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Section 1: Mapping the Territory 
 
As the United States has grown more ethnically and religiously diverse in recent decades, 
calls for the nation to return to its allegedly Christian essence have become increasingly 
common, and increasingly vociferous, among conservatives. “In homes and schools across 
the land, it’s time for Christians to take a stand. This is not a nation established on the 
principles of Buddha or Hinduism. Our faith is not Islam. What we follow is not the Koran 
but the Bible. This is a Christian nation,” declared Alabama Chief Justice (and later 
unsuccessful Senate candidate) Roy Moore in 2002.1 Amateur historian and GOP activist 
David Barton, who has called the separation of church and state a “myth,” further declares 
that “Our [Founding] Fathers intended that this nation should be a Christian nation, not 
because all who lived in it were Christians, but because it was founded on and would be 
governed and guided by Christian principles.”2 
 
These assertions exemplify a religio-political ideology known as Christian nationalism or 
Christian Americanism, the term I adopt here, since it captures the ideology’s core objective, 
an explicitly Christian America. As religious studies scholar Mark Chancey writes, 
proponents of Christian Americanism believe that “America was founded to be a Christian 
nation governed by Bible-based laws, that the country has tragically departed from its 
roots, and that it should reclaim its Christian heritage.”3 Reclaiming that heritage typically 
involves giving preferential treatment in law and public policy to the “Judeo-Christian 
tradition” or “Judeo-Christian values,” code words for conservative Christian teachings and 
values.4 As philosopher Mark Weldon Whitten writes, “The notion that our nation was 
founded primarily and directly upon the Christian religion as a specifically Christian 
nation is used by members of the Religious Right . . . to justify maintenance or pursuit of a 
socially and governmentally preferred and privileged position within society of (some 
fundamentalist/evangelical) Christianity over other religions and nonreligious citizens.”5 
Sociologists Andrew L. Whitehead and Samuel L. Perry make a similar point:  

Christian nationalism idealizes a mythic society in which real Americans—white, 
native-born, mostly Protestants—maintain control over access to society’s social, 
cultural, and political institutions, and “others” remain in their proper place. It 
therefore seeks strong boundaries to separate “us” from “them,” preserving privilege 
for its rightful recipients while equating racial and religious outsiders with 
criminality, violence, and inferiority.6 

 
In other words, the Christian Americanist ideology consists of two related parts, one 
historical and one normative. The first involves the historical claim that the founders 
intended to create a nation that would be guided by Christian beliefs; the second is 
constituted by the normative claim that law and public policy today should once again be 
governed by Christian teaching. Both claims are typically associated with the assertion that 
church-state separation is, as Barton labels it, a “myth.” 
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Long a powerful force in national politics, Christian Americanism has also had an active 
and visible presence in Texas politics in recent decades. The ideology forms part of the 
official platform of the Texas Republican Party, which has controlled all three branches 
of state government since 2003.7 Prominent GOP lawmakers such as former Governor 
Rick Perry and current Lieutenant Governor Dan Patrick have voiced Christian 
Americanist sentiments.8 However, the ideology’s precise role and influence in Texas 
remains understudied.  
 
This report seeks to lay the groundwork for more comprehensive study by identifying the 
major religious and political proponents of Christian Americanism in Texas since 2008 and 
how they promote the ideology. The goal is to map the territory of Christian Americanism 
in Texas, and thus serve as a guide for further exploration of this important topic. 
 
America’s Religious Founding: History versus Myth 

Although Christian Americanists like Barton label church-state separation as a “myth,” 
what is mythical is the Christian Americanist narrative itself, according to several noted 
historians. In Inventing a Christian America, historian Steven K. Green demonstrates that 
both the Constitution and America’s new government were widely seen—and indeed, 
criticized by leading clergy—as irreligious in the late eighteenth century: “few in the first 
generation would have viewed America as a ‘Christian nation,’ insofar as that term implied 
that the government was specially ordained by God or founded on Christian principles.”9 It 
was not until the early 1800s, Green argues, that the myth of America’s religious founding 
was constructed, with the aim of creating a national identity conforming to the creators’ 
political aspirations as well as religious sentiments shaped by the Second Great Awakening, 
a wave of evangelical fervor that swept over U.S. Protestant denominations in the early 
nineteenth century.10 In this myth-making process, the religiously neutral Constitution was 
“sanctified,” and “the Founders emerged . . . as scribes, divinely inspired to draft a frame of 
government as directed by God’s providential hand.”11  
 
Historian Kevin Kruse alternatively locates the rise of the Christian America myth in the 
period from the 1930s through the 1950s. Kruse shows how an alliance of corporate 
executives, conservative clergy, and Republican politicians developed the myth of a 
Christian nation initially as a vehicle for attacking the New Deal and later as a response to 
fears of “godless communism.” In the process, they managed to “convinc[e] a wide range 
of Americans that America had been, and should always be, a Christian nation.”12 Green’s 
and Kruse’s accounts are not mutually exclusive; the narrative of America’s religious 
founding may well have originated in the early 1800s and then undergone a resurgence 
in the mid-twentieth century. Regardless, the work of both historians demonstrates that 
the Christian Americanist narrative is at least historically questionable and possibly more 
fictive than factual. 
 
Although a comprehensive examination of Christian Americanist historiography lies 
outside the scope of this report, it may be helpful to take a brief look at how Christian 
Americanists use history—or, some academic historians would say, misuse it—to support 
their vision of the nation’s allegedly Christian nature.13  
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The production of Christian Americanist histories (to use the term generously) has become 
something of a “cottage industry” in recent decades.14 In a comprehensive study, religion 
scholar Stephen M. Stookey discusses some of the major advocates and producers of 
Christian Americanist histories, including Rus Walton, Peter Marshall Jr., John Eidsmoe, 
and Tim LaHaye.15 As Stookey notes, however, David Barton is “arguably the foremost 
proponent” of such history.16 In general, Barton’s approach to the religious founding 
narrative illustrates Christian Americanist historiography. 
 
Barton asserts that “there is no dispute that we were founded as a nation [that] was using 
the Bible as a guidebook for much and most of what we did.”17 Claims to the contrary, he 
contends, are rooted in “the nation’s widespread lack of knowledge about America’s history 
and foundation.”18 This allegedly indisputable historical record has been ignored or 
suppressed by historical “revisionists” and activist court judges.  
 
Barton’s overall historical argument is evident in his books, The Myth of Separation and 
Original Intent.19 Marshaling an arsenal of quotes, writings, and court opinions, he argues 
that the founders intended the U.S. to be a Christian nation and that their intent was largely 
followed by the courts for most of the country’s history. However, he suggests that the 
courts have departed from the founders’ intent since 1947. There are three main parts to his 
argument: the founders were orthodox and devoted Christians; the Constitution is an 
implicitly Christian document; and the founders did not intend the First Amendment to 
separate church and state or promote religious pluralism. 
 
First, Barton contends that it is “unreasonable to imagine” that the founders sought to 
separate church and state or to establish anything other than a Christian nation, because they 
were not only “highly religious” men but also “good Christian politicians.”20 As evidence, he 
offers a string of isolated quotes from various founders; their cumulative effect, he contends, 
is to “refute any notion that the Founding Fathers were atheists, agnostics, or deists, or that 
they wanted to divorce religious principles from public affairs.”21 
 
The second step in Barton’s argument is to prove that the Constitution, which is devoid of 
references to a deity and was criticized during and after ratification as irreligious, is in fact a 
thoroughly Christian document. Here Barton uses a method that Stookey finds common 
among Christian America apologists, which is tying the Constitution to earlier documents 
that do contain religious language or seem to endorse religion. According to Barton, the 
Constitution cannot be understood apart from the Declaration of Independence, which 
mentions a “Creator” and “Nature’s God.”22 Similarly, he contends that the 1787 Northwest 
Ordinance, which states that religion is “necessary to good government,” constitutes “strong 
proof” that the Founders had no intention of separating “Christianity from public affairs.”23 
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The third step in Barton’s argument is to show that the First Amendment’s establishment 
clause—“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion”—was not 
meant to separate church and state. He appeals to the fact that most states at the time had 
religious tests for public office:  

The Constitutional delegates had voluntarily subscribed themselves to the 
requirements of their own state’s constitution regarding public service. These men 
had with their own lips confessed their belief in God, His Son, Jesus, the Holy Spirit, 
the Divine inspiration of the Old and New Testaments, and that there existed future 
rewards and punishments. They would have had to deny their own personal 
affirmations to allow the First Amendment to reverse the practice common 
throughout the states.24  

 
When these “good Christian politicians” used the term “religion” in the First Amendment, 
Barton contends, they meant “Christian denomination”; accordingly, “we would best 
understand the actual context of the First Amendment by saying, ‘Congress shall make no 
law establishing one Christian denomination as the national denomination.’”25 Moreover, 
the founders “never intended the First Amendment to become a vehicle to promote a 
pluralism of other religions,” or to protect atheists and secular humanists.26  
 
Numerous scholars have criticized Barton’s historiography and that of other Christian 
Americanists.27 An especially thorough analysis and critique is Stookey’s two-part study, “In 
God We Trust? Evangelical Historiography and the Quest for a Christian America.” Stookey 
writes that the historiographical methodology of Christian Americanists like Barton 

begins with the presupposition that America was, is, and should continue to be a 
Christian nation. This historiographic eisegesis28 results in a system that avoids 
engaging in critical scholarship, emphasizes material favorable to their 
presuppositions, ignores difficult or contrary material, superimposes preconceived 
interpretations upon documents, perpetuates mythical and questionable events, and 
presumes an inerrant understanding of America’s history and the original intent of 
the Constitution.29  

 
Stookey addresses all three of the steps in Barton’s argument (though with reference to 
Christian Americanist histories generally as well). The founders, Stookey writes, were not 
the “good Christian politicians” Barton would have us believe, but “a varied collection of 
orthodox Christians, nominal church attenders, Christian moralists, Deists, and 
nonbelievers.”30 Christian Americanists’ “presuppositional methodology . . . creates a 
skewed view of the Founders’ religious convictions,” such as interpreting “generic 
references to religion…as specific references to Christianity,”31 and the use of “fallacious 
quotations, quotations void of context, questionable pious events, and questionable 
sources.”32 An example is Barton’s use of a John Adams quote, “Without religion this world 
would be something not fit to be mentioned in polite company, I mean hell.” While 
“Barton allows the reader to view Adams’ use of the generic term ‘religion’ as orthodox, 
evangelical Christianity,” Stookey writes, the full context of the quote suggests something 
quite different: Adams objects to the orthodox doctrine of original sin and advances a very 
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counter-evangelical view of religion “centered in conscience and morality rather than the 
person and work of Jesus Christ.”33  
 
Stookey is equally critical of Christian Americanist treatment of the founding documents. 
“Each document is approached with a presumed interpretation, and the legislative history 
behind the document is either ignored or manipulated” to support the “preferred 
interpretation.”34 This includes interpreting “religious language in these documents as 
specifically related to Christianity and in no way related to the taint of Deism,” when in fact 
“both secular and religious elements were present and able to forge a consensus in the 
drafting process—utilizing language to appease devout Christians, marginal Christians, 
non-Christians, and Enlightenment thinkers.”35 Christian Americanist accounts of the 
Northwest Ordinance not only overlook the fact that the ordinance specifically protected 
religious liberty in the territory, but they also ignore the legislative history, which included 
“heated debates” over government support for religion.36 Similarly, Christian Americanist 
portrayals of the Constitution as inherently religious gloss over “the level of aggressive 
opposition . . . among Christians due to its lack of religious language or affirmations of 
God” during and after ratification.37 
 
As for the First Amendment, Stookey addresses Barton’s arguments specifically. First, 
Barton’s claim that the First Amendment’s establishment clause was intended only to 
prevent an official Christian denomination is “not consonant with the record” of the 
amendment’s legislative history; Stookey points out that several earlier drafts of the 
amendment that made Barton’s denominational reading explicit were rejected.38 
Additionally, James Madison held that the First Amendment should apply to all religions, 
not just Christianity.39 Second, as Stookey notes, Barton and other Christian American 
advocates fail to acknowledge “the gradual cleansing of religious restrictions in state 
constitutions during and just after the drafting of the First Amendment. If the state 
constitutions are seen as normative for interpreting the original intent, then does the 
intent change as states eliminated religious restrictions for public office and preferential 
status for Christianity?”40 
 
Overall, Stookey writes, Christian Americanism’s “historiographic eisegesis is its Achilles 
heel. This methodology has fostered inadequate historical research, reliance upon 
questionable sources, skewed logic, and faulty conclusions.”41 Like Green and Kruse, Stookey 
concludes that the Christian Americanist account of the nation’s religious founding is itself a 
“myth,” one that “does not stand the test of objective, critical historiography.”42 
 
A Potent Political Force 

Whatever the origins and historiographical problems of the religious founding narrative, 
Christian Americanism has been a major force in national politics for nearly half a century. 
During the 1970s and 1980s, it was one of the major tributaries feeding the rise of the 
religious right, and its core tenets later came to dominate the Republican Party. According 
to religion scholar Richard T. Hughes, religious right leaders like Jerry Falwell, James 
Dobson, and Pat Robertson “summoned America to return to its alleged Christian roots in 
the hope that the United States might become a Christian nation once again.”43 They 
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sought to realize this goal by electing candidates at all levels of government who “would 
pass laws in sync with a Christian vision for America,” including legislation supporting 
school prayer, promoting creationism in public classrooms, banning abortion, and 
generally opposing diversity and pluralism.44 
 
Kruse traces the roots of Christian Americanist domination of the Republican Party to 
Ronald Reagan’s calculated outreach to Christian conservatives in 1980. He points to 
Reagan’s frequent references during the 1980 and 1984 campaigns to the U.S. as a “nation 
under God,” rhetoric that was later adopted by George H.W. Bush and Bob Dole in their 
subsequent presidential runs.45 Yet with due respect to Kruse, this rhetoric was vague and 
not explicitly Christian, and it could be read as appealing to American civil religion rather 
than Christian Americanism per se. Nevertheless, there is no doubt that Reagan’s criticism 
of the Supreme Court rulings banning school prayer and Bible readings, and his repeated 
calls for Congress to pass a constitutional amendment allowing school prayer, appealed to 
religious right activists seeking to return America to its supposedly Christian roots.46 
 
Furthermore, Kruse notes, “the Republican Party became increasingly Christianized” in the 
late 1980s and early 1990s. Pat Robertson’s “Christian Coalition” strongly influenced the 
1992 Republican National Convention, pushing through additions to the party platform 
that referenced “‘our country’s Judeo-Christian heritage’ and [called] for the recitation of 
the Pledge of Allegiance in public schools ‘as a reminder of the principles that sustain us as 
one Nation under God.’”47 Additionally, David Barton founded the Texas-based advocacy 
organization WallBuilders in 1989 to promote the narrative of America’s Christian 
founding and to contest the “myth” of church-state separation.48 As Hughes notes, “Barton’s 
influence has extended far beyond Texas.”49 In 2004, Barton was on the salary of the 
Republican National Committee, and former Kansas Governor Sam Brownback has said 
that he provided “the philosophical underpinning for a lot of the Republican effort in the 
country” in recent years.50 
 
