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Sam Houston State University 
Security Studies Department 
College of Criminal Justice 
816 17th Street 
Huntsville, Texas 77340 

Phone: (936) 294-3635 
Office: Beto Building Hotel 214 
Natejudejones@gmail.com  
nxj008@shsu.edu

 
Education 
UC Irvine 2004-2011   

• PhD 2011 Political Science.   
The State Reaction a theory of illicit network resilience.  Dissertation was a 
historical case study of the cartel Arellano Felix in Tijuana based upon a year of 
fieldwork in Mexico City and Tijuana.  (Winner Best Dissertation Western 
Political Science Association 2012)   

• Masters 2008 Political Science. 
 
Colegio de La Frontera Norte, Tijuana (COLEF) 2011 

• Attended COLEF while conducting fieldwork in Tijuana (estancia). January -June 
2011.   

 
UC Berkeley 1999-2003 

• Bachelors Political Science (High Honors) 
 
Employment 
Sam Houston State University  

• Associate Professor Security Studies Department College of Criminal Justice 
(2020-present) 

• Assistant Professor Security Studies Department College of Criminal Justice 
(2014-2020) 

Rice University 
• Baker Institute Nonresident Scholar (2014-Present) 
• Alfred C. Glassell III Postdoctoral Fellow in Drug Policy (2012-14) 

Journal of Strategic Security 
• Book Review Editor Journal of Strategic Security (2021-Present) 

International Journal of Police Science 
• Book Review Editor IJPS (2024-Present) 

University of San Diego  
• Adjunct Lecturer Introduction to International Relations 2011-2012 

University of California Irvine 
• Adjunct Lecturer International Relations 2010 
• Adjunct Lecturer International Issues and Institutions 2009  
• Teaching Assistant 2004-2009 

 
Fellowships 

• Small Wars Journal–Senior Fellow 2022-Present 

mailto:Natejudejones@gmail.com
mailto:nxj008@shsu.edu
https://www.wpsanet.org/award/awardpresentations13.php
https://www.wpsanet.org/award/awardpresentations13.php
https://www.shsu.edu/academics/security-studies/dir.html?mode=view&item=360
http://bakerinstitute.org/
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• Small Wars Journal–El Centro Fellow 2012-2021 
• Institute for Global Conflict and Cooperation (IGCC) Fellow 2010-11 – Provided 

one year of funding for fieldwork and dissertation completion carried out in 
Mexico.  Fieldwork sites:  Mexico City and Tijuana.   

• Dissertation Fellow Department of Political Science UC Irvine Fall 2009 
 
Awards: 

• Best Dissertation Western Political Science Association 2013 
• James A. Danziger Award for Teaching Excellence 2011 UC Irvine Political 

Science.   
• Center for Global Peace and Conflict Studies (CGPACS) Research Award 

Recipient and Affiliate 2010. 
• Excellence in Teaching Award from the Department of Political Science for 

Winter 2010 US Coercive Diplomacy.   
• Global Connect Award 2009 for Graduate Student Presentation on 

Counterinsurgency and Failed States.   
• Global Connect Award 2008 for Graduate Student Presentation on What Is 

Terrorism? 
• Excellence in Teaching Award from the Department of Political Science for 

Winter 2006 US Coercive Diplomacy. 
• Letter of congratulations from the Dean of Social Sciences on Top 10 ranking for 

all social science TAs (March 2005). 
 
Peer Reviewed Journal Articles 

• Asaka, Jeremiah O., Daniel Weisz Argomedo, and Nathan P. Jones. “Climate 
Change Risks to Water Security: Exploring the Interplay between Climate 
Change, Water Theft, and Water (in)Security.” Water Policy, March 13, 2024. 
https://doi.org/10.2166/wp.2024.213. 

• Wu, Jun, W. Layne Dittmann, Nathan P. Jones, and John P. Sullivan. “A Social 
Network Analysis of an MS-13 Network: Structure, Leadership Roles, and the 
Use of Confidential Informants.” International Criminology, March 9, 2024. 

• Glaser, Pilar, John P. Sullivan, and Nathan P. Jones. “A Social Network Analysis 
of the Guerreros Unidos Crime Syndicate.” Small Wars Journal, January 5, 2024. 
https://smallwarsjournal.com/index.php/jrnl/art/social-network-analysis-
guerreros-unidos-crime-syndicate. 

• Weisz Argomedo, Daniel, Nathan P. Jones, and John P. Sullivan. “Virtual Urban 
Siege: Modern Urban Siege and Swarming in Culiacán 2019 & 2023.” Journal of 
Strategic Security 16, no. 3 (Fall 2023): 30–52. https://doi.org/10.5038/1944-
0472.16.3.2172. 

• Jones, Nathan P., Russell Lundberg, and Matthew O’Deane. “A Mixed Methods 
Social Network Analysis of San Diego Law Enforcement Task Forces and 
Agencies.” International Journal of Police Science (IJPS) 2, no. 1 (March 27, 
2023). https://doi.org/10.56331/487529/IJPS6. 

• Chris Bronk and Nathan Jones, “Cyber Cases: The PICCA Framework for 
Documenting Geopolitically Relevant Cyber Action,” Journal of Strategic 

https://smallwarsjournal.com/elcentro/fellows
https://www.wpsanet.org/award/awardpresentations13.php
https://doi.org/10.2166/wp.2024.213
https://smallwarsjournal.com/index.php/jrnl/art/social-network-analysis-guerreros-unidos-crime-syndicate
https://smallwarsjournal.com/index.php/jrnl/art/social-network-analysis-guerreros-unidos-crime-syndicate
https://doi.org/10.5038/1944-0472.16.3.2172
https://doi.org/10.5038/1944-0472.16.3.2172
https://doi.org/10.56331/487529/IJPS6
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Security 16, no. 1 (2023): 72–89, https://doi.org/: https://doi.org/10.5038/1944-
0472.16.1.2068.  

• Sullivan, John P., and Nathan P. Jones. “Intelligence and Analytical Approaches 
for the Crime-Gang-Terrorism Nexus.” International Journal on Criminology 10, 
no. 1 (January 17, 2023). https://www.criminologyjournal.org/intelligence-and-
analytical-approaches-for-the-crime-gang-terrorism-nexus.html. 

