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Thirty years ago, the Baker Institute was established as a nonprofit, 

nonpartisan institute based at Rice University in Houston, Texas. The 

Institute disseminates independent research on domestic and foreign policy 

issues with a focus on providing decision-makers in the public and private 

sectors with relevant, timely policy assessments and recommendations.

By bringing together statesmen, scholars and students, 
the Baker Institute strengthens the value and impact of its 
policy assessments and recommendations and provides 
a forum for debate and discussion. 

As an integral part of Rice University, one of the nation’s most distinguished 

institutions of higher education, the Institute educates students on public 

policy issues and related subjects by offering courses at Rice University and 

sponsoring internship and mentorship programs at home and abroad.



The Honorable James A. Baker, III
Honorary Chair of the Baker Institute for Public Policy

The Honorable David M. Satterfield
Director of the Baker Institute for Public Policy

The Honorable Hushang Ansary and Mrs. Shahla Ansary
Honorary Chairs

Franci Neely
Ann and Karl Stern
Sheridan and John Eddie Williams, Jr.
30th Anniversary Gala Co-Chairs

Request the pleasure of your company 
on the occasion of

The Baker Institute for Public Policy 
30th Anniversary Gala Celebration

Six  o’clock in the evening

Thursday, the twenty-sixth of October

Two thousand twenty-three

James A. Baker III Hall

Rice University, Houston, Texas

Black Tie   |   Valet Parking



The evening will feature a conversation with:

Moderated by

Norah O’Donnell
Managing Editor and Anchor of
“CBS Evening News with Norah O’Donnell”

The Honorable James A. Baker, III
61st Secretary of State

The Honorable Henry A. Kissinger
56th Secretary of State

The Honorable Hillary Rodham Clinton
67th Secretary of State



The Honorable Henry A. Kissinger
56th Secretary of State

Henry Alfred Kissinger was sworn in 

on September 22, 1973, as the 56th 

Secretary of State, a position he 

held until January 20, 1977. He also 

served as Assistant to the President 

for National Security Affairs from 

January 20, 1969, until November 3, 

1975. In July 1983 he was appointed 

by President Ronald Reagan to 

chair the National Bipartisan 

Commission on Central America 

until it ceased operation in January 

1985, and from 1984-1990 he served 

as a member of the President’s 

Foreign Intelligence Advisory 

Board. From 1986-1988, he served 

as a member of the Commission on 

Integrated Long-Term Strategy for 

the National Security Council and 

Defense Department. He served 

as a member of the Defense Policy 

Board from 2001-2020 and again 

joined the Board in November 2021.

At present, Dr. Kissinger is 

Chairman of Kissinger Associates, 

Inc. He is also a member of the 

International Council of J.P. Morgan 

Chase & Co.; a Counselor to and 

Trustee of the Center for Strategic 

and International Studies; an 

Honorary Governor of the Foreign

Policy Association; and an Honour 

Member of the International 

Olympic Committee. 

Among the awards Dr. Kissinger 

has received are a Bronze Star 

from the U.S. Army in 1945; the 

Nobel Peace Prize in 1973; the 

Presidential Medal of Freedom 

(the nation’s highest civilian award) 

in 1977; the Medal of Liberty 

(given one time to 10 foreign-

born American leaders) in 1986; 

and the Department of Defense 

Distinguished Public Service 

Award (the Department’s highest 

honorary award for private citizens 

and foreign nationals) in 2016.

Dr. Kissinger was born in Fuerth, 

Germany, came to the United States 

in 1938 and was naturalized as a 

United States citizen in 1943. He 

served in the Army from February 

1943 to July 1946. He graduated 

summa cum laude from Harvard 

College in 1950 and received M.A. 

and Ph.D. degrees from Harvard 

University in 1952 and 1954.

Dr. Kissinger is married to the 

former Nancy Maginnes and is 

the father of two children by a 

previous marriage.