By the early 2000s, religious right activists “effectively controlled the Republican Party, the 
House of Representatives, and the Senate,” and “were well on their way toward 
transforming the United States into their version of Christian America.”51 For instance, 
presidential hopeful John McCain, in a 2008 address at Falwell’s Liberty University, 
declared that “the Constitution established the United States of America as a Christian 
nation,” and presidential candidate Mitt Romney later claimed that the Constitution rests 
on a “foundation of faith.”52 
 
Christian Americanism continues to play “a large, unique, but often unrecognized (and at 
times, misrecognized) role in our nation’s current cultural and political conflicts,” as noted 
by Whitehead and Perry.53 A recent study found that Christian nationalist belief was the 
strongest religious predictor of whether an individual would vote for President Donald 
Trump in 2016, and a 2018 poll of nearly 1,000 Southerners “found that half of residents 
either agree or strongly agree that America was founded as an explicitly Christian nation.”54  
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Another way that Christian Americanism has made its presence felt nationwide is through 
the work of Project Blitz, a concerted effort to push state legislatures to enact measures that 
“recognize the place of Christian principles in our nation’s history and heritage” and that 
promote “biblical values concerning marriage and sexuality.”55 Project Blitz was launched 
in 2015 under the auspices of the Virginia-based Congressional Prayer Caucus Foundation 
in partnership with David Barton’s WallBuilders and the National Legal Foundation, of 
which Barton is a board member.56 In a 2018 article, I described Project Blitz as “as a covert 
campaign for conservative Christian dominion over law and public policy.”57 It has become 
far more visible recently, thanks to reports in the national media.58  
 
Besides organizing “prayer caucuses” in state legislatures around the country, Project Blitz 
published legislative playbooks in 2017 and 2018.59 These documents provide a game plan 
for promoting a Christian Americanist agenda in state legislatures and include model bills 
that state legislators can customize for their own legislative contexts. Frederick Clarkson, 
senior research analyst at the social justice think tank Political Research Associates, notes 
that the model bills “range widely in content—from requiring public schools to display the 
national motto, ‘In God We Trust’ (IGWT); to legalizing discrimination against LGBTQ 
people; to religious exemptions regarding women’s reproductive health.”60 According to a 
study by the left-leaning Americans United for Separation of Church and State, 76 
measures identical or similar to Project Blitz model bills were introduced in state 
legislatures nationwide in 2018.61 
 
Christian Americanism has also had an active presence in Texas politics for at least the past 
two decades. As I noted in my Baker Institute report, Religious Imbalance in the Texas Social 
Studies Curriculum, Christian Americanists on the State Board of Education shaped the public 
school social studies curriculum to promote their ideology in 2009 and 2010, resulting in an 
overemphasis on Christianity and a pronounced imbalance in the coverage of religions.62 As 
noted earlier, Christian Americanism has been the official position of the Texas Republican 
Party since 2004, which has controlled all three branches of state government to date. For 
instance, the 2004 state party platform affirmed that “the United States of America is a 
Christian nation, and the public acknowledgement of God is undeniable in our history. Our 
nation was founded on fundamental Judeo-Christian principles based on the Holy Bible.”63 
Although this changed in 2008 to the less explicit affirmation that “America is a nation under 
God founded on Judeo-Christian principles,”64 that year’s platform also contained the 
Christian Americanist claim that “Judeo-Christian principles” are “the basis of America’s 
legal, political and economic systems.” The 2008 platform also pledged to use the party’s 
“influence toward a return to the original intent of the First Amendment and toward 
dispelling the myth of separation of church and state.”65 Prominent Texas GOP lawmakers 
have also expressed Christian Americanist sentiments. For example, while still a state senator, 
current Lieutenant Governor Dan Patrick told the Senate, “We are a Judeo-Christian nation, 
primarily a Christian nation.” He also told a Baptist congregation in Conroe that “there is no 
such thing as separation of church and state.”66  
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A Need for Further Study 

Despite the ideology’s prominent role in national political life, Christian Americanism 
remains largely understudied, although the body of scholarly literature on the topic is 
growing.67 This lack of scholarly attention is also true in the Texas context, with the notable 
exception of how Christian Americanism has influenced the state’s public school 
curriculum. For example, scholars such as Chancey and I have demonstrated how the 
Christian Americanist sentiments of the Texas State Board of Education have shaped the 
public school social studies curriculum.68  
 
The paucity of scholarly investigation is especially surprising since the ideology poses a 
clear challenge to separation of church and state, as well as the rights of minorities 
(religious and secular), who could become second-class citizens in the nation that Christian 
Americanists envision. As Whitehead and Perry contend, strong support for Christian 
nationalism, which entails viewing nonreligious and non-Christian Americans as 
“fundamentally deficient,” is “without doubt . . . a threat to a pluralistic democratic society,” 
since it “ultimately desires the silencing and exclusion of its opponents in the public 
sphere.”69 Given Christian Americanism’s pervasive presence in Texas politics, and its 
ramifications for church-state separation and the rights of religious and nonreligious 
minorities, there is a serious need for research that gives a clearer picture of the role, 
influence, and implications of this ideology in Texas politics. 
 
This report takes steps toward rectifying the gap in the scholarly literature. It lays the 
groundwork for a more comprehensive study by addressing the following questions:  

• Who are the major religious and political proponents of Christian 
Americanism in Texas?  

• What means do they use to promote the ideology?  
• What is the current state of scholarly literature on Christian Americanism in 

general and in Texas specifically? 
 

In order to keep the study manageable, I focus on the period from 2008 to the present. 
 
Defining Terms 

For the purposes of this investigation, Christian Americanism will be understood according 
to Chancey’s definition, set out earlier in this report, as the belief that “America was 
founded to be a Christian nation governed by Bible-based laws”; that it “has tragically 
departed from its roots”; and that “it should reclaim its Christian heritage,” meaning that 
Christian/biblical teaching should receive preferential treatment in law and public policy. 
 
Before moving to the substance of the study, Christian Americanism must be distinguished 
from three other related concepts: American civil religion, dominionism, and Christian 
Reconstructionism. 
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Christian Americanism versus American Civil Religion 

The notion of an American civil religion originates with sociologist Robert Bellah. In a 1967 
essay, he identified American civil religion as a “public religious dimension . . . expressed in 
a set of beliefs, symbols, and rituals” that “at its best is a genuine apprehension of universal 
and transcendent religious reality as seen in or, one could almost say, as revealed through 
the experience of the American people.”70 Bellah also noted that though much of this civil 
religion “is selectively derived from Christianity, [it] is clearly not itself Christianity.”71 As 
political scientists Kenneth Wald and Allison Calhoun-Brown point out, civil religion “is 
neither the religion of a particular church nor, at the other extreme, a fully articulated 
religion that competes with existing denominations.”72 Instead, it is “a code subscribed to in 
varying degrees by all religions in the nation.”73 Wald and Calhoun Brown further note that 
“by imparting a sacred character to the nation, civil religion enables people of diverse faiths 
to harmonize their religious and political beliefs.”74 
 
Some aspects of Christian Americanism clearly overlap with American civil religion. For 
example, attempts to promote the motto “In God We Trust” in governmental and public 
education settings, a cause some Christian Americanists espouse, would seem to advance a 
theism that transcends many (though not all) religions.75 Nevertheless, Christian Americanism 
differs from American civil religion in its essentially Christian content. The Christian 
Americanist elevation of Christian teaching and the “Judeo-Christian heritage” would seem to 
block those outside the Jewish and Christian traditions from “harmonizing” their own beliefs 
with the America envisioned by Christian Americanists. Though many Christian Americanists 
advocate references to “God” in official discourse, merely invoking “God” in a speech or calling 
for “God-talk” in the public square does not necessarily indicate Christian Americanism: it may 
signify nothing more than adherence to American civil religion. 
 
Christian Americanism versus Dominionism and Christian Reconstructionism 

While the distinction between Christian Americanism and American civil religion is 
relatively straightforward, it is more difficult to differentiate Christian Americanism from 
dominionism and Christian Reconstructionism. The challenge stems partly from the 
overlap between the three ideological positions, and partly from some confusion in the 
concept of dominionism itself. 
 
“Put simply, Dominionism means that Christians have a God-given right to rule all earthly 
institutions,” writes Michelle Goldberg.76 She quotes George Grant, the former executive 
director of Coral Ridge Ministries (which later changed its name to Truth in Action 
Ministries): “Christians have an obligation, a mandate, a commission, a holy responsibility 
to reclaim the land for Jesus Christ—to have dominion in civil structures, just as in every 
other aspect of life and godliness. . . . It is dominion we are after . . . World conquest.”77 
Elsewhere Goldberg argues that dominionism “is derived from a theocratic sect called 
Christian Reconstructionism, which advocates replacing American civil law with Old 
Testament biblical law.”78 
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Frederick Clarkson describes dominionism as “the theocratic idea that . . . Christians are 
called by God to exercise dominion over every aspect of society by taking control of 
political and cultural institutions.” Clarkson notes that dominionists have three common 
characteristics: “They believe that the United States once was, and should again be, a 
Christian nation”; they “promote religious supremacy, insofar as they generally do not 
respect the equality of other religions”; and they “endorse theocratic visions, insofar as they 
believe that the Ten Commandments, or ‘biblical law,’ should be the foundation of 
American law and that the U.S. Constitution should be seen as a vehicle for implementing 
biblical principles.”79  
 
Whereas Goldberg traces dominionism to Christian Reconstructionism, Clarkson writes 
that Christian Reconstructionism is one of two “streams” or expressions of dominionism, 
the other being Seven Mountains Dominionism.80 Christian Reconstructionism was 
founded by the late R.J. Rushdoony and “advances the idea that Christians must not only 
dominate society, but institute and enforce Old Testament biblical law.”81 As Julie J. 
Ingersoll writes, Christian Reconstructionists like Rushdoony and Gary North “articulated a 
theological system called theonomy, which was based on the view that God’s law, contained 
in the Bible, was applicable to all areas of life—not the least of which is civil government.” 
Ingersoll further notes that “reconstructionists seek to build an America that is distinctly 
different from the one we live in now,” and that “they want to organize every aspect of 
culture and society”—including government—“to conform to what they understand to be 
biblical law.”82 William Martin summarizes Rushdoony’s vision of a Christian 
Reconstructionist America: 

The federal government would play no role in regulating business, public 
education, or welfare. . . . Some government would be visible at the level of counties, 
each of which would be protected by a fully armed militia, but citizens would be 
answerable to church authorities on most matters subject to regulation. . . . Public 
schools would be abolished in favor of home-schooling arrangements, and families 
would operate on a strict patriarchal pattern. The only people permitted to vote 
would be members of “biblically correct” churches. Most notably, a theonomic 
order would make homosexuality, adultery, blasphemy, propagation of false 
doctrine, and incorrigible behavior by disobedient children subject to the death 
penalty, preferably administered by stoning.83 

 
Clearly Christian Americanism and Christian Reconstructionism share the broad goal of a 
Christian nation. However, the Christian Reconstructionist vision of America governed by 
a biblical theonomy84 exceeds the less sharply defined Christian Americanist goal of 
reclaiming America’s allegedly Christian heritage. 
 
The second stream Clarkson identifies, Seven Mountains Dominionism, is associated with a 
Pentecostal movement called the New Apostolic Reformation (NAR).85 Seven Mountains 
Dominionism holds that Christians must take control of seven “mountains,” or areas of life: 
“family, religion, education, media, entertainment, business, and government.”86 Rafael 
Cruz and David Barton, both of whom are profiled in Section 2 of this report, are Seven 
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Mountains Dominionists, and former Texas Governor Rick Perry has ties to the NAR 
(though those ties remain somewhat ambiguous, as I will discuss in Section 2). 
 
Seven Mountains Dominionists clearly share the Christian Americanist goal of Christian 
domination of law and public policy. However, one can be a Christian Americanist (as I am 
defining it in this report) without subscribing to the full-blown Seven Mountains vision of 
theocratic domination of all areas of life. 
 
There is some uncertainty in the literature as to what the category dominionism itself means 
and encompasses. In earlier writings, Clarkson divides dominionism into two varieties, 
which he labels “hard” and “soft.” “The seminal form of Hard Dominionism,” Clarkson 
writes, “is Christian Reconstructionism, which seeks to replace secular governance, and 
subsequently the U.S. Constitution, with a political and judicial system based on Old 
Testament Law, or Mosaic Law.”87 Soft dominionists, on the other hand, “propose a form 
of Christian nationalism that stops short of a codified legal theocracy. They may embrace a 
flat tax of 10 percent whose origins they place in the Bible. They are comfortable with little 
or no separation of church and state, seeing the secular state as eroding the place of the 
church in society.”88 Furthermore, “in its ‘softest’ form,” Clarkson writes, dominionism is 
“the belief that ‘America is a Christian Nation,’ and that Christians need to re-assert control 
over political and cultural institutions.”89 In this sense, Christian Americanism, as used in 
this report, equates to Clarkson’s “soft dominionism.” 
 
In short, dominionism and Christian Reconstructionism are closely related to Christian 
Americanism but not identical to it, with the exception of Clarkson’s “soft dominionism.” 
For the purposes of the present work, I will generally avoid the terms “dominionism” and 
“Christian Reconstructionism” except where they are accurate and helpful (as in identifying 
Gary North as a Christian Reconstructionist, or Barton and Rafael Cruz as Seven 
Mountains Dominionists). 
 