• Nathan P. Jones, Irina Chindea, Daniel Weisz Argomedo, and John P. Sullivan, 
“A Social Network Analysis of Mexico’s Dark Network Alliance Structure,” 
Journal of Strategic Security 15, no. 4 (2022), https://doi.org/10.5038/1944-
0472.15.4.2046.  

• Isaac Poritzky, Nathan P. Jones, and John P. Sullivan, “Transnational Cartels and 
Prison/Jail Gangs: A Social Network Analysis of Mexican Mafia (Eme) and La 
Familia Michoacana Conspiracy Cases,” Small Wars Journal, October 24, 2022, 
https://smallwarsjournal.com/index.php/jrnl/art/transnational-cartels-and-
prisonjail-gangs-social-network-analysis-mexican-mafia-eme-and. 

• Nathan P. Jones and Howard Campbell, “Dilemmas of Immigrant Asylum Claims 
for Expert Witnesses,” Annals of Anthropological Practice (February 4, 2022): 4, 
https://doi.org/10.1111/napa.12176. 

• Nathan P. Jones, “Bacterial Conjugation as a Framework for the Homogenization 
of Tactics in Mexican Organized Crime,” Studies in Conflict & Terrorism 44, no. 
10 (October 3, 2021): 855–84, https://doi.org/10.1080/1057610X.2019.1586356. 

• Natalie D. Baker and Nathan P. Jones, “A Snake Who Eats the Devil’s Tail: The 
Recursivity of Good and Evil in the Security State,” Media, War & Conflict 13, 
no. 4 (December 1, 2020): 468–86, https://doi.org/10.1177/1750635219846021. 

• Nathan P. Jones, W. Layne Dittmann, Jun Wu, and Tyler Reese. “A Mixed 
Methods Social Network Analysis of a Cross-Border Drug Network: The 
Fernando Sanchez Organization (FSO).” Trends in Organized Crime 23, no. 2 
(June 1, 2020): 154–82. https://doi.org/10.1007/s12117-018-9352-9. 

• Jones, Nathan P, and John P. Sullivan. “Huachicoleros: Criminal Cartels, Fuel 
Theft, and Violence in Mexico.” Journal of Strategic Security 12, no. 4 (2019): 1. 
https://doi.org/10.5038/1944-0472.12.4.1742. 

• Jones, Nathan. “The Strategic Implications of the Cártel de Jalisco Nueva 
Generación.” Journal of Strategic Security 11, no. 1 (2018): 19–42. 
https://doi.org/10.5038/1944-0472.11.1.1661. 

• Nathan P. Jones, “The Unintended Consequences of Kingpin Strategies: Kidnap 
Rates and the Arellano-Félix Organization,” Trends in Organized Crime 16, no. 2 
(2013): 156–76, https://doi.org/10.1007/s12117-012-9185-x. 

Peer Reviewed Books 
• Nathan P. Jones, Mexico’s Illicit Drug Networks and the State Reaction. 

Washington, D.C.: Georgetown University Press, 2016. 
 
Special Issue Co-Editor Climate Change and Global Security 
with Journal of Strategic Security 

https://www.criminologyjournal.org/intelligence-and-analytical-approaches-for-the-crime-gang-terrorism-nexus.html
https://www.criminologyjournal.org/intelligence-and-analytical-approaches-for-the-crime-gang-terrorism-nexus.html
https://doi.org/10.5038/1944-0472.15.4.2046
https://doi.org/10.5038/1944-0472.15.4.2046
https://smallwarsjournal.com/index.php/jrnl/art/transnational-cartels-and-prisonjail-gangs-social-network-analysis-mexican-mafia-eme-and
https://smallwarsjournal.com/index.php/jrnl/art/transnational-cartels-and-prisonjail-gangs-social-network-analysis-mexican-mafia-eme-and
https://doi.org/10.1111/napa.12176
https://doi.org/10.1080/1057610X.2019.1586356
https://doi.org/10.1177/1750635219846021
https://doi.org/10.1007/s12117-018-9352-9
https://doi.org/10.5038/1944-0472.12.4.1742
https://doi.org/10.5038/1944-0472.11.1.1661
https://doi.org/10.1007/s12117-012-9185-x
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• Nathan P. Jones and John P. Sullivan. “Climate Change and Global Security.” 
Journal of Strategic Security 13, no. 4 (December 2020). 
https://doi.org/10.5038/1944-0472.13.4.1899. 

Special Issue Co-Editor Urban Security with Journal of 
Strategic Security Fall 2023 

• Sullivan, John P., Nathan P. Jones, and Daniel Weisz Argomedo. “Urban 
Security: From High-Intensity Crime to Large-Scale Combat Operations and 
Everything in Between.” Journal of Strategic Security 16, no. 3 (2023): i–x. 
https://doi.org/10.5038/1944-0472.16.3.2188. 

Projects Underway 
• Alonso Ramos, José Jonathan, and Nathan P. Jones. “The Cártel de Jalisco Nueva 

Generación and the Battle for Colima and Its Port Manzanillo.” In The State 
Response to Criminal Armed Groups in Mexico, Central America, and the 
Caribbean: Between Police Reform and Militarization, edited by Pablo Baisotti 
and John P. Sullivan. Albany: Suny Press, 2024. 

• Jones, Nathan P., and Gary Hale de Los Santos. “(Under Contract and Accepted 
by Editors) Cocaine in Mexico: The Forgotten Drug and Its Implications.” In 
Cocaine: Criminals, Routes, and Markets, edited by Jonathan D. Rosen and 
Sebastián Cutrona. Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 2024. 

• Forthcoming: Jones, Nathan P. “Transnational Crime.” In Contemporary Security 
Studies, Seventh Edition edited by Alan Collins, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 
2025.   

 
Book Chapters 

• Sullivan, John P., and Nathan P. Jones. “The Establishment of the Mexican 
Guardia Nacional (2012-2019): A Gendarmerie Force for Crime Wars and the 
Fourth Transformation of Mexico.” In Forza Alla Legge Studi Storici Su 
Carabinieri, Gendarmerie e Polizie Armate, 14:413–39. FVCINA DI MARTE. 
Rome: Società Italiana di Storia Militare: Nadir Media, 2023. https://www.nam-
sism.org/Fucina%20di%20marte/Carbone%20(cur)%20Forza%20alla%20legge%
20Studi%20storici%20su%20Carabinieri%20Gendarmerie%20e%20polizie%20ar
mate%20n%2014.pdf. 