The Honorable James A. Baker, III
61st Secretary of State

The career that James A. Baker, III, 

has had in public service and politics 

stands unparalleled. He is the only 

person to serve as Secretary of 

State, Secretary of the Treasury, and 

White House Chief of Staff, twice 

— for Presidents Ronald Reagan 

and George H.W. Bush. Starting 

in 1976, he led an unprecedented 

five presidential campaigns for 

Presidents Reagan, Bush and 

Gerald Ford.

Baker is considered one of 

America’s most effective Chiefs of 

Staff for his work under President 

Reagan. During that time, the 

President reduced taxes, loosened 

regulations and helped re-ignite 

America’s economic engine.  

As Secretary of the Treasury under 

Reagan, Baker played a key role  

in the Tax Reform Act, which 

simplified the nation’s tax code, 

and the Plaza Accord, which 

stabilized global currencies.

During his tenure as Secretary 

of State, the Cold War ended 

peacefully, the Soviet Union 

dissolved and democracy spread 

across the globe. Baker laid the 

diplomatic groundwork for the 

unification of Germany, forged 

the unprecedented international 

coalition that forced Saddam 

Hussein’s troops from Kuwait  

and designed the 1991 Madrid 

Peace Conference.

Baker’s public service continued 

after leaving government. He 

founded Rice University’s Baker 

Institute for Public Policy and 

served as Personal Envoy of the 

United Nations to seek a political 

solution to the conflict over 

Western Sahara, and was Special 

Presidential Envoy to restructure 

Iraq’s sovereign debt.

He is a senior partner of the law firm 

Baker Botts. He and his wife, Susan 

Garrett Baker, have eight children 

and 19 grandchildren.



The Honorable Hillary Rodham Clinton
67th Secretary of State

Hillary Rodham Clinton has spent 

five decades in public service as an 

advocate, attorney, First Lady, U.S. 

Senator, U.S. Secretary of State and 

presidential candidate.  

Clinton was born in Chicago on 

October 26, 1947. After graduating 

from Wellesley College and 

Yale Law School, she joined the 

Children’s Defense Fund. In 1974, 

she married Bill Clinton and became 

a successful attorney while also 

raising their daughter, Chelsea. 

During her 12 years as First Lady 

of Arkansas, she was Chair of the 

Arkansas Education Standards 

Committee, co-founded  

the Arkansas Advocates for 

Children and Families and served 

on the boards of the Arkansas 

Children’s Hospital and Children’s 

Defense Fund.

As First Lady of the United 

States from 1993 to 2001, Clinton 

championed health care for all 

Americans and led successful 

bipartisan efforts to improve  

the adoption and foster care 

systems, reduce teen pregnancy 

and create the Children’s Health 

Insurance Program. 

In 2000, Clinton made history as the 

first First Lady elected to the United 

States Senate and the first woman 

elected to statewide office in New 

York. In 2008, she was nominated 

by President-elect Barack Obama to 

be Secretary of State.

In 2016, Clinton made history again 

by becoming the first woman 

nominated for president by a major 

U.S. political party. In 2020, Clinton 

was appointed as the 11th and 

first woman Chancellor of Queen’s 

University Belfast. In 2023, Clinton 

joined Columbia University as a 

Professor of Practice at the School 

of International and Public Affairs 

and Presidential Fellow at Columbia 

World Projects. Clinton serves as 

an Ex Officio member of the Baker 

Institute Board of Advisors.

She and President Clinton reside 

in New York, have one daughter, 

Chelsea, and are the proud 

grandparents of Charlotte, Aidan 

and Jasper.



Norah O’Donnell
Managing Editor and Anchor of
“CBS Evening News with Norah O’Donnell”

Norah O’Donnell is the anchor 

and managing editor of the CBS 

Evening News, the oldest and most 

revered evening news broadcast in 

America. She also anchors all CBS 

News Election Specials and is a 

contributor for “60 Minutes.”

O’Donnell is a multiple Emmy 

Award-winning journalist with more 

than two decades of experience 

covering the biggest stories in the 

world and conducting impactful, 

news-making interviews. She has 

covered six presidential elections 

and interviewed every living 

president of the United States. 