With these categorical clarifications established, the next sections in this series will identify 
the major religious and political proponents of the ideology in Texas (Section 2) and the 
means they use to promote it (Section 3), as well as summarize preliminary findings and 
suggest directions for future research (Section 4). 
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Section 2: Major Proponents of Christian Americanism in Texas  
 
As mentioned previously, the present work represents the initial phase of a larger research 
project aimed at shedding light on the role and influence of Christian Americanism in 
Texas politics. A critical first step in that effort is to identify the major proponents of the 
ideology in Texas, who lead the movement to “restore” the nation to its allegedly Christian 
essence. As sociologist Michael DeCesare writes, “Understanding leaders . . . is crucial to 
understanding the trajectory of [social] movements,” since “leaders inspire, motivate, and 
sometimes directly organize a movement’s participants; they represent and frame a 
movement’s messages and goals; they mobilize resources, and create and exploit 
opportunities. . . . Leaders, in short, often personify their movement.”90 
 
This is very much the case with regard to Christian Americanism in Texas. Just as the rise 
of the religious right in the 1980s and 1990s cannot be understood without reference to 
movement leaders like Jerry Falwell, Pat Robertson, James Robison, and Ralph Reed, 
Christian Americanism cannot be understood as a force in recent Texas politics apart from 
the religious and political figures who promote it, frame the movement’s message and 
goals, and inspire and motivate their followers. Indeed, the movement’s leaders may well 
be more important than those in other conservative movements. A recent Woodrow 
Wilson Foundation study found that most Texans lack basic knowledge about their nation’s 
history, a deficiency they share with most Americans.91 If this is indeed the case, most 
Texans lack the tools to critically evaluate Christian Americanist claims about the nation’s 
allegedly religious founding. By promoting a simplistic narrative that legitimates 
conservative Christian dominance of government and public policy, the leading figures of 
Christian Americanism in Texas play a crucial role in shaping notions about America’s 
founding, the intentions behind the Constitution, and the “true” meaning of the First 
Amendment’s religion clauses.  
 
The object of this section is to construct a preliminary “dramatis personae” of Christian 
Americanism in Texas since 2008—that is, to identify and profile the major figures 
promoting the ideology in Texas. It will also describe the extent to which each figure 
appears to embrace the ideology. 
 
Determining who qualifies as a leader of Christian Americanism in Texas, however, is not 
as straightforward as it might seem. The task of identifying proponents of the movement 
faces four main challenges. First, unlike a political party, there is no overarching Christian 
Americanist organization that encompasses all followers, and no single platform or set of 
principles to which adherents must subscribe. Instead, Christian Americanism functions as 
an ideological tendency within the broader Christian right. Nevertheless, it is possible to 
identify Christian Americanists by their statements, the positions they take on cultural and 
political issues, and to some extent, their association with other Christian Americanists.  
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Second, while nongovernmental activists often make their support for Christian 
Americanism quite clear, politicians who express Christian Americanist sentiments or 
deploy its rhetoric are often vague (perhaps intentionally so) about the degree to which 
they embrace the ideology. Their public statements are frequently long on assertions that 
government should follow biblical teachings or honor “Judeo-Christian values,” but short 
on specifics about how they would translate those teachings and values into public policy. 
For instance, Texas Lieutenant Governor Dan Patrick has claimed that the United States 
was founded on the Bible and that government policy should be “biblically based.”92 Yet 
since taking the state’s second highest office, he has (to my knowledge) never specified 
precisely how his support for a biblical perspective in governance motivates support for 
specific legislation. To cite one prominent example, during the 2017 debate over the 
bathroom bill (which would have prohibited transgender persons from using restrooms 
corresponding to their gender identity), Patrick appears never to have justified the bill on 
biblical grounds; instead he couched it in terms of “safety” and “privacy,” relied on 
catchphrases (“men in women’s restrooms”) appealing to conservative Christians who 
believe gender is divinely assigned in the womb, and left more explicitly biblical arguments 
to conservative pastors and other activists.93 One possible explanation for this approach, 
involving the concept of symbolic boundaries, will be discussed in Section 4 of this report. 
 
Third, in the case of some political figures, it is difficult to determine whether their 
statements amount to an endorsement of Christian Americanism or fall instead into the 
more general category of American civil religion.94 As discussed below, this uncertainty 
applies to Texas Governor Greg Abbott and, to an extent, political commentator Glenn 
Beck. Fourth, links between politicians and explicitly Christian Americanist activists such as 
David Barton or Steve Hotze are frequently unclear. The connections are often visible only 
in campaign contributions, campaign endorsements, or the fact that these politicians speak 
at the same gatherings as more clearly identifiable Christian Americanists. 
 
Given these difficulties, this study will use the following standard for identifying Christian 
Americanist figures. To count as a Christian Americanist, an activist or officeholder must 
do more than merely declare their affiliation with Christianity (since one can be a Christian 
without embracing Christian Americanism) or use God-language in public addresses (since 
such language may merely reveal allegiance to American civil religion). Instead, they must 
make statements that indicate or at least suggest agreement with all or a substantial part of 
Chancey’s definition of Christian Americanism, set out earlier in this report as the belief 
that: “America was founded to be a Christian nation governed by Bible-based laws”; “the 
country has tragically departed from its roots”; and “it should reclaim its Christian 
heritage,” which typically involves giving Christian or biblical teaching preferential 
treatment in law and public policy.95 
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The figures profiled here fall into two categories: (a) activists who do not hold public office, 
and (b) politicians and lawmakers. My intent here is not to critique the views of the figures 
profiled below; that is work for a future project. I endeavor only to identify the major 
proponents of Christian Americanism in Texas, demonstrate how their public statements 
and political activities show their alignment with the ideology, and indicate their political 
involvement and influence.  
 
Nongovernmental Activists  

This subsection profiles 12 of the most prominent Christian Americanist activists in Texas 
outside of government: amateur historian David Barton, author and media personality 
Glenn Beck, self-described “political operative” David Lane, doctor and activist Steve 
Hotze, economist Gary North, oil and gas developer Tim Dunn, billionaires Dan and Farris 
Wilks, and pastors Rafael Cruz, Robert Jeffress, Dave Welch, and John Hagee. 
 
David Barton and WallBuilders 
We met amateur historian and Republican activist Barton in Section 1. Historian John Fea 
describes him as “one of the country’s foremost proponents of the theory that America is a 
Christian nation.”96 In 2005, Barton was named one of Time’s 25 most influential 
evangelicals in America.97 He served as vice chair of the Texas Republican Party from 1997 
to 2006.98 In 2015 and 2016, he headed the “Keep the Promise” PAC in support of Texas 
Senator Ted Cruz’s ultimately unsuccessful presidential bid.99 Barton also appears to have 
adopted Seven Mountains Dominionism, which advocates Christian domination of 
government and other social and cultural institutions.100  
 
According to his biography, Barton’s “exhaustive research” on America’s founding period 

has rendered him an expert in historical and constitutional issues and he serves as a 
consultant to state and federal legislators, has participated in several cases at the 
Supreme Court, was involved in the development of the History/Social Studies 
standards for states such as Texas and California, and has helped produce history 
textbooks now used in schools across the nation.101 

 
Christian conservative and one-time presidential hopeful Mike Huckabee has said: “I 
almost wish that there would be . . . a simultaneous telecast, and all Americans would be 
forced—forced at gunpoint no less—to listen to every David Barton message, and I think 
our country would be better for it.”102  
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Many other observers offer a less enthusiastic assessment of Barton’s work. Religion 
scholar Mark Chancey describes Barton as  

a prolific creator of resources extolling the Christian virtues and aspirations of 
America’s Founding Fathers and a much sought-after speaker for conferences and 
workshops. With only a bachelor’s degree in religious education from Oral Roberts 
University, he has no credentials in history beyond his extensive personal collection 
of early American documents. Academic and political critics routinely fault his work 
for misrepresenting or even inventing quotations from the Founding Fathers, 
ignoring evidence that undermines his own views, and demonstrating a general lack 
of understanding of historical method and the early American context.103  

 
University of Colorado historian Paul Harvey calls Barton an “ideological entrepreneur” 
and “the house historian” of the Tea Party, and writes that he “has developed a one-man 
heritage industry out of his insistence that the founding fathers had created America as a 
Christian nation.”104 Harvey explains that “Barton’s stock-in-trade is to take complicated, 
messy historical pasts and transform them, John Bunyan-like, into straightforward 
Christian narratives that meet the needs of the Christian heritage industry.”105 The result is 
“a selective, distorted, but emotionally compelling story of the heroism of the sainted 
fathers (and mothers) of the past.”106 Peter Montgomery describes Barton’s approach as 
“historical revisionism,” and notes that though Barton’s historical claims “have been widely 
discredited,” he “remains influential within the Religious Right and the GOP.”107 Barton’s 
2012 book The Jefferson Lies, which argues that the third president did not intend church 
and state to be separate, was withdrawn by publisher Thomas Nelson after widespread 
complaints about inaccuracies, and the book has the dubious honor of being named “the 
least credible history book in print” in a 2012 poll by the History News Network.108 
 
Barton heads the Texas-based nonprofit WallBuilders, one of the power centers of 
Christian Americanism. According to its website, the organization is “dedicated to 
presenting America’s forgotten history and heroes, with an emphasis on the moral, 
religious, and constitutional foundation on which America was built—a foundation which, 
in recent years, has been seriously attacked and undermined.”109 Its goal “is to exert a direct 
and positive influence in government, education, and the family by (1) educating the nation 
concerning the Godly foundation of our country; (2) providing information to federal, 
state, and local officials as they develop public policies which reflect Biblical values; and (3) 
encouraging Christians to be involved in the civic arena.”110 In the service of the first goal, 
Wallbuilders “develop[s] materials to educate the public concerning the periods in our 
country’s history when its laws and policies were firmly rooted in Biblical principles.”111 
 
Barton, however, is after more than simply getting the history “right.” WallBuilders also 
works to change public policy: “We believe that as citizens learn the truth about our 
nation’s past, they will be better equipped to help frame its future and to help shape the 
policies under which they will live. Toward this end, WallBuilders is an educational 
resource to those working toward improving federal, state and local policies,” including 
“consulting with both legislators and judges, at their request, on legal and historical issues, 
testifying in state and federal hearings, providing research services, identifying and 
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supporting sound legislation, and providing historical perspectives to current problems.”112 
Barton also served as an expert advisor in the 2010 revision of the Texas public school 
curriculum standards for social studies, and he played a key role in giving those standards a 
Christian Americanist slant.113 
 
In sermons and speeches, Barton makes his case for a Christian America with breathless, 
headlong, rapid-fire delivery, bombarding the audience with so many names, dates, and 
quotes (drawn from various periods in American history as well as the Bible) that one can 
hardly get a thought in edgewise.114 A good example is his 2010 talk “Is America a Christian 
Nation?,” available through Atlanta minister Charles Stanley’s InTouch Ministries.115 In this 
talk, Barton suggests that secular historians and intellectuals are hiding the history of 
America’s biblical founding from today’s students, and misrepresenting the founders as 
atheists and deists. To counter these alleged fallacies, he highlights the religious faith of 
several founding figures who were outspokenly Christian, including John Adams, Benjamin 
Rush, and Roger Sherman, all while glossing over founding figures like Thomas Jefferson 
and Benjamin Franklin, whose religious faith did not align with evangelical Christianity.116 
Barton then quickly moves to the claim that America is a Christian nation, as if it were 
obvious that the founders must have intended to create an essentially Christian nation—a 
quite dubious assumption.117 Barton goes on to argue that only a Christian nation can offer 
freedom of religion and free markets, and that government cannot be separated from 
religion and morality. Barton’s talk is quite a performance, but it does little justice to the 
complexities of the founding period itself, let alone those associated with church-state 
separation in the U.S. 
 
In his 1992 The Myth of Separation, Barton marshals an arsenal of quotes, writings, and court 
opinions in support of his case that the founders (which he construes very expansively) 
intended the U.S. to be a Christian nation and that their intent was largely followed by the 
courts for most of the country’s history, but that the courts have departed from the 
founders’ intent since 1947. He calls the doctrine of separation of church and state 
“absurd.”118 “There is no ‘wall of separation’ in the Constitution,” Barton claims, “unless it is 
a wall intended by the Founding Fathers to keep the government out of the church.”119 He 
blames the courts, especially the United States Supreme Court, for what he considers as the 
nation’s departure from Christian Americanism: “The courts have restructured the 
traditions and habits that had formed part of American life since our nation’s founding by 
their use of the First Amendment.”120 “Collectively,” he writes, “this nation’s leaders have 
allowed the Supreme Court to reject the standards delivered to us by our Founders and to 
take stands which God cannot bless but must rather oppose. We must again learn to view 
governmental actions from God’s viewpoint. . . . Our national policy must not be one of the 
denial of God, nor of apathy toward Him. It should, as formerly, ‘press on to acknowledge 
God.’”121 In addition to the judiciary, Barton blames Americans’ ignorance about the 
founding period for contemporary claims that America is not a Christian nation.122 In a 
July 2018 interview on the WallBuilders Live radio program, Barton asserted that “when 
you start reading original writings and documents from the founding fathers, from the 
founding era[, it] becomes very obvious that Christianity shaped and molded America. . . . 
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There is no dispute that we were founded as a nation [that] was using the Bible as a 
guidebook for much and most of what we did.”123  
 
More recently, Barton has become an outspoken proponent of so-called “religious liberty” 
protections for those who wish to discriminate against LGBTQ persons on the grounds of 
religious belief. On his Wallbuilders website, he writes:  

As currently demonstrated in countless nations around the world, and now in 
America, when secularism or any other non-Biblical philosophy becomes 
dominant in its culture, a loss of legal protections for religious rights is usually 
one of the first casualties of the change. . . . Today in America, to seek to provide 
protection for the traditional rights of religious conscience is now regularly 
denounced as discriminatory.124 

 
Glenn Beck 
Bestselling author and radio and television personality Glenn Beck is likely the best known 
of the Texas-based figures discussed here. Beck, a member of the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter Day Saints (LDS; Mormonism), describes himself as “a born again LDS Christian.”125 
Though not as explicitly Christian Americanist as Barton, he has occasionally made use of 
Christian Americanist talking points and perhaps more importantly, has provided media 
and educational platforms for spreading the ideology.  
 