• Jones, Nathan P. “Transnational Crime.” In Contemporary Security Studies, Sixth 
Edition edited by Alan Collins, Sixth. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2022.   

• Jones, Nathan P. “Will He Be Tortured? Mexico Security Experts on the Likely 
Fates of Tattooed Gang Members and Informant Deportees to Mexico.” In 
Migration and Border Security: Global Perspectives, edited by Anna Sroka, Piotr 
Potejko, and Rubén Dario Torres Kumbrián, Vol. 45. Study in Politics, Security 
and Society. 191-220: Peter Lang, 2021. 

• Sullivan, John P., and Nathan P. Jones. “Bandits, Urban Guerrillas, and Criminal 
Insurgents:  Crime and Resistance in Latin America.” In Historical and Future 
Global Impacts of Armed Groups and Social Movements, edited by Pablo Baisotti 
and Pablo Pozzi. Routledge, 2021. 

https://doi.org/10.5038/1944-0472.13.4.1899
https://doi.org/10.5038/1944-0472.16.3.2188
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• Jones, Nathan P. “Conclusion:  The Past, Present and Potential Future of Third 
Generation Gang Studies.” In Strategic Notes on Third Generation Gangs, edited 
by John P. Sullivan and Robert J. Bunker. A Small Wars Journal-El Centro 
Anthology. Coppell, TX: Bloomington: XLibris, 2020. 

• Jones, Nathan P., and Samuel Gonzalez Ruiz. “Forecasting the Next Twenty-Five 
Years of the US-Mexico Public Safety and Security Relationship.” In The Future 
of US-Mexico Relations: Strategic Foresight, edited by Tony Payan, Alfonso 
Lopez de la Osa Escribano, and Jesus Velasco. Houston: Arte Publico: University 
of Houston Press, 2020. https://artepublicopress.com/product/the-future-of-us-
mexico-relations-strategic-foresight/#. 

• Jones, Nathan P. “Organized Crime in Mexico: State Fragility, ‘Criminal 
Enclaves,’ and Violent Disequilibrium.” In The Criminalization of States: The 
Relationship Between States and Organized Crime, edited by Jonathan D. Rosen, 
Bruce Bagley, and Jorge Chabat. Security in the Americas in the Twenty-First 
Century. London: Lexington Books, 2019. 

• Jones, Nathan P. “Pangas, Trickery, Intimidation, and Drug Trafficking in 
California.” In The Rise of the NarcoState (Mafia States), edited by John P 
Sullivan and Robert J Bunker. El Centro: Small Wars Anthology. Bloomington: 
XLibris, 2018. 

• Nathan P. Jones, “Mexican Cartel Op-Ed No. 3: Peña Nieto's Security Strategy: 
We Need to Talk,” Chapter 5 in Robert J. Bunker and John P. Sullivan 
(Eds.), Criminal Insurgents in Mexico and Latin America: A Small Wars Journal-
El Centro Anthology. Bloomingtion: iUniverse, 2015, pp. 30-33. 

• Nathan P. Jones, “Postscript: A Year in Mexico's Security through the Lens of El 
Centro,” in Robert J. Bunker and John P. Sullivan (Eds.). Criminal Insurgents in 
Mexico and Latin America: A Small Wars Journal-El Centro 
Anthology. Bloomingtion: iUniverse, 2015, pp. 297-308. 

• Nathan P. Jones, “Mexico Drug Policy and Security Review 2012,” Chapter 3 in 
Robert J. Bunker and John P. Sullivan (Eds.), Crime Wars and Narco Terrorism 
in the Americas: A Small Wars Journal-El Centro Anthology. Bloomington: 
iUniverse, 2014. pp.49-55. 

• Nathan P. Jones, “Monopoly on Force Does Not Always Explain Peace: Illicit 
Network Evolution Does,” Chapter 16 in Robert J. Bunker (primary 
author), Mexican Cartel Essays and Notes—Strategic, Operational and 
Tactical: A Small Wars Journal-El Centro Anthology. Bloomington: iUniverse, 
2013. pp. 136-139.  

• Nathan P. Jones. “No Half-Measures: Mexico’s Quixotic Policy on California’s 
Proposition 19.” In Something’s in the Air:  Race, Crime, and the Legalization of 
Marijuana, edited by Katherine Tate, James Lance Taylor, and Mark Q. Sawyer, 
190. Routledge, 2013. http://routledge-ny.com/books/details/9780415842402/. 

• Nathan P. Jones, “Understanding and Addressing Youth in ‘Gangs’ in Mexico.” 
In Building Resilient Communities in Mexico:  Civic Responses to Crime and 
Violence, edited by David A. Shirk, Duncan Wood, and Eric L. Olson. 
Washington D.C.: Woodrow Wilson Center for International Scholars Mexico 
Institute, 2013. http://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/understanding-youth-
gangs-mexico. 

https://artepublicopress.com/product/the-future-of-us-mexico-relations-strategic-foresight/
https://artepublicopress.com/product/the-future-of-us-mexico-relations-strategic-foresight/
http://routledge-ny.com/books/details/9780415842402/
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/understanding-youth-gangs-mexico
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/understanding-youth-gangs-mexico
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• Jones, Nathan. “Appendix A:  Goat Horns, Blackbirds, and Cop Killers:  U.S. 
Guns in Mexico’s Drug Violence.” In Mexico’s Drug Violence in Cooperative 
Mexican-U.S. Antinarcotics Efforts, edited by Sydney Weintraub and Duncan 
Wood, 52–73. Washington, D.C.: Center for Strategic and International Studies, 
2010. 
http://csis.org/files/publication/101108_Weintraub_MexicanUSAntinarc_web.pdf 

 
Book Reviews 

• Nathan P. Jones, “SWJ El Centro Book Review – Narcas: The Secret Rise of 
Women in Latin America’s Cartels,” by Deborah Bonello, Small Wars Journal, 
February 6, 2024, https://smallwarsjournal.com/jrnl/art/swj-el-centro-book-
review-narcas-secret-rise-women-latin-americas-cartels. 