O’Donnell is the only woman to 

anchor an evening news broadcast. 

Before taking over that role, she 

anchored CBS News’ morning 

television program in New York 

for more than seven years. During 

her distinguished career, she has 

covered the White House, Congress 

and the Pentagon. 

Born into a military family, 

O’Donnell grew up in San Antonio, 

Texas; Landstuhl, Germany; Seoul, 

South Korea and Washington, D.C. 

She is a graduate of Georgetown 

University’s College of Arts and 

Sciences and received a Bachelor 

of Arts in philosophy as well as a 

Master of Arts in liberal studies. 

She is married to Geoff Tracy, 

otherwise known as Chef Geoff.



Levels of Support 
(As of Sep. 22, 2023)

Secretary

The Honorable Hushang Ansary 
and Mrs. Shahla Ansary

Linnet Deily

Franci Neely

Beth Robertson and  
Lillie Robertson

Marc and Jeri Shapiro

L.E. and Virginia Simmons

John Eddie and  
Sheridan Williams

Ambassador

Nancy C. Allen, Wilson G. Allen, 
and Edward R. Allen III

Amazon Web Services, Inc./ 
Donald N. Bowers II and  
Shawn J. Rose

Baker Botts

Chevron

Gunhild “Gunnie” Corbett

James and Molly Crownover

José and Teresa Ivo

Bashar and Brigitte Kalai

The Honorable  
Thomas F. McLarty III and  
Mrs. Donna McLarty

Mary Hale L. McLean

Ann and Karl Stern

Diplomat

Anonymous 

Gregory and Melinda Armstrong

Barbara J. Burger

bp America

Ann and Clarence Cazalot

Haydeh and Ali Davoudi

Anne S. Duncan

D. Mark Durcan/ Guillermo and 
Tammy Treviño

Wayne and Beth Gibbens/ 
Elyse Lanier/ Rodney and Judy 
Margolis/ David and Carol 
Neuberger/ Dee Osborne/ 
George and Lois Stark

H-E-B

Hildebrand Fund

Jeffrey and Wendy Hines

Paul and Janet Hobby/ Park and 
Mary Eliza Shaper

Robert Kaplan in honor of 
Secretary James A. Baker, III

Kimberly-Clark de Mexico  
SAB de CV

Law Offices of Diane St. Yves

Arshad and Shazma Matin

Wade A. Rakes and  
Nicholas Miller

Harry and Macey Reasoner

Shell USA

Bobby and Phoebe Tudor



Attaché

Linda C. Anderson/ Robert L. 
and Kathleen Clarke/ Sandra S. 
Godfrey/ Albert and Elizabeth 
Kidd/ Lynn A. Lednicky/ Dexter 
and Sara Peacock

Anonymous

Vera and Andrew Baker/ 
Robert Blocker/ Nancy F. 
Japhet/ Burdine C. Johnson 
and Christophe E. Venghiattis/ 
Josephine and Richard Smith/ 
Sara E. White

The Honorable James A.  
Baker, III, and Mrs. Susan Baker

Alnoor and Laila Bandali/ 
Jake and Brisa Field/ Subhi 
and Catherine Khudairi/ Moez 
and Sultana Mangalji/ Pivot 
Investment Partners

Louis K. Brandt/ Lewis E. 
Brazelton III/ Kay Bruce

Deborah Brochstein and  
Steven Hecht

John T. and Betty Cabaniss/ 
Harriet and R. Truett Latimer/ 
David and Mary Klein

James A. Chandler/ Virginia 
Watt and John E. Chandler/ 
Klinka G. Lollar/ Edgar and 
Graeme Marston III

Anne and Albert Chao/ Marc 
E. Grossberg/ Lily and Hamid 
Kooros/ Diana Strassmann and 
Jeffery Smisek/ Cyvia L. Wolff/ 
Huda and William Zoghbi

Cathryn A. Chapman/ Susan M 
Cooley/ Cindy and David Fitch/ 
Fred R. and Claudia Lummis II/ 
Gray and Phoebe Muzzy/ Leslie 
and Shannon Sasser

Melinda Clark and Clark 
Trantham/ Karen Ostrum and 
Larry George/ Arthur and 
Shelley Gottschalk/ Brian R. 
James/ Douglas and  
Cathryn Selman

Enterprise Products

David and Claudia Hatcher

King & Spalding

Stan and Reinnette Marek, Jr.