There is scattered evidence of Beck’s own Christian Americanist sentiments throughout his 
career. In his 2009 book Arguing with Idiots, Beck tells his readers to point out to their “idiot 
friends” that the words “separation of church and state” are not found in the First 
Amendment.126 Beck goes on to assert, like Barton, that the “clear meaning” of Jefferson’s 
“wall of separation” metaphor was “that religions were protected from the state, not the other 
way around.”127 Also in 2009, Beck took issue with President Barack Obama’s comment in a 
speech in Turkey that Americans “do not consider ourselves a Christian nation or a Jewish 
nation or a Muslim nation” but instead “a nation of citizens.”128 Citing John Adams, Beck 
countered that “the general principles on which the [Founding] Fathers achieved 
independence were the general principles of Christianity.”129 He further appealed to 
another founder, as well as David Barton: “James Madison, author of the Constitution, said, 
‘religion is the basis and foundation of government.’ Author and world-renowned historian 
David Barton concurs.”130 Beck went on to claim that Obama’s comments “stunned many 
Americans who knew that America, in fact, was founded on Christian-Judeo [sic] 
principles.”131 In a 2016 radio broadcast, Beck claimed that the founders based the 
Constitution on the Bible:  

You don’t necessarily have to use the Bible as your compass because the founders 
used the Bible as the compass to enact the laws of the Constitution. The laws, the 
amendments are all based on natural law and God’s law. So, our politicians, all they 
need to do is use the Constitution as their compass and they’ll be in line with 
nature’s God and nature’s laws.132 
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Beck’s “TheBlaze” television and radio programs give him a platform to discuss a variety of 
issues, including Christian Americanism, from a conservative perspective.133 Over the 
years, he has devoted several episodes to extended conversations with David Barton. In one 
2012 episode, Barton promoted his Founders’ Bible, which serves to underpin his claim that 
the founders built the U.S. on biblical principles.134 In a 2013 episode, Beck and Barton, 
discussing the Second Amendment, argued (among other things) that gun rights are 
granted by God.135 
 
Furthermore, Beck and Barton have collaborated on a number of Christian Americanist-
oriented education opportunities in recent years. In 2010, Beck started his online “Beck 
University,” which purported to “brin[g] together experts in the fields of religion, American 
history and economics,” who would “explore the concepts of Faith, Hope, and Charity and 
show . . . how they influence America’s past, her present and most importantly her 
future.”136 One of these “experts” was David Barton.137  
 
In 2017, Beck, Barton, and Barton’s son Tim launched what Beck called a “historic 
apprentice program” for young people aged 18 to 25. Beck said that the summer 2017 
program would allow young persons to work alongside the Bartons and himself to examine 
thousands of “original documents” and learn how to answer a number of questions, such as: 
“Is America a Christian nation? Were we founded on Judeo-Christian principles? Were the 
Founders Christians themselves?”138 In addition, this program would allow apprentices “to 
come in and learn everything and have hands-on experience with these unbelievable . . . 
first copies of the documents,” as well as helping to “propagate this all throughout the 
world.”139 Tim Barton explained that the program will help young people “defuse” the 
“confusion” taught at universities about these questions.140 
 
Beck’s nonprofit Mercury One also offered a “leadership training program” for 18-to-25-
year-olds in summer 2019. Topics included “America’s Godly Heritage” and “God and the 
Constitution.”141 Also in summer 2019, Mercury One offered a “Teachers Conference” 
featuring David and Tim Barton; among the topics were “Christian Heritage (from the First 
Colonists to American Independence and the Founding Era to the Civil War and Beyond)” 
and “Apologetics for Modern Attacks on America and American History.”142 
 
Whereas Beck has frequently demonstrated a considerable degree of affiliation with 
Christian Americanism, the precise degree is unclear. In his 2009 book, Glenn Beck’s Common 
Sense, he writes, “Let’s stop using our religious symbols to score political points. Are we that 
insecure in our own faith that the religious symbols or public prayers of a different religion 
cannot be welcomed with open arms? . . . Religions and their followers must stop turning on 
each other.”143 It is unclear how Beck would reconcile such inclusive sentiments with the 
intimations of Christian Americanism in his other statements and activities. 
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David Lane 
California-based David Lane once worked as a grassroots organizer for Houston-area 
activist Steve Hotze (profiled below).144 Since the mid-1990s Lane has been active in efforts, 
both in Texas and nationally, to draw pastors into right-wing politics.145 He currently serves 
as head of the American Renewal Project (ARP). Funded in part by donations from Texas 
billionaire Dan Wilks (profiled below),146 ARP’s mission is “to minister to people of faith in 
their transition from spectators to participants in the cultural arena, with emphasis being 
placed on religion and morality, the cornerstones of freedom.”147 The ARP website claims 
that America’s founders “understood that freedom requires virtue and virtue requires 
Christianity,” asserts “America’s Biblical founding,” and advocates “return[ing] America to 
the Christian-based model established by the Founders.”148 On the organization’s mission 
page, Lane complains that “the Bible has been removed from public education,” rendering 
the general public ignorant about America’s Biblical founding.”149 
 
Lane claims that “it’s easily defended that America was founded by Christians, as a 
Christian nation,” though he bases this not on the Declaration of Independence and the 
Constitution, but reaches back to the Mayflower Compact and the legal compact for the 
founding of Jamestown.150 Elsewhere, Lane argues “that while ‘America was a Christian 
nation’ since its founding, now it must choose between being ‘a Christian nation or a pagan 
nation.’”151 He has said that “our long-term strategy must be to place the Bible in Public 
Schools as the principle [sic] textbook of American education.’”152 As Peter Montgomery 
writes in the left-leaning “Right Wing Watch,” Lane “preaches that the U.S. has a divine 
mission to glorify God and advance the Christian faith, and he has called the separation of 
church and state a ‘lie’ and a ‘fabricated whopper’ designed to stop ‘Christian America—the 
moral majority—from imposing moral government on pagan public schools, pagan higher 
learning and pagan media.’”153 
 
While Lane’s statements promote a radical form of Christian Americanism, his significance 
lies primarily in his work as a self-described “political operative.”154 Since the 1990s, Lane 
has orchestrated “Pastors and Pews” events across the nation designed to encourage pastors 
to preach about politics and engage with right-wing politicians.155 Lane’s “Rediscover God 
in America” events connect pastors with Christian Americanists like David Barton and 
Mike Huckabee.156 In 2008, Lane said, “What we’re doing is the mobilization of pastors and 
pews to restore America to her Judeo-Christian heritage. That’s our goal.”157 He told the 
New York Times that the “end result” of Pastors and Pews is “political”: “From my 
perspective, our country is going to hell because pastors won’t lead from the pulpits.”158  
 
Though Lane is based in California, he has been quite active in Texas. He organized The 
Texas Restoration Project (later renamed the Texas Renewal Project), which has links to 
ARP159 and seeks “to mobilize socially conservative pastors in support of Republican 
candidates for public office.”160 According to the left-leaning Texas Freedom Network 
(TFN), the Texas Renewal Project supports pastors and their spouses “who come to listen to 
select politicians and religious-right leaders demand that Christians assert control over 
American government.”161 Speakers at TRP events have included politicians such as U.S. 



Christian Americanism and Texas Politics Since 2008 

 
 

22  

Senator Ted Cruz and Texas Governors Rick Perry and Greg Abbott, as well as religious 
right activists like Rafael Cruz and David Barton.162  
 
Steven F. Hotze and Conservative Republicans of Texas 
Steven F. Hotze is a Houston-area doctor who has become particularly influential in state 
Republican politics, mainly due to the strength of his activism, political endorsements, and 
campaign contributions. In 1996, journalist Tim Fleck characterized him as “a Houston 
allergist who in his spare time is a self-proclaimed champion of biblical values as a basis for 
civil government,” and who “has carved out a niche in local [Houston] politics over the past 
decade as an unyielding and occasionally strident opponent of abortion and public 
acceptance of homosexuality.”163 In 2017, journalist Scott Braddock described Hotze as a 
“stridently anti-gay archconservative” who “holds significant sway with a large portion of 
Republican primary voters in Harris County, home to roughly one-fifth of the state’s 
electorate.”164 Hotze shares both political and business ties with Lieutenant Governor Dan 
Patrick (discussed below).165  
 
Hotze leads the Conservative Republicans of Texas (CRT) political action committee.166 
The CRT, which aims to “advance Constitutional liberties based upon Biblical principles,”167 
has been listed by the Southern Poverty Law Center as a hate group.168  
 
Both conservative columnist Robert D. Novak and Houston reporter Tim Fleck identify 
Hotze as a Christian Reconstructionist.169 Fleck describes Hotze as “a national leader in the 
Christian Reconstruction movement, whose more extreme elements advocate replacing 
democratic government with rule by a theocratic elite”; however, Fleck notes, “Hotze 
himself has denied that he favors establishment of a theocracy.”170 Fleck quotes a 1990 op-
ed in the Houston Chronicle in which Hotze writes: “If we are to survive as a free nation, and 
if justice and liberty are to be restored in our land, then biblical Christianity, with its 
absolutes, must once again be embraced by our citizens. . . . Only then can we expect to see 
Christianity’s influence once again to be reflected in the laws of our civil government.”171  
 
Hotze’s reported comments in a 1990 video would seem to bear out the characterization as 
a Christian Reconstructionist: 

Biblically, the legitimate role of civil government is to provide justice based upon 
the absolute standards of God's law, to restrain wickedness, to punish evil doers, and 
to protect the life, liberty and property of law abiding citizens. 

 
Christians have the responsibility to be actively involved in family, church and civil 
government arenas. There is no neutrality. Civil government will either reflect 
biblical Christianity or it will reflect anti-Christian positions.172 

 
More recently, Hotze called for “men of God” to “restore our nation to its Godly, Christian, 
Biblical heritage”; this apparently entails vigorously opposing abortion and LGBTQ 
equality.173 Addressing a conservative rally two years earlier, Hotze unsheathed a sword 
(which he said represented God’s word) and called homosexuals “hate-mongers,” 
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suggesting that “they hate God’s word, they hate Christ, they hate anything that’s good and 
wholesome and right. They want to pervert everything.”174  

Hotze has been similarly unsparing in his attacks on more moderate Republicans, 
especially former Texas House Speaker Joe Straus. He accused Straus and his legislative 
lieutenants of “being in sync with the ‘homosexual political movement,’” and at one point 
suggested Straus, who is Jewish, “was working to outlaw Christianity.”175 In the 2016 
primaries, Hotze’s CRT PAC spent around $1 million in support of those challenging House 
Republican leadership and other incumbents.176  
 
Gary North 
Economist Gary North is founder of the Texas-based Dominion Press and the Institute for 
Christian Economics, important sources for Christian Reconstructionist literature.177 The 
son-in-law of R. J. Rushdoony and a one-time aide to former Congressman Ron Paul of 
Texas, North has been described as an influential far-right figure, especially in the 
Christian home-school movement.178 His Biblical BluePrint Series “explores the application 
of Reconstructionist theology to every area of life (including government, education, and 
family, but also the welfare, banking, and taxation systems).”179 North contends that “the 
Bible provides the moral foundation of free market voluntarism.”180 He also holds “that the 
Bible forbids any welfare programs, is opposed to all inflation, and requires a gold-coin 
standard for money.”181 
 
North’s take on the nation’s putatively Christian character differs from that of most other 
figures mentioned here. Whereas most of his Christian Americanist colleagues claim to 
find Christianity in or behind the Constitution, North argues that despite the fact that the 
U.S. has been “Christian from the beginning,” it “has had a humanist Constitution since 
1788.”182 He contends that “the Constitution is not Christian,” and thus “the nation is 
confessionally schizophrenic.”183 In his self-published book Conspiracy in Philadelphia: 
Origins of the United States Constitution (2013), North contends that the ratification of the 
Constitution resulted in “the transformation of a dozen independent Christian civil 
commonwealths in 1775 into the covenantally agnostic civil order of 1788 that would, over 
the next two centuries, become covenantally atheistic.”184 This departs sharply from the 
view of Barton, Beck, and others.  
 
Yet like other Christian Americanists, North does wish to see the U.S. become a Christian 
nation. Indeed, he advocates for a Christian theocracy, a term he is not afraid to deploy. 
From 1974 to 1981, North edited The Journal of Christian Reconstruction,185 “dedicated to the 
fulfilment of the cultural mandate of Genesis 1:28 and 9:1—to subdue the earth to the glory 
of God.”186 In a 1982 essay, he suggests using Christian schools to  

train up a generation of people who know that there is no religious neutrality, no 
neutral law, no neutral education, and no neutral civil government. Then they will 
get busy in constructing a Bible-based social, political, and religious order which 
finally denies the religious liberty of the enemies of God. Murder, abortion, and 
pornography will be illegal. God’s law will be enforced.187 
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Contending that public schools “are established as a humanist religion aimed at stamping 
out Christianity,” he advocates closing them down and refunding the money to taxpayers, 
who would then “seek out their own schools for their children, at their expense.”188 And he 
states clearly where this would lead: either “to a theocracy in which no public funds can be 
appropriated for anti-Christian activities, or to anarchy, where there are no public funds to 
appropriate. It must lead to God’s civil government or no civil government.”189 
 
Despite his outspoken views (or perhaps because of them), North seems to have been 
largely inactive politically; he has restricted his advocacy to writing articles and books 
(most published by his Dominion Press), and blogging on a wide range of topics. In these 
capacities, however, he keeps alive the hardline theocratic strand of Christian Americanism 
advocated by his late father-in-law Rushdoony. 
 
Tim Dunn 
There is a long tradition of Texas oil and gas magnates involved in ultraconservative 
politics, among them oilmen Hugh Roy Cullen and H.L. Hunt.190 A current representative 
of that tradition is oil and gas developer Tim Dunn, head of CrownQuest Operations in 
Midland, Texas.191 
 
Like the Wilks brothers (discussed below), Dunn rarely speaks publicly. However, his few 
public statements suggest a commitment to Christian Americanism. Texas Monthly writer R. 
G. Ratcliffe reports that during a 2010 meeting with then-House Speaker Joe Straus, “Dunn 
astonished Straus, who is Jewish, by saying that only Christians should be in leadership 
positions” in the Texas House.192 Ratcliffe also notes that Dunn “has stated repeatedly that 
our democracy must be brought into line with biblical laws.”193 
 
Ratcliffe’s description seems to be borne out by Dunn’s statements in a 2016 radio 
interview and a 2018 sermon. In a 2016 interview on Richardson-based Kerbey Anderson’s 
radio talk show, Dunn never explicitly claims that America is or should be a Christian 
nation, yet he does sound some of the key notes of the Christian Americanist tune. He 
claims that America’s tradition of self-government “came about because of the biblical 
understanding,” and that self-government is founded in the Ten Commandments and 
other biblical passages.194 In a 2018 sermon at his home church in Midland, Dunn repeats 
and elaborates on these themes and goes on to complain about the Supreme Court’s 
prohibition of prayer in public schools. The high court, he contends, is establishing “a 
national religion of materialism. They call it political correctness. Political, meaning 
humans decide, not God.”195 America’s founders, he concludes, “chose God as king, over a 
tyrant. Today the choice is still before us.”196 
 
Dunn’s influence on Texas politics, however, stems less from his public statements than 
from his financial contributions to politicians and organizations. He is a vice chairman of, 
and a donor to, the Texas Public Policy Foundation (TPPF), a conservative research 
organization whose stated mission is “to promote and defend liberty, personal 
responsibility, and free enterprise in Texas and the nation by educating and affecting 
policymakers and the Texas public policy debate with academically sound research and 
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outreach.”197 Dunn is also founder of Empower Texans (ET), a conservative libertarian 
nonprofit that “seek[s] policy outcomes that provide increasing levels of economic liberty 
and opportunity for all Texans by controlling the size of government.”198 Ratcliffe writes 
that “Empower Texans produces tip sheets telling legislators how to vote, and then, come 
election time . . . produces legislator scorecards to sway voter opinion.”199 However, neither 
is explicitly Christian Americanist; both nonprofits focus instead on pushing a conservative 
libertarian approach to government.200  
 
Another Dunn-backed organization, Citizens for Self-Governance (CSG), does have 
Christian Americanist links. As Ratcliffe reports, “CSG aims to call a convention of the 
states to revise the Constitution.”201 The CSG website, which features audio talks on the 
biblical basis for American government, also offers a link to Barton’s Wallbuilders website, 
listed under “Partners & Friends.”202 
 
Ratcliffe calls Dunn “probably the most influential donor operating in Texas today,” having 
donated over $9 million to Texas politicians since 2002. Dunn’s Empower Texans spent 
nearly $5 million on the 2014 state elections.203 Almost $2 million in loans and 
contributions went to two candidates, Attorney General Ken Paxton and Lieutenant 
Governor Dan Patrick—the latter a prominent Christian Americanist politician, as 
described below.  
 