• Nathan P. Jones, “Transnational Organized Crime and COVID: A Book Review 
Essay.” Journal of Criminology, November 7, 2022, 
https://doi.org/10.1177/26338076221135329.   

• Nathan P. Jones, review of SWJ Book Review – Planning to Fail: The US Wars in 
Vietnam, Afghanistan, and Iraq, by James H Lebovic, Small Wars Journal, 
October 1, 2021, https://smallwarsjournal.com/jrnl/art/swj-book-review-planning-
fail-us-wars-vietnam-afghanistan-and-iraq. 

• Nathan P. Jones, review of SWJ Book Review - All Hell Breaking Loose: The 
Pentagon’s Perspective on Climate Change, by Michael T. Klare, Small Wars 
Journal, 2020, https://smallwarsjournal.com/jrnl/art/swj-book-review-all-hell-
breaking-loose-pentagons-perspective-climate-change. 

• Jones, Nathan P. “SWJ Book Review – Understanding Human Trafficking, 
Corruption, and the Optics of Misconduct in the Public, Private, and NGO 
Sectors: Causes, Actors, and Solutions by Luz E. Nagle.” Small Wars Journal, 
September 25, 2019. https://smallwarsjournal.com/jrnl/art/swj-book-review-
understanding-human-trafficking-corruption-and-optics-misconduct-public. 

• Nathan P. Jones, review of SWJ Book Review – “Deported to Death: How Drug 
Violence Is Changing Migration on the US-Mexico Border,” by Jeremy Slack, 
Small Wars Journal, 2019, https://smallwarsjournal.com/jrnl/art/swj-book-
review-deported-death-how-drug-violence-changing-migration-us-mexico-border. 

• Jones, Nathan P. Review of Review of Blood Sacrifices: Violent Non-State Actors 
and Dark Magico-Religious Activities, by Robert J. Bunker. Parameters 47, no. 4 
(Winter -2018): 145–46. 

• Review of Valdez Cárdenas, Javier. The Taken: True Stories of the Sinaloa Drug 
War. Translated by Everard Meade. Latin American and Caribbean Arts and 
Culture Initiative. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 2017. In Bulletin of 
Latin American Research Review:  Journal of the Society of Latin American 
Studies 2018. 

• Georgetown Journal of International Affairs.  2017 Review of Tom Wainwright’s 
Narconomics:  How to Run a Drug Cartel published by PublicAffairs ™ 2016.   

 
Department of Homeland Security Center of Excellence:  
Border Trade and Immigration Report University of Houston 

http://csis.org/files/publication/101108_Weintraub_MexicanUSAntinarc_web.pdf
https://smallwarsjournal.com/jrnl/art/swj-el-centro-book-review-narcas-secret-rise-women-latin-americas-cartels
https://smallwarsjournal.com/jrnl/art/swj-el-centro-book-review-narcas-secret-rise-women-latin-americas-cartels
https://doi.org/10.1177/26338076221135329
https://smallwarsjournal.com/jrnl/art/swj-book-review-planning-fail-us-wars-vietnam-afghanistan-and-iraq
https://smallwarsjournal.com/jrnl/art/swj-book-review-planning-fail-us-wars-vietnam-afghanistan-and-iraq
https://smallwarsjournal.com/jrnl/art/swj-book-review-all-hell-breaking-loose-pentagons-perspective-climate-change
https://smallwarsjournal.com/jrnl/art/swj-book-review-all-hell-breaking-loose-pentagons-perspective-climate-change
https://smallwarsjournal.com/jrnl/art/swj-book-review-understanding-human-trafficking-corruption-and-optics-misconduct-public
https://smallwarsjournal.com/jrnl/art/swj-book-review-understanding-human-trafficking-corruption-and-optics-misconduct-public
https://smallwarsjournal.com/jrnl/art/swj-book-review-deported-death-how-drug-violence-changing-migration-us-mexico-border
https://smallwarsjournal.com/jrnl/art/swj-book-review-deported-death-how-drug-violence-changing-migration-us-mexico-border
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• Hale, Gary, Nathan P. Jones, Adam Hale, and Russell Lundberg. “Uncovering 
Human Smuggling Patterns from Guatemala to the United States.” Department of 
Homeland Security: Border, Trade, and Immigration Center of Excellence at the 
University of Houston. Houston: Voir Dire International LLC, 2018. 

 
Encyclopedia Entries 

• “Drug Trafficking” in Encyclopedia of Criminal Psychology (2019) edited by 
Robert D. Morgan Sage Publications. 

• “Trafficking” in Latinos in the American Political System: An Encyclopedia of 
Latinos as Voters, Candidates, and Office Holders (2019) edited by Jessica 
Lavariega-Monforti ABC-CLIO.   

• Entry on “Asylum” in Latinos in the American Political System: An Encyclopedia 
of Latinos as Voters, Candidates, and Office Holders (2019) edited by Jessica 
Lavariega-Monforti ABC-CLIO.   

 
Major Policy Publications 

• Contreras Velasco, Oscar, Nathan P. Jones, Daniel Weisz Argomedo, John P.  
Sullivan, and Chris Callaghan. “The Use of Similarity-Based Algorithms to 
Predict Links in Mexican Criminal Networks.” Research Paper. Houston: Rice 
University’s Baker Institute, August 30, 2023. https://doi.org/10.25613/BQ88-
X176. 

• Jones, Nathan P. “El Flujo Ilegal de Armas de Estados Unidos a México.” 
Foreign Affairs: Latino América 23, no. 2 (April 2023). https://revistafal.com/fal-
23-2/. 

• Nathan P. Jones, John P. Sullivan, and George W. Davis, “Detecting Drone 
(Unmanned or Uncrewed Aerial System) Threats at Stadiums (Stadia) and Public 
Venues: Framing the Issue,” Technical Report (Huntsville: Institute for Homeland 
Security, Sam Houston State University, August 2022), 
https://ihsonline.org/Portals/0/Tech%20Papers/Part%201-
%20Framing%20the%20issue%20Drone%20Threats%20and%20Public%20Stadi
a.pdf. 

