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The mission of the Baker Institute is to help bridge the gap between the 
theory and practice of public policy by drawing together experts from academia, 
government, media, business and nongovernmental organizations. By involving 
policymakers and scholars, as well as students (tomorrow’s policymakers and 
scholars), the institute seeks to improve the debate on selected public policy 
issues and to make a difference in the formulation, implementation and evaluation 
of public policy, both domestic and international. The Baker Institute is an integral 
part of Rice University, one of the nation’s most distinguished institutions of 
higher education. The efforts of Baker Institute fellows and affiliated Rice faculty 
focus on several ongoing research projects, details of which can be found on the 
institute’s Web site, http://bakerinstitute.org.

Baker Institute Energy Forum

Located in Houston, Texas, the energy capital of the world, the James A. Baker 
III Institute for Public Policy has created a multifaceted program designed to 
promote original, forward-looking discussion and research on the energy-related 
challenges facing our society in the 21st century. The mission of the Energy Forum 
is to shed light on important trends—both regional and global—that shape the 
nature of global energy markets and influence the quantity and security of vital 
supplies needed to fuel world economic growth and prosperity. The choice of 
the word “forum” is deliberate. It reflects the group’s goal to serve as a focal 
point for the exchange of ideas on how to improve understanding of the complex 
political, cultural, religious, economic and social forces that influence open access 
to energy resources and their equitable distribution.

The United States Association for Energy Economics

The United States Association for Energy Economics (USAEE) is a nonprofit 
organization of business, government, academic and other professionals that 
advances the understanding and application of economics across all facets 
of energy development and use, including theory, business, public policy and 
environmental considerations. To this end, the USAEE provides a forum for the 
exchange of ideas, advancements and professional experiences, promotes the 
development and education of energy professionals, and fosters an improved 
understanding of energy economics and energy-related issues.
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For 58 years, the BP Statistical Review of World Energy has provided high-quality, 
objective and globally consistent data on world energy markets. The review is one 
of the most widely respected and authoritative publications in the field of energy 
economics and is used for reference by world governments, energy companies, 
academia and the media. A new edition is published every June.

Mark Finley is the general manager of global energy markets for BP America in 
Washington, D.C. He is responsible for BP’s coverage of global energy markets 
as well as the annual BP Statistical Review of World Energy. He previously 
served as a senior member of BP’s economics team in London and Washington, 
D.C., and has more than 20 years of private and public sector experience as 
an energy economist. Finley is a Phi Beta Kappa graduate of the University of 
Michigan (economics) and holds graduate degrees from Northwestern University 
(economics) and The George Washington University (finance).