Wilks Brothers 
Dan and Farris Wilks, residents of Cisco, Texas, are conservative Christian billionaires who 
have gained a reputation as “the Koch brothers of the Christian Right.”204 The brothers 
made their wealth in the natural gas fracking business in the 2000s.205 In 2011, they made 
the Forbes 400 list of wealthiest Americans, with each brother worth around $1.4 billion.206  
 
As one reporter put it, “After profiting greatly from the fracking boom, they set about to 
help fashion the kind of America they want—a country where religion trumps government 
and conservative values prevail.”207 The brothers typically refrain from explicitly calling 
for a Christian America, but their few public statements strongly suggest that is their goal. 
Dan Wilks has publicly advocated “bring[ing] the Bible back into the school,” though he did 
not elaborate.208 In a 2013 sermon, his brother Farris, then serving as pastor of a 
fundamentalist church in Cisco, spoke approvingly of David Barton’s claims that the 
founders based the Constitution on the Bible. He also declared that “we are in a battle for 
our society”: “Who is in charge? Is it man, or is it our creator?”209 In a 2014 sermon, Farris 
Wilks claimed that “the cornerstones of our government are crumbling, and starting to 
come apart. And it’s because of the lack of morality . . . the lack of belief in our heavenly 
father.”210 In another 2014 sermon, Farris Wilks predicted that the Christian community 
will soon be persecuted by the government. “It’s time that we stand up,” he said.211 
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As with Dunn, however, the evidence for the Wilks brothers’ Christian Americanism comes 
less from their public statements and more from their financial contributions to, and 
association with, Christian Americanist groups and politicians. The Thirteen Foundation, 
founded by Farris and his wife, “has become a major funder to Religious Right 
organizations and to right-wing political outfits that are part of the Koch brothers’ 
network.”212 According to public nonprofit filings, the Thirteen Foundation gave David 
Barton’s WallBuilders organization $85,000 in 2011 and $3,135,000 in 2015.213 It also made 
sizeable donations to the anti-gay Family Research Council (FRC), which purports to 
“promot[e] the Judeo-Christian worldview as the basis for a just, free, and stable society,”214 
and which holds an annual Values Voter Summit where Christian conservatives hear from 
GOP presidential hopefuls.215 The Texas Observer reports that in 2018, the Wilks brothers 
donated $1.25 million to Tim Dunn’s Empower Texans, making them the second largest 
funders of the advocacy group, just after Dunn himself.216 
 
Dan Wilks’ Heavenly Father’s Foundation (HFF) has helped to fund Christian Americanist 
David Lane’s American Renewal Project and Pastors and Pews effort (discussed above), via 
contributions to the American Family Association, to which Farris Wilks’ Thirteen 
Foundation has also contributed.217 Reportedly Dan Wilks also funds a church for a 
Christian nationalist pastor in California.218  
 
Furthermore, the Wilks brothers have contributed directly to conservative and Christian 
Americanist politicians—so much so that they have been described as “among Texas’ top 
GOP kingmakers.”219 The brothers made substantial donations to both Rick Perry’s and 
Greg Abbott’s gubernatorial campaigns.220 Furthermore, Wilks money reportedly funded 
the “Keep the Promise” super PAC headed by David Barton that supported Ted Cruz’s 2016 
presidential bid.221  
 
The examples of the Wilks brothers and Tim Dunn demonstrate that financial 
contributions constitute an important form of political “speech” in the spread of Christian 
Americanist ideology.  
 
Rafael Cruz 
Itinerant preacher and evangelist Rafael Cruz, father of Texas Senator Ted Cruz (described 
below), is based in Carrollton, a Dallas suburb.222 Rafael Cruz espouses a form of Seven 
Mountains Dominionism, which (as noted in Section 1) holds that Christians must take 
control of seven areas of life: family, religion, education, media, entertainment, business, 
and government.223 According to a biographical note on a speaker booking website, Cruz 
emigrated from Cuba in the early 1960s and serves as a Dallas pastor, professor of Bible 
and theology, director of Purifying Fire Ministries, and president of Kingdom Translation 
Services.224 He is perhaps most widely known, however, for his service as a campaign 
surrogate during his son’s unsuccessful 2016 presidential run. 
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As liberal commentator David Corn writes, Cruz “has given scores, probably hundreds, of 
sermons and talks at religious and political gatherings, and many are on YouTube. His 
primary theme is that the United States is a ‘Christian nation’ and that only true believers 
who adhere to biblical principles—that is, who accept the literal truth of the Bible, as Rafael 
Cruz and other fundamentalists see it—are worthy of guiding the United States forward.”225 
Corn reports that in a 2013 Tea Party gathering in Hood County, Texas, Cruz declared that 
the United States is a “Christian nation,” insisted “that the Declaration of Independence and 
the U.S. Constitution ‘were signed on the knees of the framers’ and were a ‘divine 
revelation from God,’” and claimed that “the United States of America was formed to 
honor the word of God.”226 In another 2013 sermon, Corn reports that Cruz “proclaimed 
that Satan ‘rules in the halls of legislation,’ and said, ‘We have a responsibility to preserve 
the biblical foundations of this country.’”227 
 
When Cruz addressed the May 2016 Texas GOP Convention in Dallas, he “claimed that 
God inspired the Founders to produce the Constitution, and declared that ‘biblical values’ 
have made America the greatest country on earth. He encouraged Christian pastors to run 
for public office at every level, and called upon all Christians to exercise their ‘sacred 
responsibility’ to vote for candidates who uphold biblical values.”228 In a sermon the same 
year, Cruz claimed that separation of church and state was intended by the founders “to be 
a ‘one-way wall’—preventing government from interfering in religion but allowing the 
Church to exercise dominion over government.”229 
 
Robert Jeffress 
An outspoken supporter of President Trump and a Fox News contributor, Robert Jeffress 
is, after Glenn Beck, perhaps the best-known Christian Americanist discussed here. Since 
2007, he has served as senior pastor at the 13,000-member First Baptist Dallas church. 
Besides authoring 25 books, he hosts the daily radio program “Pathway to Victory.” He also 
serves as an adjunct professor at the Dallas Theological Seminary.230 
 
Jeffress and First Baptist Dallas sparked controversy in 2018 by advertising the pastor’s June 
24, 2018, sermon on a Dallas billboard that proclaimed “America is a Christian Nation.”231 
After widespread criticism, including that of Dallas Mayor Mike Rawlings, the company 
that owns the billboard removed the sign.232 The controversy did not, however, deter 
Jeffress from giving his sermon. As reported by Vox, Jeffress told the congregation that 
“The founding fathers . . . were predominately Christians who wanted to found a Christian 
country and believed that ‘our future success depends on our country being faithful to 
those eternal truths of God’s will.’”233 As Whitehead and Perry note, Jeffress’ sermon 
“included no key biblical text—rare for a conservative Protestant expositor like Jeffress,” 
but instead “leaned almost exclusively on quotes from ‘founding fathers,’ founding 
documents, and court decisions.”234 Whitehead and Perry also point out that Jeffress’ 
sermon included “no calls to be ‘good Samaritans’ to our neighbors,” but instead urged 
Christians to “stand up and confront the ‘secularists,’ ‘humanists,’ ‘atheists,’ and ‘infidels’ 
who are taking control of ‘our Christian country.’”235 
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Jeffress has long promoted a very strong Christian Americanism in books such as the 2008 
Outrageous Truth: 7 Absolutes You Can Still Believe. In a chapter titled “America Is a Christian 
Nation,” Jeffress uses many of the same arguments deployed by David Barton: the 
founders were faithful Christians and intended for America to be a Christian nation; court 
decisions for the first 150 years of the nation’s history were faithful to the founders’ intent; 
but after 1947, the U.S. Supreme Court radically reinterpreted the religion clauses and 
constructed a wall of separation between church and state.236 Like Barton, Jeffress also takes 
particular aim at religious diversity itself: “Many have fooled themselves into thinking that 
religious pluralism (the worship of many gods) is the great strength of our nation. . . . But 
‘diversity’ and ‘pluralism’ are just euphemisms for what God calls ‘idolatry.’ God doesn’t 
celebrate religious diversity, ‘You shall have no other gods before Me.’”237 
 
In his 2016 book Twilight’s Last Gleaming, Jeffress echoes Barton’s argument that the 
religion clauses in the First Amendment were intended by the founders not to establish 
equal treatment of all religions, but only to prevent the establishment of one Christian 
denomination as the official church.238 
 
Dave Welch 
Dave Welch, a Houston-area minister, is the founder of the U.S. Pastor Council (USPC), 
Texas Pastor Council, and Houston-Area Pastor Council.239 As the Texas Tribune reports, 
there is significant overlap between those three groups: “Welch . . . leads all three groups, 
and the main phone number for the U.S. Pastor Council is a direct line to Welch.”240 Welch 
is probably most widely known for his vigorous opposition to LGBTQ rights, especially his 
role in spearheading the successful effort to defeat the Houston Equal Rights Ordinance, 
which would have given legal protections to LGBTQ persons.241  
 
Welch also frequently sounded Christian Americanist themes in his commentary pieces for 
the conservative web outlet World News Daily (WND) between 2008 and 2010. He opens 
one piece by asking: “How could this nation, founded on the solid foundation of Judeo-
Christian traditions that produced personal freedom, political stability, economic 
prosperity, and cultural unity, slide so far from those roots?”242 In other pieces, he claims 
that “the Bible provided guiding principles to our U.S. Constitution,”243 and declares that 
“we need to turn our nation and government to God and to the Constitution.”244 
 
Welch’s Christian Americanism is also evident in his links to the USPC. A major 
component of the organization is the “AMERICA Plan,” which contains several Christian 
Americanist talking points. The plan claims that the American form of government is 
divinely ordained and contends that “the intentional misapplication of ‘Separation of 
Church and State’ has deceived many and must be refuted by truth.”245 It calls for 
Christians to “understand the legitimate function of government as defined by Scripture 
and proven by history” and to “promot[e] a Biblical standard of morality and virtue into 
[sic] the culture and government.”246 
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Another USPC document, entitled “The Biblical Basis of Government and Civil Involvement,” 
also sounds Christian Americanist themes and echoes Barton in labeling the “wall of 
separation” as a myth. The document claims that the “original intent” of the First Amendment 
“was not an effort to remove religion from public life”; instead, “Our forefathers sought to 
prevent a state-established church from gaining a monopoly over politics, but they did not 
want to take God out of politics.”247 Though no author is listed for this document, one can 
tentatively assume that Welch, as USPC president, authorized its content. 
 
Welch is also associated with the “24-Year Plan,” an effort “To rebuild American civilization 
upon the Foundation of the Principles of the Bible.”248 It is directed by California-based Jay 
Grimstead, who also directs the Coalition for Revival, a network of evangelical leaders who 
seek to “implement the Biblical and Christian Worldiew [sic].”249 The 24-Year Plan’s “New 
Testament goal” is to “brin[g] all of American life in society and state to bow before the feet 
of King Jesus and allow His principles to guide all areas of life as we had operating in early 
America.”250 The plan seeks to mobilize activists to 

work in a systematic, coordinated way to have mature Christian men (who qualify 
to be church elders according to I Tim. 3) completely capture a majority of seats in 
the U. S. Congress and in a majority of at least 40 state legislatures within a stated 
number of years! Until we actually capture a majority of seats in the U. S. Congress 
and in most state legislatures, all we are doing is pleading with godless, unprincipled 
elected officials to please pass some good laws that we Christians can tolerate and all 
the while being completely at their mercy.251 

 
Welch is listed as one of the 24 national elders who will lead the Plan, and his efforts with 
the Houston Area Pastor Council are mentioned as a model of the intended approach.252 
 
John Hagee 
Hagee is founder and senior pastor of Cornerstone Church, a San Antonio megachurch 
that claims 22,000 members,253 and his programs are carried on the Daystar and Trinity 
Broadcasting networks. A Christian Zionist, he is the founder of Christians United for 
Israel, which seeks to “transfor[m] millions of pro-Israel Christians into an educated, 
empowered, and effective force for Israel.”254  
 
Hagee has also occasionally expressed Christian Americanist sentiments. In 2016, he tweeted 
that “we were born a Christian nation. We are still a Christian nation.”255 According to a 
Huffington Post report, Hagee told his audience in a 2012 televised sermon at Cornerstone 
that “this country was not built for atheists nor by atheists” but “by Christian people who 
believed in the word of God.” He further addressed any atheists who might have been 
watching: “If our belief in God offends you, move.”256 In a 2015 Cornerstone Church sermon 
entitled “Can America Survive Until 2017?,” Hagee declared that one reason “America will not 
long endure” is the ongoing process of purging religion from public schools and the public 
square.”257 Barton has also been a featured speaker at Hagee’s church.258  
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Christian Americanist Lawmakers 

While nongovernmental Christian Americanist leaders are comparatively easy to identify 
by their statements and actions, the task of identifying Christian Americanist lawmakers 
presents special challenges. Many Texas politicians, regardless of party, attest to their 
Christian faith; indeed, such professions seem almost de rigueur, especially among Texas 
Republicans. However, lawmakers can be Christians and voice their own Christian identity 
without being Christian Americanists. For instance, Sylvia Garcia, formerly a Democratic 
state senator and now a member of the U.S. House of Representatives, told me that while 
her Roman Catholic faith shapes her life and her politics, she rejects the notion that the 
U.S. is a Christian nation: “We should be a nation of the people, by the people and for the 
people. That means all people, not just ones who share our exact beliefs.”259 For the 
purposes of this study, to count as a Christian Americanist, a lawmaker must do more than 
merely declare affiliation with Christianity. They must make statements and/or advocate 
policies that indicate or at least suggest agreement with all or a substantial part of Christian 
Americanism as defined in this section.  
 
This section profiles six of the most prominent and influential officeholders who meet 
those criteria: U.S. Senator Ted Cruz, U.S. Representative Louie Gohmert, former 
Governor Rick Perry, Governor Greg Abbott, Lieutenant Governor Dan Patrick, and Texas 
Representative Dan Flynn. 
 