• John P. Sullivan, Nathan P. Jones, and George W. Davis, “Detecting Drone 
(Unmanned or Uncrewed Aerial System) Threats at Stadium (Stadia) and Public 
Venues: Operational Perspectives,” Technical Report (Huntsville: Institute for 
Homeland Security, Sam Houston State University, August 2022), 
https://ihsonline.org/Portals/0/Tech%20Papers/Part%202-
%20Operational%20Perspectives.pdf. 

• George W. Davis, John P. Sullivan, and Nathan P. Jones, “Detecting Drone 
(Unmanned or Uncrewed) Threats at Stadiums (Stadia) and Public Venues: 
Technical Implementation and Integration,” Technical Report (Huntsville: 
Institute for Homeland Security, Sam Houston State University, August 2022). 

• Nathan P. Jones, Irina Chindea, Daniel Weisz Argomedo, and John P. Sullivan. 
“Mexico’s 2021 Dark Network Alliance Structure: An Exploratory Social 
Network Analysis of Lantia Consultores’ Illicit Network Alliance and Subgroup 

https://doi.org/10.25613/BQ88-X176
https://doi.org/10.25613/BQ88-X176
https://revistafal.com/fal-23-2/
https://revistafal.com/fal-23-2/
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Data.” Working Paper. Houston: Rice University’s Baker Institute, April 11, 
2022. https://doi.org/10.25613/KMGB-NC83. 

• Jones, Nathan P, and Gary J Hale. “Organized Crime and the Coronavirus in 
Mexico.” Issue Brief. Houston: Rice University’s Baker Institute: US and Mexico 
Center, July 8, 2020. 

• Drug Policy Collaboration 2013 Executive Summary.  March 14, 2014.   
http://bakerinstitute.org/research/drug-policy-collaboration-2013/ 

• Explaining the Slight Uptick in Violence in Tijuana.  September 2013.  
http://www.bakerinstitute.org/publications/DP-Pub-TijuanaViolence-091713.pdf  

• Jones, Nathan. “Understanding and Addressing Youth in ‘Gangs’ in Mexico.” 
Woodrow Wilson Center for International Scholars Mexico Institute, August 
2013. http://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/understanding-youth-gangs-
mexico. 

• “Goat-Horns, Blackbirds and Copkillers:  The Flow of Guns from the United 
States into Mexico.”  November 22, 2010.  Appendix of the Center For Strategic 
and International Studies (CSIS) policy proposal report on US-Mexico 
Counternarcotics Efforts organized by Sidney Weintraub and Duncan Wood.  
http://csis.org/files/publication/101108_Weintraub_MexicanUSAntinarc_web.pdf 

 
Op-ed Publications 

• Jones, Nathan P., Oscar Contreras Velasco, John P. Sullivan, Chris Callaghan, 
Daniel Weisz Argomedo, and Irina Chindea. “Unraveling Covert Networks: 
Analysis of Mexican Cartel Alliances.” Rice University’s Baker Institute (blog), 
October 18, 2023. 
https://www.academia.edu/108313078/Unraveling_Covert_Networks_Analysis_o
f_Mexican_Cartel_Alliances. 

• Jones, Nathan. “A Methodological Note: ChatGPT Is Not Ready for Criminal 
Network Analysis from Unstructured Data.” OODA Loop, May 8, 2023. 
https://www.oodaloop.com/archive/2023/05/08/a-methodological-note-chatgpt-is-
not-ready-for-criminal-network-analysis-from-unstructured-data/. 

https://doi.org/10.25613/KMGB-NC83
http://bakerinstitute.org/research/drug-policy-collaboration-2013/
http://www.bakerinstitute.org/publications/DP-Pub-TijuanaViolence-091713.pdf
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/understanding-youth-gangs-mexico
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/understanding-youth-gangs-mexico
http://csis.org/files/publication/101108_Weintraub_MexicanUSAntinarc_web.pdf
https://www.academia.edu/108313078/Unraveling_Covert_Networks_Analysis_of_Mexican_Cartel_Alliances
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http://insightcrime.org/insight-latest-news/item/548-insight-report-tracks-how-intra-cartel-wars-exploded-in-mexico
http://insightcrime.org/insight-latest-news/item/548-insight-report-tracks-how-intra-cartel-wars-exploded-in-mexico
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Media Appearances: 
• Quoted in: Miriam Jordan, “A Mass Shooting in California Targeted an Entire 

Family,” The New York Times, January 25, 2023, sec. U.S., 
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/01/25/us/mass-shooting-goshen-california.html. 

• Interviewed on “Mexican Government Better Prepared in 2nd Arrest of ‘El 
Chapo’s’ Son: Expert,” Global News (Calgary, January 6, 2023), 
https://globalnews.ca/news/9392971/mexican-government-better-prepared-in-
2nd-arrest-of-el-chapos-son-expert/. 

• Quoted in: Dennis Romero, “U.S., Mexico Tear down Barriers to Fight Drug 
Cartels,” NBC News, August 15, 2018, 
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/mexico/u-s-mexico-tear-down-barriers-fight-
drug-cartels-n901111. 

• Regular Guest with the Texas Standard public radio in Texas in 2017 and 2018.   
• KRIV TV - Nathan Jones Interviewed on low profile activity of drug cartels in 

Texas.  
http://mms.tveyes.com/Transcript.asp?StationID=979&DateTime=9/9/2013+9:02:
50+PM&Term=rice+%2Buniversity&PlayClip=TRUE  

• “KRIV-TV  Nate Jones, the Alfred C. Glassell III Postdoctoral Fellow in Drug 
Policy at Rice University's Baker Institute for Public Policy, discussed the arrest 
and capture of Miguel Angel Trevino Morales, the notorious leader of the 
Mexican Zetas drug cartel. 
http://bit.ly/1bWld3P 

• Interviewed on Texas Public Radio on Texas Prosecutor Killings.  
http://tpr.org/post/kaufman-county-killings-have-state-officials-increasing-
security  

• Interviewed on KHOU Television on black market cigarettes.  
http://www.khou.com/news/local/Higher-tax-rate-creates-black-market-for-cigarr-
188767941.html  

• Interviewed on local fox radio affiliate on the illegal drug sales on the internet.   
• Regularly interviewed on Houston’s 92FM on Mexican Politics.   
• Interviewed NBC 7 San Diego News on impact of new viral video on Mexican 

politics. Friday April 13, 2012.  
http://www.nbcsandiego.com/news/politics/Controversial-Mexican-Viral-Video-
Targets-Candidates-147279845.html  

