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Located in Houston, Texas, the energy capital of the world, the James A. Baker 
III Institute for Public Policy has created a multifaceted program designed to 
promote original, forward-looking discussion and research on the energy-
related challenges facing our society in the 21st century. The mission of the 
Energy Forum is to shed light on important trends — both regional and global — 
that shape the nature of global energy markets and influence the quantity and 
security of vital supplies needed to fuel world economic growth and prosperity. 
The choice of the word “forum” is deliberate. It reflects the group’s goal to serve 
as a focal point for the exchange of ideas on how to improve understanding of the 
complex political, cultural, religious, economic and social forces that influence 
open access to energy resources and their equitable distribution.
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The mission of the Baker Institute is to help bridge the gap between the theory and 
practice of public policy by drawing together experts from academia, government, 
media, business and nongovernmental organizations. By involving policymakers 
and scholars, as well as students (tomorrow’s policymakers and scholars), the 
institute seeks to improve the debate on selected public policy issues and to make 
a difference in the formulation, implementation and evaluation of public policy, 
both domestic and international. The Baker Institute is an integral part of Rice 
University, one of the nation’s most distinguished institutions of higher education. 
The efforts of Baker Institute fellows and affiliated Rice faculty focus on several 
ongoing research projects, details of which can be found on the institute’s Web 
site, http://bakerinstitute.org.
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The Honourable Colin Barnett
Premier of Western Australia

The Honourable Colin Barnett was elected the 29th premier of Western 
Australia in September 2008. He also is the minister for state development, 
responsible for major projects in Western Australia’s resources industry, 
which drives Australia’s economy. 

As premier, Barnett has supported a strong pro-development policy 
with current projects that include a liquefied natural gas industry for the 
Kimberley region and a new deep sea port at Oakajee, near Geraldton. In 
Perth, there are plans to sink the railway and develop a major city square 
and waterfront tourism area.

Previously, Barnett had served as a minister for resources development 
and energy. He has also served as education minister, tourism minister and 
leader of the House in the Western Australian Parliament. Before entering 
politics, Barnett spent time as a university academic and as head of the 
Western Australian Chamber of Commerce. He graduated with a master’s 
degree in economics from The University of Western Australia.

The Baker Institute would like to thank Apache Corporation and  
Chevron Corporation for their generous support of this event.
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