It may be surprising that former Texas Governor and U.S. President George W. Bush does 
not appear in this list. After all, as historian Steven K. Green writes, “no modern politician 
drew more allusions to the nation’s religious heritage than did George W. Bush.”260 Indeed, 
historian Richard T. Hughes writes: “As a fundamentalist Christian, Bush—like his 
evangelical and fundamentalist base—thoroughly confused the Christian view of reality 
with the purposes of the United States. After all, from their perspective, the United States 
really was a Christian nation.”261 Since leaving the presidency in 2009, however, Bush has 
largely retired from political life, especially in the realm of Texas politics; thus he falls 
outside the timeframe and scope of this study. 
 
U.S. Senator Ted Cruz 
Rafael Edward “Ted” Cruz has served as the junior senator from Texas since 2013, and he 
also made an unsuccessful bid for the GOP presidential nomination in 2016. Cruz has clear 
ties to the Christian Americanist movement. Besides his association with his father Rafael, 
he has close links to David Barton, who headed one of the “Keep the Promise” super PACs 
supporting Cruz’s 2016 presidential bid. Further, another “Keep the Promise” super PAC 
received millions of dollars in contributions from the Wilks brothers.262 However, Senator 
Cruz’s espousal of Christian Americanism is less explicit than that of his father or Barton. 
Historian John Fea writes that Cruz, being “a good politician . . . knows the theological 
affirmations of his father [or] Barton . . . might be too much for some Americans to 
swallow. He does not use the terms ‘dominionism’ or ‘seven mountains’ when he is 
campaigning. But it is also worth noting that he has never publicly rejected these beliefs.”263 
Indeed, Fea detects a kind of Christian Americanist code in Cruz’s political rhetoric: “When 
Cruz says he wants to ‘reclaim’ or ‘restore’ America, he . . . wants to ‘restore’ the United 
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States to what he believes is its original identity: a Christian nation.”264 Fea argues that 
Barton’s support is key here: “Barton’s work is an important part of Cruz’s larger 
theological and political campaign to take back America . . . If Barton can prove that the 
United States was once a Christian republic, then Cruz will have the historical argument he 
needs to sustain his narrative of American decline.”265 
 
Cruz himself has made use of Christian Americanist rhetoric on several occasions. In the 
epilogue to his father’s 2015 book A Time for Action, the senator writes: “If our nation’s 
leaders are elected by unbelievers, is it any wonder that they do not reflect our values? . . . 
If the body of Christ arises, if Christians simply show up and vote biblical values, we can 
restore our nation.”266 After winning the Iowa primary during his 2016 presidential bid, 
Cruz told a crowd that his win was “a victory for ‘Judeo-Christian values’” on which the 
country was “built.”267 In South Carolina in 2016, he declared: “Our nation was founded 
on Judeo-Christian values. . . . [The] values of life and marriage are under assault, 
religious liberty is under assault, and yet the American people are rising up.”268 And in his 
speech announcing his withdrawal from the 2016 presidential race, Cruz said, “I am not 
suspending our fight to defend the constitution, to defend the Judeo-Christian values that 
built America.”269  
 
Members of his campaign were more forthright in tying the candidate to Christian 
Americanist tenets. As the Christian Post reported, Rafael Cruz said that his son’s campaign 
was “intertwined” with the effort to call the nation back to “Judeo-Christian principles.”270  
 
U.S. Representative Louie Gohmert 
Louis Buller “Louie” Gohmert Jr. has served as U.S. Representative for Texas’ First District 
since 2005.271 He has developed a reputation for making controversial statements, such as 
comparing homosexuality to bestiality and Obama’s presidency to the Nazi regime.272 
 
He has been equally outspoken in promoting Christian Americanism. “This country is 
founded on Christian principles by our founding fathers,” he told a Kilgore group in 
2009.273 In a 2012 radio interview with the Heritage Foundation’s Ernest Istook, Gohmert 
appeared to blame the previous night’s shooting in an Aurora, Colorado movie theatre on 
repeated attacks on Christianity. Furthermore, in a 2015 speech on the floor of the U.S. 
House, Gohmert complained that “groups are attacking our Judeo-Christian heritage, 
trying to rewrite our history, trying to prevent any mention of our Christian heritage,” and 
said that the Supreme Court has “relegated Moses to the ash heap of history.”274 In a 2016 
address at a Longview church, Gohmert declared that “the way for Christians to fight 
against the secularization of America is to start praying,” and that “(President Barack) 
Obama said we weren’t a Christian nation. Well, he’s right. . . .We were.”275  
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Former Texas Governor Rick Perry 
Former U.S. Secretary of Energy Rick Perry served as Texas governor from 2000 to 2015, 
when he was succeeded by Greg Abbott (discussed below). Perry also mounted campaigns 
for the presidency in 2011-12 and 2015. While not as outspokenly and definitively Christian 
Americanist as Cruz or Gohmert, several of Perry’s public statements suggest some degree 
of commitment to the ideology. In a 2011 speech at Liberty University, Perry asked, 
“America is going to be guided by some set of values. The question is going to be, whose 
values?” and further proclaimed that it should be “those Christian values this country was 
based upon.”276 In a presidential campaign ad that same year, Perry said: “I’m not ashamed 
to admit that I’m a Christian, but you don’t need to be in the pew every Sunday to know 
there’s something wrong in this country when gays can serve openly in the military but our 
kids can’t openly celebrate Christmas or pray in school.”277 In 2015, he continued to espouse 
Christian Americanism: “I do believe that the Judeo-Christian values that this country was 
based upon are very much important not only to the history of this country, but the future 
of this country.”278 
 
Several observers have also highlighted Perry’s links to the dominionist movement, 
particularly a branch of Seven Mountains Dominionism called the New Apostolic 
Reformation (NAR).279 As Forrest Wilder reported in 2011, Perry gave “self-proclaimed 
prophets and apostles” of the NAR leading roles in organizing The Response, a prayer rally 
held in Houston that year. NAR-affiliated pastor Tom Schlueter of Arlington, Texas, told 
Wilder that the rally was divinely inspired and that the American government “was 
basically founded on biblical principles.”280 Yet while Perry’s links to NAR figures are 
evident, it remains unclear how far he himself subscribes to NAR thought.  
 
Texas Governor Greg Abbott 
Greg Abbott served as Texas attorney general from 2002 until 2015, when he ascended to 
the governorship. The extent of his adherence to Christian Americanism is more difficult 
to measure than is the case with his more outspokenly Christian Americanist lieutenant 
governor, Dan Patrick (profiled below). Though Abbott occasionally deploys Christian 
Americanist talking points, he tends to be less forthright than Cruz, Gohmert, or Patrick in 
advocating for a Christian nation. 
 
During his 2014 run for the governorship, he told a religious audience: “I believe that we’ve 
seen challenges to the recognition of God in our country as much in the past decade as 
we’ve seen in the preceding 100 years. . . . I think God’s influence on our country is 
threatened like we have never seen before.”281 Two years later at a church visit, Abbott 
described “how Christians are under secular attacks,” and declared that “now, more than 
ever, we need representatives who base their decisions on moral clarity rather than 
political correctness. . . . As long as we build our house on the fortress of God, America will 
never be shaken.”282 On his campaign website, Abbott further touts his record as Texas 
attorney general in defending “the constitutionality of the Ten Commandments on the 
Texas Capitol grounds all the way to the U.S. Supreme Court.”283 He also defended 
religious references in the Pledge of Allegiance the presidential inauguration ceremony.284 
While these comments and stances certainly intersect with Christian Americanist rhetoric, 
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they fall short of an explicit call for a Christian nation and could be read as mere 
expressions of American civil religion. 
 
In a 2015 interview at a “Pastors and Pews” event in Austin, however, Abbott claimed that “the 
values that Christ teaches” were “the values and principles on which this nation [was] founded,” 
and that America has begun to decline because we have departed from those values.285 In the 
following year, the governor ousted a church-state separation group’s holiday display in the 
state Capitol on the grounds that it “mock[ed] our nation’s Judeo-Christian heritage.”286 Such 
statements suggest at least some allegiance to Christian Americanism.  
 
Interestingly, despite his call for “representatives who base their decisions on moral clarity 
rather than political correctness,” Governor Abbott has taken positions that differ from 
those of his denomination, the Roman Catholic Church. A prime example is his attempt to 
block Syrian refugees from resettling in Texas, a position opposed by the Texas 
Conference of Catholic Bishops.287 
 
Lieutenant Governor Dan Patrick 
Dan Patrick has served as Texas lieutenant governor since 2015. He previously worked as a 
conservative talk show host in Houston in the 1990s, and then a state senator from 2006 to 
2015.288 Patrick is a far more outspoken advocate of Christian Americanism than Governor 
Abbott. In a 2012 sermon, he called the idea that the U.S. was not founded on the Bible a 
“myth” spread by the “secular media”; he insisted that the founders built the American 
government “around the Word of God.”289 He noted that “when we let those who try to 
shout us down and take away our rights tell us we are not a Christian nation, we must stand 
[and] we must fight.”290 In a 2014 campaign appearance, he declared that America is a 
Christian nation that politics is about “building the kingdom” for God, and that 
government policy should be “biblically based,” though he also said (somewhat 
paradoxically) that he did not want a theocracy.291 After becoming lieutenant governor, he 
reiterated his claim that the United States was founded on the Bible.292 
 
Patrick has also appeared willing to enact his religious and Christian nationalist beliefs in 
law and public policy. When asked for his top accomplishments as a state senator, Patrick 
noted three achievements: a 2011 measure that required women seeking an abortion first to 
undergo a sonogram, as well as bills that added the words “In God We Trust” above the 
Senate dais and the words “Under God” to the state pledge of allegiance.293 As a state 
senator, he invoked Christian Americanism in his passionate defense of House Bill 2, which 
would have forced the closure of most Texas abortion clinics:294  

I don’t apologize for being pro-life and I don’t apologize for being a Christian, and I 
listen to the word of God on this issue. The Bible tells us we are born in the image of 
God, and I believe when a baby’s life is destroyed we are destroying the image of 
God. . . . If you believe God, how would God vote tonight if he were here? . . . Are we 
a nation that stands for a Judeo-Christian ethic, or are we not? . . . So I’m proud to 
stand and vote for this bill.295 
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Patrick was also a proponent of religious liberty legislation. In 2009 and 2011, he pushed 
for a constitutional amendment that would prevent government from substantially 
burdening persons or religious organizations acting on “sincerely held religious belief.”296 
Neither measure made it out of committee.  
 
As mentioned earlier, Patrick also has close ties with Steve Hotze, who presented the 
lieutenant governor with the “Warrior for Biblical Values” award at a Conservative 
Republicans of Texas event in 2016.297 
 
State Representative Dan Flynn  
While members of the Texas House have relatively little power individually, state 
Representative Dan Flynn (R-Canton), who has served in the House since 2003, is 
noteworthy for his persistent attempts to push legislation drawing on Christian 
Americanist principles. 
 
In the 2011, 2013, 2015, and 2019 legislative sessions, Flynn filed a bill that would effectively 
allow teachers to prominently post the Ten Commandments in classrooms.298 “This is 
necessary to protect teachers who have the desire to establish that the country’s historical 
background is based on Judeo-Christian traditions,” Flynn explained in 2011.299 In 2013, 
Flynn justified the bill in similarly Christian Americanist terms:  

Our country was founded on Judeo Christian principles. The Ten Commandments, 
one of the supreme doctrines of the Christian faith, naturally provided a type of 
moral compass for the men who created and founded the rule of law and 
government for America. From an historical standpoint, a proper understanding of 
the historical importance of these commandments is essential to the necessary 
education of our children.300  

 
And in 2019, Flynn once again explained the need for his bill in Christian Americanist 
terms: “The 10 Commandments were one of the many Judeo-Christian founded 
documents used to help guide our Founding Fathers.”301 Flynn’s measure has so far failed 
to become law. It remains to be seen whether it will have more success in future.302 
 
Another of Flynn’s measures, which he has also defended on Christian Americanist 
grounds, has had greater success. After several failed tries, his “American Laws for 
American Courts” bill—legislation that would prohibit foreign law, especially Muslim 
sharia law, from being applied in U.S. courts—was finally enacted in Texas as HB 45 in 
2017.303 Testifying before a House committee in 2015, Flynn explained that “many of his 
constituents believe American liberties are ‘under attack’ by nefarious foreign influences, 
and need to be assured that American law will continue to be enforced ‘on American 
soil.’”304 He justified his bill in a 2014 email warning supporters of the dangers of “religious 
Islamic law” and claiming that “‘the Judeo Christian heritage we covet and aim to protect is 
under attack.”305  
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Other Legislators  
Several other state legislators may well belong in this list of Christian Americanism in 
Texas. As I will discuss in Section 3, legislation that arguably privileges Christians and/or 
overlaps with the Christian Americanist agenda has been authored by state Representatives 
Dustin Burrows (R-Lubbock), Matt Krause (R-Fort Worth), Phil Stephenson (R-Rosenberg), 
and Bill Zedler (R-Arlington), along with state Senators Charles Perry (R-Lubbock), Brian 
Birdwell (R-Granbury), and Bryan Hughes (R-Mineola). Whether these and other 
conservative officeholders are full Christian Americanists or simply proponents of 
Christian right policies would be a fruitful question for future research. 
 
Summary 

Using Chancey’s definition of Christian Americanism, this section has constructed a 
preliminary “dramatis personae” of Christian Americanism in Texas since 2008, consisting 
of 12 nongovernment activists and six prominent and influential lawmakers. Profiles of 
each figure indicated the degree to which each appears to embrace the ideology and the 
type of influence each exerts. The resulting picture demonstrates just how pervasive 
Christian Americanism is in Texas politics, including the highest levels of state 
government. This section also indicates the variety of ways in which Christian Americanists 
express adherence to the ideology—not only through public statements, sermons, and 
writings, but also through financial donations, mass media, and events bringing together 
pastors and politicians. 
 
The next section examines the different avenues through which Christian Americanist 
activists and officeholders in Texas promote the ideology. 

 
  



Christian Americanism and Texas Politics Since 2008 

 
 

36  

Section 3: Means for Promoting Christian Americanism in Texas 
 
As we have seen, Christian Americanism involves more than historical arguments about the 
original intentions of the founders, and more than mere claims about the past. Christian 
Americanists seek to reshape the present, to “return” Christianity (or at least their 
conservative brand of it) to dominance over law and public policy. To do so, Christian 
Americanists need to spread their ideology, change hearts and minds, and gain followers.  
 
How, then, do the Texas Christian Americanist leaders profiled in Section 2 promulgate the 
ideology and attract followers? As we will see in this section, they employ a wide variety of 
means, including nonprofit organizations, books and other publications, mass media 
outlets, social media, churches, other religio-political gatherings, and—perhaps most 
importantly—legislation. 
 