• Interviewed on the impact of the arrest of “El Ruedas,” KPBS Evening Edition, 
November 9, 2011.    
http://www.youtube.com/watch?list=PL2BEE055A0FBFA666&feature=player_e
mbedded&v=5uLIds1_MXs 

• Interviewed KPBS Radio Frontera Desk on the Impact of the Arrest of “Hank” 
Rhon former Mayor of Tijuana on Firearms Charges. 
http://www.kpbs.org/news/2011/jun/07/former-tijuana-mayor-suspected-illegal-
firearms-po/ 

• Interviewed San Diego Union Tribune on the Extradition of “El Doctor.”   
http://www.utsandiego.com/news/2012/aug/31/final-arellano-felix-brother-
extradited-to-us/ 

https://www.nytimes.com/2023/01/25/us/mass-shooting-goshen-california.html
https://globalnews.ca/news/9392971/mexican-government-better-prepared-in-2nd-arrest-of-el-chapos-son-expert/
https://globalnews.ca/news/9392971/mexican-government-better-prepared-in-2nd-arrest-of-el-chapos-son-expert/
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/mexico/u-s-mexico-tear-down-barriers-fight-drug-cartels-n901111
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/mexico/u-s-mexico-tear-down-barriers-fight-drug-cartels-n901111
http://mms.tveyes.com/Transcript.asp?StationID=979&DateTime=9/9/2013+9:02:50+PM&Term=rice+%2Buniversity&PlayClip=TRUE
http://mms.tveyes.com/Transcript.asp?StationID=979&DateTime=9/9/2013+9:02:50+PM&Term=rice+%2Buniversity&PlayClip=TRUE
http://rice.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5b0eed4f789e2674d85a12b0a&id=39cef404a5&e=e6fc1e02eb
http://tpr.org/post/kaufman-county-killings-have-state-officials-increasing-security
http://tpr.org/post/kaufman-county-killings-have-state-officials-increasing-security
http://www.khou.com/news/local/Higher-tax-rate-creates-black-market-for-cigarr-188767941.html
http://www.khou.com/news/local/Higher-tax-rate-creates-black-market-for-cigarr-188767941.html
http://www.nbcsandiego.com/news/politics/Controversial-Mexican-Viral-Video-Targets-Candidates-147279845.html
http://www.nbcsandiego.com/news/politics/Controversial-Mexican-Viral-Video-Targets-Candidates-147279845.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?list=PL2BEE055A0FBFA666&feature=player_embedded&v=5uLIds1_MXs
http://www.youtube.com/watch?list=PL2BEE055A0FBFA666&feature=player_embedded&v=5uLIds1_MXs
http://www.kpbs.org/news/2011/jun/07/former-tijuana-mayor-suspected-illegal-firearms-po/
http://www.kpbs.org/news/2011/jun/07/former-tijuana-mayor-suspected-illegal-firearms-po/
http://www.utsandiego.com/news/2012/aug/31/final-arellano-felix-brother-extradited-to-us/
http://www.utsandiego.com/news/2012/aug/31/final-arellano-felix-brother-extradited-to-us/
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Professional Associations: 

• Nonresident Scholar Baker Institute for Public policy (2014-Present) 
• Senior Fellow Small Wars Journal–El Centro (2022-Present) 
• Fellow El Centro Small Wars Journal (2011-Present) 
• Editorial Board Member Journal of Strategic Security (2019-Present) 
• Book Review Editor Journal of Strategic Security (2020-Present) 
• Book Review Editor International Journal Police Science (2024-Present) 
• International Studies Association Member 2015 
• ACJS Member 2015-2017 
• International Association for the Study of Organized Crime 2012 
• Insight Crime contributor 2012 

 
Study Abroad/Language Skills 

• Lived in Cuernavaca Mexico for three months in the summer of 2007 and took six 
weeks of intensive immersion language courses at Universidad Internacional 
(UNINTER) (3 years of study equivalent).  Proficient in written and spoken 
Spanish.   

• Attended Colegio de La Frontera Norte in Tijuana a graduate University 
Specializing in the Northern border of Mexico 2010-2011 academic year.  
Fieldwork conducted in Spanish.   

 
Intern Experience 

• Research Intern (Fall 2007) 
• Institute for National Strategic Studies (INSS), National Defense University 

(NDU) Fort McNair 
• Duties included translations from Spanish to English of government documents and 

other materials.  Kept abreast of world and Latin American news relevant to 
American security policy.  Assisted in the organization of a conference on the 
security of the United States Southern approach, including Mexico, the Caribbean 
and Central America.  Provided succinct summaries and analyses of conferences, 
seminars and workshops.  

 
Conference Presentations and Panels: 

• Jones, Nathan P., Guadalupe Correa Cabrera, John P. Sullivan, and Daniel Weisz 
Argomedo. “Fentanyl and Third Gen Gangs Latin America.” Panel 
Presentation/moderator, Global Initiative Against Transnational Organized Crime: 
OC24 Conference, October 18, 2023. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fqMLsiRE3vI. 

• Sullivan, John P., and Nathan P. Jones. “Hybrid Threats:  Cartel and Gang Links 
to Illicit Global Networks.” Panel Presentation presented at the International 
Criminology Virtual Conference, Policy Studies Organization, Washington, DC, 
September 27, 2023. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fqMLsiRE3vI
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• The Garcia Luna Trial: Implications for U.S.-Mexico Relations. Panel 
Presentation.  University of San Diego: Justice in Mexico, 2023. 
https://vimeo.com/805262266. 

• John P. Sullivan and Nathan P. Jones, “Intelligence and Analytical Approaches 
for the Crime-Gang-Terrorism Nexus” (International Criminology Conference, 
Virtual: Policy Studies Organization, November 5, 2021), 
https://ipsonet.org/conferences/crim-conf/. 

• Judge Ed Emmet, Nathan P. Jones, Randall Gurney, and Tami Cowen. “The 
Texas Freeze & Critical Infrastructure.” Presented at the Institute of Strategic 
Risk Management, Virtual, March 19, 2021. https://www.isrmstudents.org/the-
texas-freeze-critical-infrastructure/. 

