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SOURCES FOR BRAZILIAN NEWS AND INFORMATION 
ABOUT CURRENT NATIONAL AFFAIRS INCLUDE:* 
 

O Estado de São Paulo
http://www.estado.com/br

O Globo
http://www.oglobo.globo.com/

Correio Brasiliense
http://www.correioweb.com.br/

Estado de Minas
http://www.estaminas.com.br/em.htm

Folha de São Paulo
http://www.folha.uol.com.br

Zero Hora
http://www.zh.clicrbs.com.br/

Jornal do Comércio
http://jc.uol.com.br/

Gazeta Mercantil
http://www.investnews.net/

Jornal do Brasil
http://jbonline.terra.com.br/

Valor Econômico
http://www.valoronline.com.br/

Diário do Nordeste
http://diariodonordeste.globo.com/

Jornal da Tarde
http://www.jt.com.br

O Diário do Grande ABC
http://www.dgabc.com.br/

Info Brazil
http://infobrazil.com

Últimas Notícias
http://noticias.uol.com.br/

Brasil-Post
http://www.brasilpost.com.br/

O Nacional
http://www.onacional.com.br/

*Sources: Latin American Network Information Center
 http://lanic.utexas.edu/la/brazil/
 Embassy of Brazil
 http://www.brasilemb.org/

The Organization of American States (OAS) and the James A. 
Baker III Institute for Public Policy of Rice University are pleased 
to release the third Americas Project (AP) Newsletter. The goals con-
tinue to be to stay in touch with our AP fellows, keep abreast 
of their current activities, and remain informed on the develop-
ments in their representative countries. With this third issue, the 
focus is on the AP fellows from Brazil. Throughout the history 
of the AP, Brazil’s fellows have been active participants. The fol-
lowing provides current information on the six Brazilian fellows 
we’ve had so far. 

It is also a pleasure to announce that fellows from seven gen-
erations of the Americas Project will be reuniting at the Baker 
Institute in Houston, Texas, in 2007. The date has yet to be de-
termined. The reunion will feature several keynote speakers who 
will focus on leadership and strengthening U.S.–Latin American 
relations.

Please stay in touch and give us any feedback that could help 
improve our AP Newsletter. 

Un abrazo and all the best—

Erika de la Garza
Program Coordinator,
Americas Project and
Program Director,
the Latin American Initiative
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Sergio Presta is a senior associate at Mauricio de Albuquer-
que & Antonio Mário Pinto Lawyers. He serves as the vice 
president of the Special Council of Young Executives (CEJE) 
in Pernambuco, Brazil, and also as the executive director of 
the Lawyers Enterprises Association of Pernambuco. Presta 
studied law at the Penambuco State Catholic University and 
has been planning to pursue graduate studies in business at 
Universidad de Madrid in Spain.  

sergio presta 1998

avelino@fgvsp.br

George Avelino Filho is a professor of economics at Fun-
dacao Getulio Vargas de Sao Paulo, the most prestigious 
business school in Brazil. Trained at Stanford University, 
Avelino focuses his work on the comparative effects of polit-
ical institutions on public spending. While at Stanford, he 
served as coordinator of the Brazil Working Group at the 
Center for Latin American Studies. Avelino often consults 
for the Brazilian government.  

george avelino filho  2000

daniel a. sabsay  1998

afalconer@ciblis.net

Andres Pablo Falconer is executive director of the Brazilian 
Association for Leadership Development, an NGO associated 
with LEAD International. LEAD (Leadership for Environ-
mental Development) is an international civil society network 
that promotes sustainable development through capacity de-
velopment and networking of people and organizations in 
more than 70 countries. He holds a master’s degree in man-
agement from the University of Sao Paulo, and was a fellow at 
the Johns Hopkins Center for Civil Society Studies. He teach-
es civil society and nonprofit management at the university. 
Falconer previously coordinated the Center for Third Sector 
Management Studies (CEATS-USP) and has been actively en-
gaged in the field of civil society as a researcher, consultant, 
teacher, executive, and citizen for more than 10 years.  