This section offers a preliminary survey of how Christian Americanists use these means in 
Texas. Though by no means exhaustive, this section maps potential sources of information 
about Christian Americanism in Texas and reveals just how active Christian Americanists 
are in promoting their cause. It also yields a somewhat surprising finding: despite their 
rhetoric asserting Christianity’s right to dominate law and public policy, Christian 
Americanist lawmakers in Texas have filed relatively few pieces of legislation explicitly 
privileging Christianity, though they have offered many other measures that further their 
goal of breaching the wall of separation between church and state. 

 
Nonprofits and PACs 

Several of the figures profiled in Section 2 use 501(c)(3) nonprofits,306 political action 
committees (PACs),307 and super PACs308 to promote Christian Americanist ideas and 
activities.  
 
A few Christian Americanist nonprofits were described in Section 2. In particular, David 
Barton’s WallBuilders develops and offers a variety of materials “to educate the public 
concerning the periods in our country’s history when its laws and policies were firmly 
rooted in Biblical principles.”309 Besides publicizing Barton’s own books, the organization’s 
website offers articles and documents that promote Christian Americanism, and provides 
access to episodes of the “WallBuilders Live!” radio program and podcast (discussed below). 
Two other Christian Americanist-oriented nonprofits, Farris Wilks’ Thirteen Foundation 
and his brother Dan’s Heavenly Father’s Foundation, have made substantial donations to 
Wallbuilders and to David Lane’s American Renewal Project.  
 
Campaign donations, often channeled through PACs and super PACs, constitute another 
way for Christian Americanists to propagate the ideology, and they also serve as an 
important form of Christian Americanist “speech.” The Wilks brothers funded the “Keep 
the Promise” super PAC, headed by David Barton, in support of Ted Cruz’s 2016 
presidential bid. Steve Hotze’s Conservative Republicans of Texas PAC (CRT PAC) and the 
associated Conservative Republicans of Harris Country also donate to Texas political 
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candidates and fund political email efforts, phone banks, polling, and get-out-the-vote 
efforts. In the 2012 election cycle, the CRT PAC not only donated over $47,000 for 
Republican political promotions in Texas, but also gave $50,000 to Donna Campbell’s 
successful campaign to unseat incumbent state Senator Jeff Wentworth (R-Houston); 
Campbell went on to win the senate seat in the general election.310 During the 2016 GOP 
primaries, the CRT PAC spent around $1 million opposing Texas House members Hotze 
believed were blocking anti-transgender legislation.311 It should be noted, however, that the 
CRT PAC also donates to politicians who are not associated with Christian Americanism, 
such as state Representative Dan Huberty, whose campaign received $5,000 from the PAC 
in late 2018.312  
 
Publications 

Books and online publications offer other venues for Christian Americanists to push their 
message. Barton, Beck, and Jeffress, all prolific authors, have made especially heavy use of 
these media. 
 
Many of Barton’s books are published by WallBuilders—in other words, self-published. We 
have already examined The Myth of Separation (1992) and Original Intent (1997) in previous 
sections of this report. In Barton’s controversial The Jefferson Lies: Exposing the Myths You’ve 
Always Believed about Thomas Jefferson (2012), he claims to find evidence that the nation’s 
third president and author of the “wall of separation” metaphor was in fact utterly pro-
Christian throughout his life.313 Additionally, Barton’s WallBuilders website contains an 
extensive library featuring many of Barton’s other writings, historical documents offered in 
support of his Christian Americanist claims, and links to voter guides compiled by 
conservative Christian organizations such as the Christian Coalition and the Family 
Research Council.314 
 
Glenn Beck has authored several works on the New York Times bestseller list. A few of these, 
such as his 2009 Arguing with Idiots (discussed in Section 2), appear to promote Christian 
Americanism. In The Original Argument (2011), Beck writes: “in the beginning, it was God 
who brought us all together. Restoring His place in the country is the first step toward 
restoring the union.”315 
 
Jeffress’ Outrageous Truth (2008) lays out his Christian nationalist arguments, and his 
Twilight’s Last Gleaming (2016) asserts that the founders intended that the U.S. government 
“show a preference for the Christian faith.”316 
 
Although books no longer have the power to shape public opinion they once had given the 
hegemony of social media, the publications of these three authors allow them to lay out 
their Christian Americanist claims and arguments in far more detail than is possible in 
social media posts, mass media appearances, or even sermons and speeches. These works 
thus remain important sources for researchers of Christian Americanism—as well as potent 
tools for promulgating the ideology.  
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Mass Media 

Barton, Beck, and Jeffress also make extensive use of the mass media—especially radio and 
television—to spread the Christian Americanist message.  
 
Barton’s WallBuilders features a radio program and podcast, “WallBuilders Live!,” 
described as “a daily journey into the past to capture the ideas of the Founding Fathers of 
America and then apply them to the major issues of today.”317 Its stated mission is “to 
Educate people of faith with an understanding of the role of faith in our Nation’s history,” 
and to “Empower and Equip them to apply a Biblical Worldview to current events and 
cultural challenges.”318 Hosted by Barton, his son Tim, and former Texas state 
Representative Rick Green, “WallBuilders Live!” gives Barton a platform for his Christian 
Americanist message and features interviews with conservative politicians and activists, 
among them Jeffress, Beck, David Lane, and Ted Cruz.319 Topics have included “Christian 
Nation: When Did This Become A Controversy in America?,” “Christian Heritage Yet 
Ungodly Policies,” “The U.S. Constitution—Refuting the Living Document Argument,” 
“Immigration Handled The Biblical Way,” and “Presidents Ranked Based On Their Faith In 
Christ.”320 According to the WallBuilders website, the program is carried by nearly 300 
radio stations.321 Episodes are also available from the WallBuilders website as well as 
podcast sources such as iTunes and TuneIn. 
 
 Christian Americanist talking points also appear on Beck’s “TheBlaze” television and radio 
programs.322 For example, in 2017 Beck, objecting to California Senator Dianne Feinstein’s 
statement to a judicial nominee that “the dogma lives loudly within you,” contended that 
Christian dogma “‘lived loudly’ with all of our founders. It lived loudly in Abraham 
Lincoln,” Beck said, adding that “the increasingly hostile attitude toward faith” constitutes a 
“danger.”323 Furthermore, Beck has often devoted entire episodes to extended 
conversations with David Barton. 
 
Jeffress is a Fox News contributor. According to his website, he has made “more than 2,000 
guest appearances” on radio and television programs, including Fox News Channel’s “Fox 
and Friends,” “Hannity,” and “Lou Dobbs Tonight.”324 Jeffress also has his own mass media 
outlet, the Pathway to Victory (PTV) radio and television ministry, established in 1996. The 
daily PTV radio program is carried by more than 900 U.S. radio stations, and the television 
version airs on Christian networks Daystar and Trinity Broadcasting Network.325 While 
most PTV episodes deal with pastoral issues, one episode was devoted to Jeffress’ 2017 
Dallas sermon proclaiming the U.S. “a Christian Nation.”326 
 
Social Media 

Barton’s WallBuilders also has an active presence on social media. As of February 2020, the 
WallBuilders Facebook site had nearly 180,000 follows,327 and its Twitter feed had nearly 
32,000 followers.328 One WallBuilders tweet defends the use of the Bible in public 
schools329 and another advertises a Trinity Broadcasting Network program in which Barton 
and his son Tim claim to reveal the nation’s biblical and religious founding.330  
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Beck has an even more impressive social media presence: as of February 2020, his Twitter 
feed had over 1.2 million followers,331 his Facebook site over 2.7 million followers,332 and 
“TheBlaze” Facebook feed over 2 million followers.333 Beck uses these social media 
platforms to offer his conservative take on various issues and to direct followers to episodes 
of “TheBlaze.” In 2016, he used Facebook to publicize programs on religious liberty and 
the “foundations of freedom,” featuring conversations with David Barton and programs 
arguing that the U.S. was founded as a Christian nation.334  
 
Jeffress is also active on social media, with over 217,000 Facebook followers as of February 
2020.335 He occasionally uses the site to spread Christian Americanist messages. For 
instance, on February 18, 2019, he posted an image of the Statue of Liberty emblazoned 
with the quote, “Our country was founded as a Christian Nation”; the post had received 
over 2,800 “likes” by the following day.336 On January 8, 2019, he posted: “The Constitution 
must be upheld, and amended as necessary, on the basis of God’s eternal law.”337 
 
Social media posts allow Barton, Beck, and Jeffress to spread the Christian Americanist 
message to thousands of people who might never have read their books or heard their 
sermons. Christian Americanist use of this media form deserves further investigation.  
 
Churches 

As one might expect, churches, particularly conservative evangelical ones, are a prime 
venue for spreading the Christian Americanist message. I have previously mentioned 
Jeffress’ 2017 and 2018 First Baptist Dallas sermons proclaiming America as a Christian 
nation. Barton frequently presents Christian Americanist talks at churches. Take, for 
example, his 2016 talk at Sojourn Church in Carrollton, Texas. Beginning with a 
discussion of the protection of religious conscience in U.S. history, Barton gradually 
builds to a claim that America is a Christian nation whose civil government is built upon 
Christian principles.338  
 
Itinerant minister Rafael Cruz has been especially active in promoting the Christian 
Americanist message at churches around Texas. In October 2018, Cruz spoke at View 
Baptist Church in Abilene, telling the congregation that “America is the only country on 
the face of the earth that was founded as a Christian country,” and that “Americans have a 
responsibility . . . to elect candidates who uphold the principles on which the nation was 
founded.”339 That same month, Cruz spoke at Generations Church in Granbury, Texas, 
where he repeated the claim that America alone “was founded as a Christian nation.”340 He 
gave a similar sermon the following month at First Baptist Texarkana.341 
 
Other Religious and Religio-Political Gatherings 

National and regional gatherings are another means by which nongovernmental activists 
and political figures spread the Christian Americanist message. 
 
The “Pastors and Pews” events, organized by David Lane’s American Renewal Project, have 
brought pastors together with right-wing politicians around the country since the 1990s.342 
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The left-leaning Texas Freedom Network reports that Lane’s Texas Renewal Project 
(originally The Texas Restoration Project) offers free lodging and meals for pastors and 
their spouses, enabling them to hear Christian Americanist messages from religious right 
leaders such as Rick Perry, Greg Abbott, Ted Cruz, Rafael Cruz, and David Barton.343 
 
As noted in Section 2, Rick Perry worked with members of the dominionist New Apostolic 
Reformation movement to organize a 2011 Houston gathering, The Response. The event 
drew an estimated crowd of 30,000.344 The Mississippi-based fundamentalist Christian 
American Family Association (AFA)—which has been labeled a hate group by the Southern 
Poverty Law Center345 and has called for legislation making the Bible mandatory in 
congressional swearing-in ceremonies346—reportedly donated $1 million to fund the 
event.347 Speakers included Perry himself and Pastor John Hagee.348 
 
In 2015, Steve Hotze and his Conservative Republicans of Texas partner Jared Woodfill 
organized a “Faith Family Freedom Tour” of seven Texas cities, featuring several speakers 
including David Barton and Hotze himself. Publicity for the tour offered this rationale: 

“Enough is Enough!” One need only look around and see that our country is being 
radically changed by the left. . . . We must stand on our faith and boldly defend our 
religious liberties, our Constitutional freedoms, and our Judeo Christian [sic] 
heritage. We have a duty to protect our children and our grandchildren from a 
political movement that stands for abortion, redefines marriage and removes God 
from the public arena.349 

 
Gatherings of local Republican organizations and right-wing interest groups are another 
means of spreading the Christian Americanist message. For instance, Rafael Cruz spoke to 
the Texas Home Schooling Coalition Gala in October 2017,350 the Hopkins County 
Republican Club in September 2018,351 the Star Republican Women’s meeting in 
Horseshoe Bay in September 2018,352 and a STAR Republicans gathering in Frisco, Texas in 
December 2018.353 Such gatherings offer a means to build grassroots support for Christian 
Americanism across the state.  
 
Legislation 

At the heart of Christian Americanism is the effort to give conservative Christianity 
preferential treatment in law and public policy. Accordingly, one might expect Christian 
Americanist lawmakers in Texas to push legislation explicitly privileging Christianity. It is 
therefore quite remarkable that relatively few such measures have been filed in recent 
years, let alone become law. Nonetheless, many other measures have been filed that, while 
not explicitly privileging Christianity, do advance Christian Americanists’ goal of breaching 
the wall of church-state separation. If successful, these measures could open the way for 
more explicitly Christian law and policy in the future. 
 
In a search of legislation filed in regular session from 2009354 through 2019, I have found 
only five examples of legislation that would explicitly privilege the “Judeo-Christian 
heritage” trumpeted by Christian Americanists.355 First, state Representative Dan Flynn has 
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filed bills in several sessions that would allow teachers to prominently post the Ten 
Commandments in classrooms.356 Flynn has justified this legislation on Christian 
Americanist grounds, as needed “to protect teachers who have the desire to establish that 
the country’s historical background is based on Judeo-Christian traditions.”357 So far, 
however, Flynn’s measure has not made it into law.  
 
Second, HB 1815, filed by state Representative Dustin Burrows (R-Lubbock) in the 2015 
regular session, would have prohibited school districts from taking adverse employment 
action against teachers “based on the teacher’s instruction to students about the Bible,” 
provided that instruction is in accord “with the United States Constitution, federal law, the 
Texas Constitution, and state law.” Burrows’ bill did not make it out of committee.358 
 
Two more measures, both likewise unsuccessful, would have expanded instruction about 
the Hebrew Bible and New Testament in public schools. Since the 2009-10 school year, 
Texas public schools have been allowed to offer an elective on these Jewish and Christian 
scriptures for grades nine and above.359 HB 3119, filed by state Representative James 
Landtroop (R-Lubbock) in 2011, would have made such electives available to middle school 
students as well.360 The far more sweeping SB 2090, filed in 2019 by state Senator Bryan 
Hughes (R-Mineola), would have required that instruction on the Bible be included in public 
school English classes.361 
 
Finally, HCR 17, a resolution filed by state Representative Phil Stephenson (R-Rosenberg) 
in the 2019 regular session, would have put the legislature on record as supporting 
“displays of the Ten Commandments in public educational institutions and other 
government buildings.”362 Like the other measures mentioned here, Stephenson’s 
resolution did not make it into law.  
 
Still, though legislators have offered few bills explicitly privileging Christianity or the 
“Judeo-Christian tradition,” many other measures filed over the past decade have 
advanced Christian Americanism’s goal of breaching the wall of church-state separation. 
They do so, however, in terms of religion generally rather than Christianity (or the 
“Judeo-Christian tradition”) specifically. While many of these measures were 
unsuccessful, a few have become law. 
 