• Nathan P. Jones and Samuel Gonzalez Ruiz. “Forecasting the Next Twenty-Five 
Years of the US-Mexico Public Safety and Security Relationship.” Panel 
Presentation presented at the US-Mexico Cooperation: National Security, Public 
Safety, and Defense, Universidad Iberoamericana, November 18, 2020. 

• Webinar: Organized Crime and the Coronavirus in Mexico. Houston: Rice 
University’s Baker Institute, April 30, 2020. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xQrMQ0CSg04. 

• Nathan P. Jones. “‘Proteccion Del Testigos En Mexico’ on Panel 1- Nuevas 
Estrategias Político-Criminales Frente a Las Drogas y La Delincuencia 
Organizada En El Plano Internacional.” Webinar presented at the SEMINARIO 
INTERNACIONAL en línea COMO REDISEÑAR LA POLÍTICA CRIMINAL 
Y RECONSTRUIR EL SISTEM DE JUSTICIA PENAL EN MÉXICO, Mexico, 
June 9, 2020. https://cepolcrim.com/php_assets/2020/06/Programa-Seminario-
Int_CEPOLCRIM_Junio20-1.pdf. 

• Nathan P. Jones. “‘La Proteccion Del Jueces’ on Panel 4. Reconstrucción Del 
Sistema de Justicia Penal y Fortalecimiento Del Estado de Derecho.” Webinar 
presented at the SEMINARIO INTERNACIONAL en línea COMO REDISEÑAR 
LA POLÍTICA CRIMINAL Y RECONSTRUIR EL SISTEM DE JUSTICIA 
PENAL EN MÉXICO, Mexico, June 30, 2020. https://cepolcrim.com/seminario-
en-linea/. 

• Cancelled due to COVID-19.  Nathan P. Jones. Will They Be Tortured?  Results 
of a Qualitative Mexico Security Expert Survey on Typical Mexican Asylum 
Applicant Vignettes. ACJS, San Antonio March 2020.   

• Nathan P. Jones. Will They Be Tortured?  Results of a Qualitative Mexico 
Security Expert Survey on Typical Mexican Asylum Applicant Vignettes. Second 
Border Security Conference with University of Warsaw and Sam Houston State 
University at SHSU LEMIT Spring 2020.   

• O’Deane, Matthew, Jones Nathan P., and Lundberg Russell.  A Social Network 
Analysis of the San Diego Law Enforcement Taskforce Network. ACJS, 
Baltimore 2019.   

• First Annual Border Security Conference University of Warsaw Poland March 
16-17, 2018. Assessing Lupsha’s State-Organized Crime Relationship Phase 
Models in Mexico. 

https://vimeo.com/805262266
https://ipsonet.org/conferences/crim-conf/
https://www.isrmstudents.org/the-texas-freeze-critical-infrastructure/
https://www.isrmstudents.org/the-texas-freeze-critical-infrastructure/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xQrMQ0CSg04
https://cepolcrim.com/php_assets/2020/06/Programa-Seminario-Int_CEPOLCRIM_Junio20-1.pdf
https://cepolcrim.com/php_assets/2020/06/Programa-Seminario-Int_CEPOLCRIM_Junio20-1.pdf
https://cepolcrim.com/seminario-en-linea/
https://cepolcrim.com/seminario-en-linea/
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• Jones, Nathan P. ACJS 2018.  “Explaining the Spread of Predatory Tactics 
Among Mexican Drug Networks through the Lens of Bacterial Conjugation: The 
Case of the Cártel de Jalisco Nueva Generación.” 

• Jones, N. (2017, March 22). Maritime Drug Trafficking in California and Texas: 
Pangas, Trickery, and Intimidation.  Paper presented at the ACJS 2017, Kansas 
City, MO. 

• Jones, N.  (2017, March 23) Author Meets Critic Panel ACJS:  Mexico’s Illicit 
Drug Networks and the State Reaction, Georgetown University Press. Author:  
Nathan Jones, Moderator Mitch Roth and critic Nicole Niebuhr.  

• Panel Moderator 2016 Washington, DC.  National Law Enforcement Officers 
Memorial Fund.  Operation Shadow Game. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gwH6eeOwC4k.   

• Marreel, J., & Jones, N. (2016, April). A Social Network Analysis of the 
Structural Differences between Firearm and Drug Trafficking Networks.  Paper 
presented at the ACJS 2016, Denver, CO. 

• Reese, T., & Jones, N. (2016, April). ISIS and Al-Qaeda Cells In America a 
Social Network Analysis of Structure. Paper presented at the ACJS 2016, Denver, 
CO. 

• Jones, Nathan; Dittmann, Layne; Wu, Jun & Reese, Tyler, 2016. “Coding 
Operational Ties in Dark Networks from RICO Indictments: Methods for Further 
Social Network Analysis Research”.  Co-Investigator and poster presenter.  Poster 
presented at the 3rd Annual Sam Houston State University Graduate Research 
Symposium, April, 2016, Woodlands, TX. 

• Jones, Nathan; Dittmann, Layne; Wu, Jun; & Reese, Tyler, 2015.  “Coding 
Operational Ties in Dark Networks from RICO Indictments: Methods for Further 
Social Network Analysis Research”.  Co-Investigator and co-author. Poster 
presented at the annual meeting of the ACJS, November, Washington, DC. 

• International Studies Association February 2015 New Orleans. Successful 
intelligence Operations or Politicized Paranoia? The Thwarted “Bombing” of 
Falcon Lake Dam.   

• Panel Chair.  ACJS March 2015 Florida The Resilience and Destruction of 
Mexican Drug Networks:  Los Zetas, Sinaloa and Los Templarios.  

• ACJS 2015 Tampa Florida Author Meets Critic ACJS:  Critique of “Border 
Security” James R. Phelps, Jeffrey Dailey, and Monica Koenigsberg.   

• ISAC-ISSS Conference Austin Texas November 15, 2014. The Resilience and 
Destruction of Mexican Drug Networks:  Los Zetas, Sinaloa and Los Templarios.   

• Sam Houston Association of Computer Scientists (SHACS) Conference March 
2014 “The role of technology in the competition between illicit networks and the 
state.” 