MD Anderson Cancer Center

Mitsubishi Corporation 
(Americas)/ Tokyo Gas America

Barbara F. Peterman

H. Russell Pitman

Rice University  
President’s Office

Rice University Provost’s Office

Stephen and Martha Smith

St. Luke’s Health

Texas Children’s Hospital

Stephen and Leticia Trauber

Vopak North America Inc.

W.S. Bellows Construction Corp.



Friends

Peggy and Bill Barnett

C. H. and Sis Johnson in honor  
of Franci Neely

Elena and Kenneth Marks

Steven and Sheila Miller

Michael Schmid

Y. Ping Sun and David Leebron

Charles and Jane Szalkowski

The Weingarten Schnitzer 
Foundation

The Honorable William H. White 
and Mrs. Andrea White



$100,000 — Secretary 
  SOLD OUT  

• A preeminently placed table 

for 12 guests.

• Invitation for two to attend a 

private reception in Secretary 

Baker’s suite in Baker Hall with 

the Honorable James A. Baker, 

III, the Secretaries of State and 

other special guests.

• Invitation for 12 to the 

VIP reception and photo 

opportunity in Baker Hall.

• Listing in 30th Anniversary 

Gala Commemorative event 

materials, recognition on 

Baker Institute donor wall and 

in Annual Report.

• Underwriting/sponsorship of 

gala attendance for four Rice 

University students.*

• Invitation for four to a 

separate reception with 

Secretary James A. Baker, III, 

at a later date at the home  

of Sheridan and  

John Eddie Williams. 

• Fair Market Value: $3,250. 

$50,000 — Ambassador
  SOLD OUT  

• A prominently located table 

for 10 guests.

• Invitation for 10 to attend the 

VIP reception and photo  

opportunity in Baker Hall.

• Listing in 30th Anniversary 

Gala Commemorative event  

materials and in Annual 

Report.

• Underwriting/sponsorship of 

gala attendance for two Rice 

University students.*

• Invitation for two to a separate 

reception with Secretary  

James A. Baker, III, at a later 

date at the home of Sheridan  

and John Eddie Williams.

• Fair Market Value: $2,500.

Levels of Support and Benefits

Individual Tickets — $1,500 
To purchase tickets visit bakerinstitute.org/gala



$25,000 — Diplomat
  SOLD OUT  

• Table for 10 guests.

• Invitation for 10 to attend 

the VIP reception and photo 

opportunity in Baker Hall.

• Listing in 30th Anniversary 

Gala Commemorative event 

materials  and in Annual 

Report.

• Underwriting/sponsorship of 

gala attendance for one Rice 

University student.*

• Fair Market Value: $2,500.

$15,000 — Attaché
• Table for 10 guests.

• Listing in Gala materials and 

recognition in Baker Institute  

Annual Report.

• Underwriting/sponsorship of 

gala attendance for one  

Rice University student.*

• Fair Market Value: $2,500.

*Students will be seated at a donor 

table only at donor’s request. 

Gifts to Rice University’s Baker Institute are tax-deductible. Rice University is a 501(c)(3) 

organization (Tax ID: 74-1109620). The fair market value for gala tickets is $250  

per person. 

In compliance with Internal Revenue Code Notice 2017-73 and IRS guidance, Rice does 

not accept, in whole or in part, payments for events, memberships, auction items, tickets, 

etc., from Donor Advised Funds, foundations or Qualified Charitable Distributions from an 

IRA account. Donors of IRA Qualified Charitable Distributions and Donor Advised Fund 

grants are prohibited from claiming a charitable tax deduction for their distributions and 

grants. Bifurcated payments are also strictly prohibited.





bakerinstitute.org


