Reffit
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Rossi
Ms. Lisa Robertson
Ms. Margaret Rogers
Ms. Vicki Romo
Mr. Ahmed Rosowsky
Ms. Madina Rubly
Mr. Asset Sabyrbekov
Mr. Khalid Saleh
Mr. Travis Salinas
Mr. Viraj Sawant
Ms. Christine E. Shaheen
Mr. Umer Shahryar
Ms. Yufei Shan
Ms. Anne E. Shaughnessy
Mr. Nathan Shull
Mr. Stephen Sibley
Mr. Drew Sims
Mr. Steven Smith
Ms. Dennetta Starks
Mr. Khaled Sulaiti
Ms. Hasti Taghi
Ms. Melody T. Tan
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Ms. Clara Tandazo Castro
Mr. Manuel Tatavak
Ms. Anna Temple
Mr. David Thacker
Ms. Clothilde Thirouin
Mr. Adrian Trömel
Ms. Vivian Truong
Mr. Aaron Varghese
Mr. Michael Villemarette
Mr. Zhe Wang
Dr. David Wheeler
Mr. William Whitley
Mr. Travis Wilson
Ms. Grier Wilt
Mr. Anthony Winters
Ms. Sichen Xiao
Ms. Sidan Xue
Mr. Fadi Yacob
Ms. Ke Yang
Mr. Zehui Yang
Mr. and Mrs. Masaaki Yoshimori
Ms. Junyi Zhang
Mr. and Mrs. Vince Zito

Gifts to the institute are tax deductible under 
applicable rules. The Baker Institute is part of 
Rice University’s tax-exempt status as a section 
501(c)(3) “public charity.”

Although we are only able to list those gifts that 
totaled $50 or more from July 1, 2016, through 
June 30, 2017, please accept our thanks for each 
gift, which helps to support the Baker Institute’s 
programs and research. We strive for accuracy in 
acknowledging those who have given to the Baker 
Institute, and we regret any omission or error, 
which we ask you to bring to our attention.

03.29.17  Author Ben Fountain (left) 
discusses the movie based on his novel  

“Billy Lynn’s Long Halftime Walk.” The film 
was screened at the Museum of Fine Arts, 
Houston in collaboration with the RYP.
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