• 2014 ISA Toronto Explaining the Rapid Geographic Expansion of a Territorial 
Illicit Network: Los Zetas and the Mexican State. 

• 2013 ISA Presentation Youth Gang Prevention Programs in Mexico.  Project 
Sponsored by Woodrow Wilson Center and the Trans-Border Institute of the 
University of San Diego.   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gwH6eeOwC4k
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• The Tijuana Counter-narcotic Strategy as Counterinsurgency.  Latin American 
Studies Association San Francisco May 24, 2012.   

• Illicit Network Business Models. Kidnapping and the Tijuana Cartel.  Center for 
Global Peace and Conflict Studies.  UC Irvine Campus. April 2011.   

• "Ejércitos de usuarios y el uso del secuestro por los carteles de las drogas: 
Consecuencias  no intencionales de las estrategias de los barones de las drogas." 
(An Army of Users and the Use of Kidnapping by Drug Cartels:  The Unintended 
Consequences of King-pin Strategies.) Nathan Jones.  Universidad Autónoma Baja 
California, Mexicali.  October 27-28, 2011 en la Segundo Foro Binacional:  El 
Impacto Social de la Inseguridad Publica en la Frontera México-Estados Unidos.   

• Armies of Users and the Unintended Consequences of Kingpin Strategies in the 
Fight against Drug Trafficking Organizations.  Pacific Coast Latin American 
Studies Association Conference.  October 29, 2011.   

• Three Levels of Illicit Network Analysis:  A Literature Review.  International 
Studies Association West 2011, Pasadena 2011. 

• “La reacción del Estado mexicano frente al crimen organizado: una teoría de la 
elasticidad” Colegio de la Frontera Norte de Tijuana.  June 16, 2011.  Presentation 
in Spanish.   

• "Ejércitos de usuarios y el uso del secuestro por los carteles de las drogas: 
Consecuencias  no intencionales de las estrategias de los barones de las drogas." 
(An Army of Users and the Use of Kidnapping by Drug Cartels:  The Unintended 
Consequences of King-pin Strategies.) Nathan Jones.  Colegio de la frontera Norte 
de Tijuana.  June 29, 2011.   

• The State and Illicit Network Structures. Institute for Global Conflict and 
Cooperation Southern California Symposium. UC Irvine campus. January 14, 
2011.   

• Panel Chair ISA West 2010 – Los Angeles.  Panel on Counterinsurgency.   
• The Four Phases of the Arellano-Felix Organization.  Presented in Guadalajara 

Mexico at Universidad de Guadalajara February 18-21, 2010.  National Defense 
Intelligence College (Defense Intelligence Agency). 

• The Four Phases of the Arellano-Felix Organization.  Presented in Washington, 
DC. May 25, 2010.  National Defense Intelligence College (Defense Intelligence 
Agency). 

• Territorial Cartels and the Reaction of the State:  The Arellano Felix Organization 
in Mexico.  Panel Discussant The War on Terror and Counterinsurgency Issues.  
International Studies Association-West -- Los Angeles.  September 25-26, 2010.   

• ISA National New York 2009 -- Using Counterinsurgency Strategy to Reassert the 
Westphalian State Against Criminal Networks:  The Case of the Gulf Cartel in 
Mexico 

• Spring 2009 -- UC Irvine Research in International Global Studies (RIGS) 
Discussant for Presentation of Book Chapter “Leveraging Host Governments in 
War:  Lessons from Vietnam and Iraq” by James H. Lebovic   

• ISA West San Francisco 2008-- Using Counterinsurgency Strategy to Reassert the 
Westphalian State Against Criminal Networks:  The Case of the Gulf Cartel in 
Mexico 
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• International Studies Association February/March 2007 The Decision to Invade 
and the Iraqi Insurgency as a Market Entry/Exit Game 

• International Studies Association March 2006 Just War, Pacifism and the Holy 
See a panel presentation.   

 
Professional Service 

• Book review Editor Journal of Strategic Security (2020-Present) 
• Editorial Board Member Journal of Strategic Security 2019 to Present 
• Peer Reviewer Journal of Strategic Security (2020-Present) 
• Book Review Editor and Editorial Board Member International Journal of Police 

Science (2024-Present) 
 
 
Service: 

• Security Studies Hiring Committees (2014-Present) 
• Security Studies Tenure Review Committee (2021-Present) 
• Security Studies Masters Self Study Committee (2020) 
• Security Studies Admissions Committee (2014-Present) 
• Chair Panel ACJS March 2020 (Cancelled COVID 19) 
• Advisor to National Organization for Hispanics in Criminal Justice (NOHCJ) 

(2024-Present) 
• Advisor to SHSU LAE Law enforcement professional association 2015-2018. 
• American Democracy Project Committee Member (University Level) (2016-

2018). 
• SHSU College of Criminal Justice Grievance Committee Member (2018-Present) 
• Distance Learning Committee 2014-Present (University Level).   
• Authored Self Study Department of Security Studies in-person and online Master 

Programs 2014 
• Produced and Edited the Baker Institute Viewpoints Op-ed and Video Series 2012-

2014 
• Spearheaded the Inter-Institutional Collaboration between the South Texas College 

of Law and the Drug Policy Program of Rice University’s Baker Institute for Public 
Policy.  STCL students now write model marijuana legislation and analysis for the 
state of Texas as course papers.   

• Interim-Administrator Global Connect Winter 2010 – Duties include:  Addressing 
personnel issues, making presentations, running weekly meetings, interfacing with 
local high school teachers and administrators on Global connect curriculum, etc.   

• Headed the International Relations Group 2006-2007.  The IR group is comprised 
of graduate students with an IR focus.  This group helps to build graduate student-
faculty relations and allows IR grad students to network and practice conference 
presentations.  We also put on our own conference annually.   

• Assisted the undergraduate UC Irvine Model United Nations team put on their 
annual high school conference.  (2005-6) 
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• Global Connect 2008-9 Graduate Student Presenter – What is Terrorism? ; What is 
Counterinsurgency?  And Failed States.  Global Connect is a high school outreach 
program run by UCI undergraduates, which develops curriculums to improve upon 
local schools’ ability to educate global citizens.  Graduate students provide 
specialized presentations.   

References 
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for Public Policy 
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• Professor Louis Desipio 
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