andres pablo falconer      2004

The many faces of brazil 

Clockwise from top left:
1. Copacabana Beach, Rio de Janeiro.
2. Dancer of the Rio Carnival.
3. Iguazú Falls, Paraná.
4. Dunes at Lençóis Maranhenses National Park.
5. Christ the Redeemer above Rio de Janeiro.
6. Boat traveling the river in the Ariaú Jungle.
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taniabrgs@hotmail.com

Tania Callado Borges is a Brazilian attorney who has dedi-
cated her legal career to advise the private sector in Sao 
Paulo on international trade issues. She studied law at the 
University of Sao Paulo and has a master’s degree in inte-
gration of Latin America from the same institution.  

tania callado borges 2002

achirano@usp.br

Ana Carolina Yoshida Hirano is a partner at the law firm 
Padovani e Hirano Advogadas Associadas. She is particu-
larly active in the firm’s activities in helping develop social 
investment projects. Hirano is also administrative manager 
of an NGO dedicated to the support and personal develop-
ment of children and adolescents. While a student at the 
University of Sao Paulo’s law school, Hirano worked as the 
elected president in the student legal aid clinic that pro-
vides free legal advice to the underprivileged. She has a law 
degree and a master’s degree in Latin American studies 
from the University of Sao Paulo. Hirano is currently work-
ing on her PhD in political science at the same institution. 
She is a member of the Brazilian Bar Association. 

ana carolina yoshida hirano 2003
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ConTact Us

Erika de la Garza
Program Coordinator, Americas Project
Baker Institute for Public Policy – MS 40
Rice University
P.O. Box 1892
Houston, TX 77251-1892
U.S.A.

713.348.2675 phone
713.348.5993 fax
erika7@rice.edu e-mail

For more information about the program and its
publications, please see the website at:
www.bakerinstitute.org/Americas/index.html

Countries to be featured in coming issues

Paraguay
Uruguay
Bolivia and Ecuador
Peru
Colombia
Venezuela and Surinam
Bahamas, Granada, Saint Lucia, and Trinidad and 
Tobago
Haiti, Jamaica, and Dominican Republic
Costa Rica
El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, and Nicaragua
Mexico
United States and Canada
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Brazil’s economic reforms in the 1990s, which 
included privatization and the opening up of its 
markets, brought some stability to the country’s fi-
nances. Today, Brazil now accounts for three-fifths 
of the South American economy’s industrial pro-
duction, and its scientific and technological de-
velopments have attracted foreign investors. Last 
October, in Brazil’s presidential elections, Luiz 
Inacio Lula da Silva was reelected to a second 
term as president in a landslide election victory. 
Lula campaigned on a platform that promised to 
boost economic growth and narrow the gap between 
the rich and the poor. During his first term, Lula 
focused on economic stabilization and decreasing 
the levels of inflation and foreign debt. He also 
changed the pension system, pushed through a 
modest increase in the minimum wage, and cre-
ated welfare programs targeted at millions of poor 
families. In his second term, Lula plans to con-
tinue economic development programs while imple-
menting social reforms for the poor. He has also 
promised to place an emphasis on education and 
to make changes to Brazil’s political process.

Sources: World Bank
 http://www.worldbank.org
 Embassy of Brazil
 http://www.brasilemb.org/

jozylbers@uol.com.br

Joana Zylbersztajn, a lawyer strongly interested in human 
rights issues, is currently working on her master’s degree in 
law at the University of Sao Paulo. Her main area of study 
is media and human rights. She has been a trainee in law 
firms and worked as a volunteer at the Judiciary Assistance 
Service of Sao Paulo State and at various NGOs. Zylbersz-
tajn was the general secretary of the Human Rights Center, 
where she coordinated educational groups on human rights 
and the publication of the research done on the best prac-
tices in human rights advocacy, among other publications. 
She participated as a working group coordinator in the last 
four editions of the International Colloquium of Human Rights. 
She has published articles regarding human rights. 

joana zylbersztajn       2006

Editor’s Note:

We try very hard to keep up with all of our AP fellows as they 
change jobs and advance in their careers. If you have more 
current information than you see published here, please let 
us know.

We were not able to locate current contact information for 
Sergio Presta. If someone has kept in touch with him, please 
forward any information to Erika de la Garza.

Thank you.
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