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Program Summary

Mission of Public Diplomacy and Global Policymaking in the 21st Century 
Our mission is to bridge the gap between the world of ideas and the world of action by mentoring 
today’s students to become tomorrow’s leaders, thereby promoting mutual understanding and 
peaceful coexistence through the practice of public diplomacy.

Purpose of Colloquium and Overarching Theme
On June 4, 2009, U.S. President Barack Obama gave a speech at Cairo University titled “A New 
Beginning.” In this speech, the president expressed his hopes to “seek a new beginning between 
the United States and Muslims around the world, one based on mutual interest and mutual 
respect, and one based upon the truth that America and Islam are not exclusive and need not be 
in competition. Instead, they overlap, and share common principles — principles of justice and 
progress; tolerance and the dignity of all human beings.”

In “Changing Minds, Winning Peace,” a report from the Advisory Group on Public Diplomacy 
for the Arab and Muslim World, chaired by Ambassador Edward P. Djerejian, founding director 
of the James A. Baker III Institute for Public Policy, the authors note that “the most effective 
programs of public diplomacy — the ones most likely to endure and have long-term impact 
— are those that are mutually beneficial to the United States and to the Arab and Muslim 
countries. We urge that care be taken to emphasize programs that build bridges … especially in  
education, while at the same time advancing the American message and building a constituency 
of friendship and trust.”

This joint endeavor between Rice University and the American University in Cairo (AUC) 
is intended to be a part of this new beginning by sharing the experiences and knowledge of 
both Egyptian and American students. Thus, the theme of this colloquium is to demonstrate 
how public diplomacy has the potential to give countries the tools and direction necessary 
to inform, influence and engage the global society we are all a part of. Through diplomacy, 
we can learn from each other’s cultures, histories and perspectives in order to draft informed 
policies that can lead to mutually beneficial relationships, with the shared superordinate goal 
of preventing conflict.

Format
Six two-hour roundtable discussions over the course of three days, each jointly organized by 
both Rice and AUC students.

Proposed Topics and Respective Topic Leaders on the Rice Team
•	 Understanding and Overcoming Stereotypes (Thomas Campbell)
•	 Religion, Secularism and Interfaith Dialogue (Robin Richards, David Sorge)
•	 Media Policy: Bias, Censorship and New Technology (Michael Feldman, Graham West)
•	 Social Life: Women, Families and Education (Anastazija Ristovska, Marc Sabbagh)
•	 Egypt and America in 2050: Where Do We Go and How Do We Get There Together?  

(Shamoor Anis, Susan Wu)
•	 Closing Discussion (Sean Graham)
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The following document serves to show how we have organized our students and planned 
out our activities. By putting the onus of responsibility on students to plan and organize a 
program such as this, we give them firsthand experience that would otherwise be unavailable 
until entering the workforce. All of the roles outlined below help to distribute the work that 
is necessary to organize a colloquium, while allowing students to learn from the advisory 
faculty and staff with which their positions correlate.

Team Charter

Purpose
By establishing an international student colloquium, Public Diplomacy and Global Policymaking 
in the 21st Century, to begin this year in Cairo, Egypt, we hope to fulfill the Baker Institute’s 
mission of bridging the gap between the world of ideas and the world of action by forming 
relationships and creating a dialogue between tomorrow’s leaders in America and Egypt. In 
so doing, we hope to promote mutual understanding and peaceful coexistence through the 
practice of public diplomacy. 

Goals 
Secure funding for the Cairo Conference•	
Conduct research to be as well-prepared as possible for Cairo•	
Represent Rice and the United States at the American University in Cairo •	
Form connections with other future leaders •	
Write a report on our experiences afterward•	

Team Member Roles and Responsibilities 
All members will have research and presentation tasks. Each member will be responsible for 
management of the tasks in a specific area of the project as follows: 

Directors — Sean Graham and Thomas Campbell
Coordinate the various activities that members of the group are conducting; serve as the 
point persons for contact between members of the Baker Institute, AUC and the Rice Abroad 
Office; organize meetings and agendas.

Communications Officer — Shamoor Anis
Oversees and monitors all communications; manages and keeps track of all incoming and 
outgoing e-mails and calls; monitors e-mails throughout the day, and makes certain that 
important messages come to the attention of the group in a timely manner.

Records Officer — Susan Wu
Serves as a scribe for the group; takes down all relevant information from the meetings and 
compiles it into written records; coordinates group documents and literature and ensures 
that they are available. 
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Faculty and Staff Advisers
Jay Vinekar — Rice Study Abroad Adviser
Jay Vinekar is the assistant director for program development at 
the Rice University Office of International Programs in Houston, 
Texas. Having completed his B.B.A. in finance at The University of 
Oklahoma, Jay was a private business consultant before entering 
the field of international education. He is a graduate of the NAFSA 
Academy VI, an intense training program for international 
education professionals, and is a frequent presenter at NAFSA 
Texas State and Region III conferences, on topics such as “Campus 
Internationalization” and “Study Abroad.” He has lived, worked 
and studied in more than 15 countries, and recently visited Egypt. 
Specializing in undergraduate exchange program development and 
international university relations, Jay is the coordinator of the Rice-
in-China and Rice-in-India programs, and works with the James 
A. Baker III Institute for Public Policy to develop programs that 
foster undergraduate international collaboration for public policy 
awareness.

Maher Awad — Rice Professor of Arabic
Professor Maher Awad came to the United States in the mid-
1980s to attend college in California after graduating high school 
in the Middle East. He majored in linguistics and English literature. 
Maher then moved to Colorado for postgraduate work in linguistics. 
Afterwards he taught at University of Pennsylvania and University 
of Virginia. He came to Rice in 2005. His areas of training and 
specialization are general and Arabic linguistics, language acquisition 
and pedagogy, and language proficiency assessment.
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Contact Information

Faculty and Staff

Maher Awad
Professor of Arabic 
Center for the Study of Languages
Rice University
awad@rice.edu 

Jay Vinekar
Assistant Director
International Programs
Rice University
jay.vinekar@rice.edu 

Students

Shamoor Anis
Communications Officer
Rice University ’10
shamoor.anis@rice.edu 
shamooranis@gmail.com 

Thomas Campbell
Deputy Director
Rice University ’11
tac1@rice.edu 
campbellt88@gmail.com 

Michael Feldman
Financial Officer
Rice University ’10
mjfeldman@rice.edu 
mikeyjf@gmail.com

Sean Graham
Executive Director
Rice University ’10
seang@rice.edu 
seandgraham@gmail.com 

Robin Richards
Cairo Researcher
Rice University ’11
rnr2@rice.edu
rnrichards26@gmail.com

Anastazija Ristovska
Topic Researcher
Rice University ’13
ar24@rice.edu
anastazija.ristovska@gmail.com 

Marc Sabbagh
Logistics Coordinator
Rice University ’13
mrsabbagh@rice.edu 
mrsabbagh1020@yahoo.com

David Sorge
Editor
Rice University ’11
dcs2@rice.edu 
worry22@gmail.com 

Graham West
Editor
Rice University ’12
gfw1@rice.edu
graham.f.west@gmail.com 

Susan Wu
Records Officer
Rice University ’10
swu@rice.edu 
swu0967@gmail.com 