HB 308, authored by state Representative Dwayne Bohac (R-Houston) and signed into law 
in 2013, allows public schools to display Christmas scenes and symbols, provided the 
school also displays scenes or symbols of more than one religion, or one religion and at 
least one secular scene or symbol. It also allows students to say “Merry Christmas” and 
“Happy Hanukkah,” as well as “happy holidays.”363  
 
Four other legislative examples were less successful. In 2015, state Representative Debbie 
Riddle’s (R-Houston) HJR 65 proposed a constitutional amendment prohibiting 
government control or interference with “a student’s voluntary expression of a religious 
viewpoint at a school event or graduation ceremony.”364 In 2017, HB 735, by state 
Representative Scott Sanford (R-McKinney), would have allowed “school districts, 
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employees of a school district, and students . . . to display references or quote versus [sic] 
from religious texts which are celebrated during time of historic and/or optional 
holidays.”365 In 2019, two measures, HB 2216 by state Representative Kyle Biedermann (R-
Fredericksburg) and SB 679 by state Senator Bob Hall (R-Edgewood), would have required 
state government buildings to prominently display the national motto, “In God We 
Trust.”366 Another 2019 bill, HB 4151 by state Representative Mayes Middleton (R-
Wallisville), would have allowed public school boards to require a period of prayer before 
athletic events and after students recite the Pledge of Allegiance.367 None of these bills 
made it out of committee.  
 
Flynn had more success with his “American Laws for American Courts” (ALAC) legislation, 
which he justified on Christian Americanist grounds. Though Flynn’s ALAC measures 
failed in the 2013 and 2015 legislative sessions, a resurrected version passed in 2017 and was 
signed into law by Governor Abbott.368  
 
Additionally, many Texas legislators have sought to carve out so-called “religious liberty” 
exemptions that would permit individuals and persons in certain professions to 
discriminate on the grounds of “sincerely held religious belief.” Such measures have 
become increasingly common across the United States since the Supreme Court’s 2015 
Obergefell v. Hodges decision legalized same-sex marriage. Strictly speaking, “religious 
liberty” measures are not Christian Americanist; yet it is no accident that they are heavily 
promoted by Christian Americanists. As historian John Fea notes, in the wake of that 
decision, “GOP politicians and the leaders of the Christian Right began preaching the 
importance of religious liberty as an essential part of the American founding.”369 Fea notes 
that “this use of religious freedom by conservative politicians and Christian cultural 
warriors appears to be little more than a clever new way of asserting Christian 
nationalism,” since “very few Christian Right defenders of religious liberty have come out 
strongly in support of the religious liberty of Muslims or other non-Christian groups.”370 
The Trump administration, which has close ties to Christian Americanists like Jeffress and 
Patrick, has given favorable treatment to “religious liberty” exemptions in anti-
discrimination cases, prompting critics to argue that the federal government is creating “a 
license to discriminate against the LGBTQ community and others.”371 “Religious liberty” 
carve-outs are also a major focus of Project Blitz, which is a nationwide effort to push state 
legislatures to promote conservative Christian values, especially regarding marriage and 
sexuality, as described in Section 1.372 
 
A raft of “religious liberty” measures—many bearing a close resemblance to Project Blitz 
model legislation373—were filed in the 2019 regular session of the Texas legislature. For 
instance, SB 17 by state Senator Charles Perry (R-Lubbock), would have prohibited 
discrimination against occupational license applicants/holders who deny service on 
grounds of “sincerely held religious belief”; the language of this bill closely resembles that 
of a Project Blitz model called the “Licensed Professional Civil Rights Act.”374 Perry’s 
measure passed the Senate, but died in the House. State Senator Bob Hall’s (R-Edgewood) 
SB 85 would have allowed members of the counseling profession to refuse service on the 
grounds of religious belief, while state Representative Tom Oliverson’s (R-Cypress) HB 
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2892 and state Senator Lois Kolkhorst’s (R-Brenham) SB 1107 would have extended similar 
rights of refusal to health care providers.375 Furthermore, state Senator Brian Birdwell’s (R-
Granbury) SB 1009 would have allowed those authorized to perform weddings to recuse 
themselves on grounds of religious belief.376 All of the aforementioned bills would have 
implicitly permitted religion-based discrimination by state license holders against LGBTQ 
persons and, potentially, other groups. However, none of these measures made it into law. 
 
Even more sweeping in scope, HB 3172 by state Representative Matt Krause (R-Fort Worth) 
would have prohibited government entities from taking “adverse action against any 
person” based on that person’s “sincerely held religious belief.”377 A similarly broad-brush 
“religious liberty” bill, HB 1035 by state Representative Bill Zedler (R-Arlington), would 
have prohibited “government discrimination” against any person on grounds of “sincerely 
held religious beliefs or moral convictions” about marriage and gender identity.378 Both 
bills would have allowed for widespread religion-based discrimination against LGBTQ 
persons and, potentially, other groups. Again, these measures did not become law. 
 
Summary 

It should be clear from this preliminary survey that Christian Americanists in Texas 
actively use many different means to promulgate their ideology, including nonprofits, 
books, and religious and religio-political gatherings. Yet their use of legislation, which 
should be their most potent means of privileging conservative Christianity and the “Judeo-
Christian tradition,” remains something of a puzzle, since few measures explicitly favoring 
Christianity have been filed in the past decade. Instead, Christian Americanist lawmakers 
have promoted bills that advance Christian Americanism’s goal of weakening church-state 
separation, but do so in terms of religion generally. I will consider some possible 
explanations for this phenomenon in the final section. 
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Section 4: Concluding Thoughts and Directions for Further Research 
 
Though the findings presented in this report are preliminary, they clearly show how 
pervasive Christian Americanism is on the Texas political scene, reaching the highest levels 
of state government. These findings also demonstrate that Christian Americanists in Texas 
employ a wide variety of means to promulgate the ideology, ranging from public 
statements, sermons, and writings, to financial donations, mass media, events, and 
legislation. Christian Americanism is quite evidently an ideology and a movement of 
considerable significance in the state. Moreover, the push for conservative Christian 
dominance does not appear to be losing power or influence, even as Christians decline as a 
share of the U.S. population.379 
 
Several issues merit further study. For instance, does the standard for identifying Christian 
Americanist activists and lawmakers used in Section 2 adequately encompass adherents of 
the ideology, or does it overlook activists and politicians who should be included? What is 
the relationship between nongovernmental activists and Christian Americanist 
officeholders? How effective are the various means Christian Americanists deploy to 
promulgate their ideology?  
 
One finding that merits further investigation is the surprising paucity of legislation filed 
between 2009 and 2019 that would explicitly privilege Christianity in law and public policy. 
Given the core Christian Americanist contention that Christianity has historically had 
privileged legal status in the U.S. and should have it today, one would expect to see 
sympathetic legislators introduce bills giving preferential treatment to Christianity or the 
“Judeo-Christian heritage.” Despite a few scattered counterexamples, it appears that in 
Texas, Christian Americanism has seldom been deployed in such an explicit way 
legislatively, at least since 2009. Instead, sympathetic legislators have filed myriad bills 
that, though not explicitly pro-Christian, would arguably advance the Christian 
Americanist agenda. These include measures requiring biblical instruction in public 
schools and allowing school prayer, as well as “religious liberty” legislation. These bills are 
couched, however, in terms of protecting religion generally (for instance, shielding persons 
who act according to “sincerely held religious beliefs”), rather than Christianity (or the 
“Judeo-Christian tradition”) explicitly. 
 
Again, these are preliminary findings; they need to be confirmed through an exhaustive 
search of legislation filed since 2008 (the period of research for the present study) and an 
examination of public testimony given in support of that legislation (e.g., committee 
testimony and floor debates). But if these findings hold up to further scrutiny, then 
explanation is needed for the apparent disconnect between (a) the public comments 
asserting the nation’s essentially Christian character, and (b) the rarity of legislation 
expressly privileging Christian belief and practice. Answering this question would get at 
the function of Christian Americanism and the purpose it serves in Texas politics. That is, 
does Christian Americanism function primarily as a legislative agenda, or does its main 
function lie elsewhere? 
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One obvious obstacle to explicitly Christian legislation is the First Amendment’s 
establishment clause and the numerous court decisions that prohibit privileging one 
religion or denomination over others.380 Explicitly pro-Christian measures of the sort 
suggested by Christian Americanist rhetoric would almost certainly be vulnerable to court 
challenge, and that prospect might make legislators think twice before introducing such 
legislation. Yet the likelihood of a court challenge has not stopped Texas lawmakers from 
enacting controversial legislation, including measures that virtually invite court challenges. 
For example, the 2017 Omnibus Abortion bill, SB-8, required that all fetal remains be 
cremated or interred, regardless of the mother’s wishes. A federal judge struck down this 
provision in 2018.381  
 
So why have Christian Americanist lawmakers in Texas apparently not followed through on 
their rhetoric with legislation that would give Christianity preferential treatment? 
Furthermore, does the apparent lack of legislative follow-through call into question Christian 
Americanism’s effectiveness, and thus its salience, as a political movement? There are at least 
three explanatory hypotheses that merit testing. They are not mutually exclusive.  
 
Hypothesis 1 is that lawmakers rely on a de facto division of labor between state and 
church to push the Christian Americanist agenda. In order to shield pro-Christian 
legislation from court challenges, Christian Americanist lawmakers tend to avoid using 
explicitly Christian language in legislation or using Christian beliefs to justify the legislation 
they support. Instead, the task of connecting legislation with conservative Christian beliefs 
is left to Christian Americanist activists outside government.382  
 
Hypothesis 2 holds that Christian Americanists are playing the long game, taking an 
incremental approach to breaking down church-state separation and privileging 
conservative Christianity. “Religious liberty” laws, even without explicitly pro-Christian 
language or elements, set legal precedents that could pave the way for more explicitly 
Christian-preferential legislation in the future. The Project Blitz legislative playbook for 
2018-19 appears to suggest that something of the sort may be at work. In discussing a 
model bill that would require “In God We Trust” to be prominently displayed in 
government buildings, the playbook’s authors note that such a measure “can have 
enormous impact. Even if it does not become law, it can still provide the basis to shore up 
later support for other governmental entities to support religious displays.”383 The 
document points to “In God We Trust” legislation passed by the U.S. House in 2011, and 
claims that though it never became law, “it still had a significant ripple effect on subsequent 
measures, policies, and agency actions.”384 According to Hypothesis 2, then, Christian 
Americanist legislative activity is not restricted to legislation that explicitly privileges 
conservative Christianity. Instead, it encompasses measures that promote the broader 
Christian Americanist agenda, including school prayer and legal shielding of those who 
discriminate on religious grounds. 
 
Hypothesis 3 is that Christian Americanism functions in Texas politics primarily as a 
symbolic boundary, and only secondarily as a political program or a legislative agenda. 
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Thus, the “boundary work”385 done by politicians’ use of Christian Americanist rhetoric is 
as much the “point” as any actual legislation. 
 
Symbolic boundaries, sociologist Kyle Puetz writes, are “demarcations that distinguish one 
set of persons, groups, objects, and/or other social entities from another such set.”386 As 
Rico Neumann and Patricia Moy explain, such boundaries “conceptually categorize 
individuals or communities . . . creating in-groups and out-groups to draw lines between 
those who are welcome and those who are not welcome to be part of a community or, 
more broadly, society. Symbolic boundaries are identity-shaping and used by individuals 
to separate ‘us’ from ‘them,’ the in-group from the out-group.”387  
 
According to Hypothesis 3, Christian Americanist rhetoric serves to define who is a “real” 
American and who is not, whose voices count in political discourse, and whose values 
deserve to be enacted in law and public policy. As Whitehead and Perry note, embracing 
Christian Americanism “provides the cultural materials used to build walls around 
American identity, walls that exclude ethnic and religious outsiders,” and walls that 
establish “native- born, white, Christians” as the only “real” Americans.”388 The use of 
Christian Americanist rhetoric by politicians such as Ted Cruz and Dan Patrick gives them 
a way to identify themselves as one of “us,” defenders of the nation’s alleged Christian 
essence, rather than one of “them,” separationists, secularists, liberals (including liberal 
Christians), non-Christians, and so on. More importantly, Christian Americanist rhetoric 
also serves to affirm and reinforce conservative Christians’ own sense of identity and moral 
superiority. In this sense, it functions in much the same way as Donald Trump’s rhetoric 
with respect to white working-class Americans in the 2016 presidential campaign. As 
Lamont, Park, and Ayala-Hurtado find, in his campaign speeches, Trump tapped into 
symbolic boundaries already recognized by white working-class Americans, “legitimizing 
the view that workers had of their superior position in American society.”389 In this respect, 
Trump illustrates a general phenomenon identified by Lamont, Park, and Ayala-Hurtado: 
leading politicians act as “influential cultural intermediaries” whose “boundary work has 
the potential to resonate with voters’ frustrations and sense of moral worth, as well as with 
the boundaries they draw toward other groups on these bases.”390 
 
According to Hypothesis 3, Texas politicians’ use of Christian Americanist rhetoric creates 
boundaries for Texas Christians similar to the way Trump’s rhetoric helped define and 
consolidate white working-class voters. Consequently, the apparent lack of legislative 
follow-through does not mean that Christian Americanism is ineffective or politically 
insignificant. Rather, Christian Americanist rhetoric is, in a sense, an end in itself, alongside 
the goal of implementing pro-Christian legislation and policy. This hypothesis could also 
account for the fact (noted in Section 2) that Texas politicians who deploy Christian 
Americanist rhetoric are often vague about how they would translate biblical teachings or 
“Judeo-Christian values” into public policy. Such specifics are not necessary to affirm and 
reinforce the symbolic boundaries Christian Americanists construct. 
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To test each of these hypotheses, it will be necessary not only to further investigate 
legislation, public testimony, and nongovernmental supporters’ remarks, but also to 
interview Christian Americanist activists and lawmakers themselves.391 Although many 
Christian Americanist politicians, and perhaps some nongovernmental activists, may be 
reluctant to detail how they would turn their vision of a Christian America into law and 
public policy, in-depth interviews could help to tease out the motivations behind and 
reasons for the apparent disconnect between Christian Americanist rhetoric and legislative 
activity. It would be quite interesting to learn whether lawmakers and activists recognize 
that disconnect, and if so, how they account for it.  
 
Whatever the merits and limitations of these hypotheses, Christian Americanism is a force 
to be reckoned with on the Texas political landscape. Further investigation of the ideology 
and the movement is essential if we wish to gain a clearer understanding of politics in 
Texas, and of the relationship between religion and politics generally. 
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An appendix with a detailed annotated bibliography for this research is available at: 
https://doi.org/10.25613/0ssp-2x65 
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