
 

 

 

 

THE JAMES A. BAKER III INSTITUTE FOR PUBLIC POLICY 

RICE UNIVERSITY 

 
The mission of the Baker Institute is to help bridge the gap between the theory and 
practice of public policy by drawing together experts from academia, government, 
media, business and nongovernmental organizations. By involving policymakers and 
scholars, as well as students (tomorrow’s policymakers and scholars), the institute seeks 
to improve the debate on selected public policy issues and to make a difference in the 
formulation, implementation, and evaluation of public policy, both domestic and 
international. The Baker Institute is an integral part of Rice University, one of the 
nation’s most distinguished institutions of higher education. The efforts of Baker 
Institute fellows and affiliated Rice faculty focus on several ongoing research projects, 
details of which can be found on the institute’s Web site, http://bakerinstitute.org.  
 
 

 
THE BAKER INSTITUTE ENERGY FORUM  

Located in Houston, Texas, the energy capital of the world, the Baker Institute has 
created a multifaceted program designed to promote original, forward-looking 
discussion and research on the energy-related challenges facing our society in the 21st 
century. The mission of the Energy Forum is to shed light on important trends—both 
regional and global—that shape the nature of global energy markets and influence the 
quantity and security of vital supplies needed to fuel world economic growth and 
prosperity. Our choice of the word “forum” is deliberate. It reflects our goal to serve 
as a focal point for the exchange of ideas on how to improve understanding of the 
complex political, cultural, religious, economic, and social forces that influence open 
access to energy resources and their equitable distribution.  

 
THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE  

Over the course of its 100-year history, the American Jewish Committee (AJC) has 
worked to safeguard minorities; fight terrorism, anti-Semitism, hatred, and bigotry; 
pursue social justice; advance human dignity; support Israel's right to exist in peace 
and security; defend religious freedom and provide humanitarian relief to those in 
need.  Through innovative programs, education, research, and extensive diplomatic 
outreach and advocacy, AJC works to advance freedom, liberty, tolerance and mutual 
respect. Please visit the Web site at www.ajc.org for more information. 
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Amy Myers Jaffe is the Wallace S. Wilson Fellow in Energy Studies at the James A. 
Baker III Institute for Public Policy and associate director of the Rice University 
energy program. Her research focuses on the subject of oil geopolitics, strategic energy 
policy including energy science policy and energy economics. Jaffe is widely published 
in academic journals and numerous book volumes and served as co-editor of Energy 
in the Caspian Region: Present and Future (Palgrave, 2002) and Natural Gas and 
Geopolitics: From 1970 to 2040 (Cambridge University Press, 2006). She served as a 
member of the reconstruction and economy working group of the Baker/Hamilton 
Iraq Study Group and as project director for the Baker Institute/Council on Foreign 
Relations task force on Strategic Energy Policy. She was among Esquire Magazine’s 
100 Best and Brightest honorees in the contribution to society category in 
2005. Prior to joining the Baker Institute, Jaffe was the senior editor and Middle East 
analyst for Petroleum Intelligence Weekly, a respected oil journal. She received her 
bachelor’s degree in Arabic studies from Princeton University.  
 
 
 
David Kahne serves on AJC's executive committee and chairs the domestic affairs 
committee that has initiated programs on separation of church and state, public 
education and tonight's energy forum. A lawyer in private practice, his practice 
focuses on constitutional law, civil and property rights. This includes freedom of 
speech and discrimination; housing rights, such as for persons with disabilities and 
homeowners in associations; and protecting small businesses, landowners, poor 
people, and environmentalists from arbitrary government action. Kahne graduated 
with honors from Harvard Law School (1984), and clerked for Justice Handler (N.J. 
Supreme Court) and Chief Judge Fullam (E.D.Pa.).  He recently authored "A Bill of 
Rights for Homeowners in Associations:  Basic Principles of Consumer Protection 
and Sample Model Statute" (AARP 2006).  
 
 
 
Richard Sears is Royal Dutch Shell's vice president for exploration and deepwater 
technical evaluation. Sears has also recently joined M.I.T.'s Laboratory for Energy and 
the Environment (LFEE) as a visiting scientist. This three-year appointment, a first 
for the company, will strengthen ties between the M.I.T. and Shell research 
communities and enhance opportunities for developing innovative solutions to the 
world's mounting energy problems. Sears has significant domestic and international 
experience in oil and gas exploration and discovery, and he is a leading expert in the 
search for and development of new hydrocarbon resources in the deep ocean (water 
depths of more than 500 meters). Since joining Shell in 1976, he has held technical 
and management positions in the United States and Europe. 
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Gal Luft is executive director of the Institute for the Analysis of Global Security 
(IAGS) and co-chair of the Set America Free Coalition, an alliance of national 
security, environmental, labor and religious groups promoting ways to reduce 
America's dependence on foreign oil. Luft assesses alternative sources of energy and 
specializes in strategy, geopolitics, terrorism, Middle East and energy security. 
Newsweek called him a “tireless and independent advocate of energy security.” Luft has 
published numerous studies and articles on security and energy issues in various 
newspapers and publications such as Foreign Affairs, The American Interest, 
Commentary Magazine, Middle East Quarterly, Los Angeles Times, The Washington 
Post and The Wall Street Journal. He appears frequently in the media and consults to 
various think tanks and news organizations worldwide. Luft has testified before 
committees of the U.S. Congress, including Senate Foreign Relations, House 
International Relations, House Science and the U.S.-China Economic and Security 
Review Commission. He is a board member of the Center for Energy Defence and a 
member of the Society of Industry Leaders, the Committee on the Present Danger 
and other nonprofit groups. He holds degrees in international relations, international 
economics, Middle East studies and strategic studies and a doctorate in strategic 
studies from the Paul H. Nitze School of Advanced International Studies (SAIS), 
Johns Hopkins University. 

 

 

 

Terry Hallmark began his career more than 20 years ago with IHS (then 
Petroconsultants). Prior to joining IHS, he was a research assistant at the Claremont 
Institute for the Study of Statesmanship and Political Philosophy in California. He 
has served as an advisor to international oil and gas exploration companies, financial 
institutions and governmental agencies. Though his diverse client roster he has 
developed considerable global experience. A recognized expert in the field, Hallmark 
has lectured at several international industry forums and universities on political risk 
assessment and has written for several high-profile industry publications, including 
Petroleum Economist, Offshore Magazine and American Oil and Gas Reporter. He has 
also contributed to “The Handbook of Country and Political Risk Analysis,” which 
provides an overview of political risk assessment methodologies. Based in Houston, 
Hallmark leads the political risk and policy assessment division at IHS. His expertise 
in geopolitics, energy security and the “above ground risks” facing oil and gas 
exploration companies has culminated in an impressive record of accurately 
predicting future political events and contingencies.  
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